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= Diſcourſes, under 
Ache Tithe of Bree- 
5 Gifts, which] I have 
. 5 =o 17 pre ſented to you, 
— — AN | AS]. well ag, to the 
thers of the Clergy ; I haye hereto- 
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" "The Reaſon * 1 8 that 
Diſſertation to yu, was flotz i be- 
cauſe of your high Station in the 
Church, n ar in Hopes of 1 ewards 


and no Wo which are the com- = 


mon Motives to Dedications but 


becauſe of your ſingular Skill inn 


Antiquity, and conſequent of Your 
3 to pb a true , udgment 


— 
£ £2 


"x 


For 10 ſame Naas 1 now „ Dedi- ph 
cate this Diſcourſe to Your Lord- 
ſhip, and appeal to Your nice 
Judgment, wherher I have affitmed' 
to my (elf the Office 'of i Moder 3 
tor in a Controverſy, which 1 


am 


on potato „88 1 EY PPP 
3 . . PCC q 5 
W er oe EA oy , 3 EAST 5 8 4 
F CEO BCA : n * 
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am add able ts conduct ad d& 
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| The [DAP of wade 1 5 


9 a Kingdoms, cant but bet, a 


Grief to your ſelf, à8 well as to 
all other good Chriſtians 1 And the 
Deſires. tad. Endeayours | of the 


| Clergy to put 4 Stop to it, are com- 


mendable , but ho- unſucceſsful 


they have hitherto, been, Experience ; 
does demonſtrate ; Nay, what is 


moſt lamentable, thoſe very Treati- 


7 ſes, which are fincerely meant for 
the Defence of Chriſtianity , are 
unfottunately turwd to its Diſ- 

advantage by our. Advverſ, aries, who 


are always picking up one Thing 
or other qut of them, with which 
they inſult the Authors, and wound 


1 ourReligin to the Quick, 


[The ihr of the Dinan 43 the 


Gems &c. is one of theſe our 


| b Adver- 


-Ndurefaliesp a 0 Shen Celſus an and 
 Porphyry, for Subtilty and Learning, 
are not to be compared. By his 
writing againſt the Prophiecies' of 
the Ota T eſtament, he delle home 


at the Me eſſahſbip: | of our Jeſus; 


and the has Aſtreſog: the Clergy 
With this donbleGaihe of literal and 
Allegerical interpretations, that they 


Know not 'whete' to have Him nor 
upon What Principles to oppoſe him, 


becanſe of the unhappy on oper 
ces that 8 on N them. 


T6 25 1 


I Pl omg a Zeal for the Meſſi- 


ahſbip of our Jeſus; that was you 


not hinder'd by other weighty Af 
| Fairs, for the' Coed: of the Püblick, 
Þ believe yu, would appcatia Cham- 


pion in this Cauſe; and perform 


much better againſt the Adverſary, 


than any of our Eccleſiaſtical Wri⸗ "8 


ters at at preſent haue done. r-. 


uch is your d Letten great 5 
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dials © 1 11 e : 


11 was yy byi Mis My _ 
vs: 1 read the Diſcourſe of the 
Grounds, &c. many | Months after 
its Publication, or 1 ſhould have 
wrote ſuch an Anſwer to it, upon 
the Rationality, Authority and An- 
tiquity of the allegorical Interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures as thould 
have ſtopp 'd the Mouth of its Au- 
thor ; or at leaſt have put him to 
greater Shifts and Subterfuges than 
he has done the Clergy : But ſince 
others are before-hand with me in 
their Oppoſitions to him, I will now 
only interpoſe as a Moderator; and 
if the Clergy are not wilful and heatl- 
ſtrong to their Ruin and Ditho- 
> nour, I will help them out of the 
; Briars and Thorns of this Contro- 


"Fe 
2 * 
75 


The er Writers of the little 
| . that appear d firſt againft 
8 the 


| the hits wy, arc e ſack Triflers, n that 0 4 
I believe he deſpiſes them to the 
hiſt Degree; but they tock Care, 
> ſome of them, 0 2 a Fogg 5 
pet of the Fame of the Work of 
the B iſbop of Litchfield , that Vas 3 
coming after them, to the utter 
„r. ang} | a 0 furation of the | 
'N n | 


_ May Months 105 0 i fei, been 
Prehiriane! with this Biſbop 's Work, 

of which ſhe is at laſt deliyer d, 
but whether to the Joy of che 
_ ang: che, 1 more han 
1 tel NIE 


-Though. 1 5 5 adching of 8 
5 Faniv of the Biſbop of Litehfeld, be- 
fore. the Talk 1 this expecbed 
mountainous Production; yet 1 
gave into the common Opinion of 
his Learning and Abilities, and 
Faber that hes being a Man of an 
4 . 
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= or 2 een Infidel 


The Dedication. ix 
Able Hand; as one ſays, would 
have. Knocked down the Adv erſary 
at once, and ſo haye render'd tbe 
Labours and Studies of others, this 
wen for the future, Nadel 17 


58 4 'Y 


os! was with FOR Fg 1 
my ſelf. waited for the coming forth 
of this Biſhop? s Book, kk i, 
hearing of his Skill in old Kilthiven, 
hoped: might have ſaved me this 
Trouble, which, Whether 1 have 
now ur neceſſarily taken upon in 
Kat ene en is to Judge: 


A you will think hen 1 
have acted the Part of a fair Mode- 
_ in all Points, is more one | 1 
can gueſs: But you can't ſuſpe 


9 — 
4 


— — * „* 


ye Jr, i c bella vf bis Sermg 


* Dr. 18 


7 3 . ban hy 'F ne ar. 
ceive, find amy Fault in me, inks 
yon, as a Lover of the Church of 
England, and of her Clergy, ma 
think I ſometimes handle them with 
too much Severity, and paſs ſuch | 
Reflections upon them for Igno- 
rance, Sloth and . s as might 
be better W Wa ich 10 
mM 6 
That 1 have! no Wendt Averſic on 
to the Clergy, is notorious. Your 
Lordſhip: ſees I have been educated 
amongſt them; and I had contract. 
ed ſuch a Love for their Order and 


Function, that I thought was unaltera- 


ble. It: is my Misfottune, as well! as 
their Fault, that there is a Breach 
between us, which is not to be 
made up: And if you ſhould think 
me too warm, and ſometimes even 
fired with Indignation againſt ſome 


of them, there are thoſe, ſuch as 


1 preſent Dean of Glouce fler, and 


others, 
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others; Who l in 128. Viadication, 


can account for ib. om. 


hy Fs * „ 7 05 5 + AY 1 14 7 fl 


Fut pa aſſing bo all Confiderariant 


: 15 the unhappy Difference between 


my ſelf and the Cleręy, the. Que: 
ſtion is, Whether I am an able and 
fit 3 of this Controverſy; * 
which cannot be determined, but 


upon the Authority of the Ancients, 


particularly” of - Fathers of the 
Church. The Clergy at this Day 
would be chought 33 but 


their Ignorance of the primitive 


Writings, is and will be their Re- 


5 proach. N your Lordſhip, 


and erhaps O ne or Iwo more, the 
Clergy in general are ſuch stranger 


to the Fathers, that they have no 
Knowledge nor Conce eption of what 
they. tteat of ile true old Chri- 
ſtian Religion, 1 believe, will ariſe 
: to Life 0 5 out of the Primitive 
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el and an Apoſtate, &c. 


moſt of my Power, to en- 
gage the Clergy in a Con- 
troverſy 
Whether the Hireling Priefls 
of this Age, Tho are all Miniſters of the 
Letter; be not Worſhippers of the Apoca- 
 Ijptical BE AS T, and Miniſters of ANT1- 
CHRIST? But all the Perſuaſions T have 
iven them in the ſeveral Free-Gifts, or 
7 onde 5 Chal- 


* 


* 


on this Queſtion, 


7 
1 ” 


2 2 1 


n 1 have publiſh'd to that Pur- 


poſe, are as yet ineffectual; and I have 


not been able to get one Opponent, .ugleſs 


I mult except the Country- Curate, ho 
deed is a conſiderable Writer, that 34 as 


ſtrenuouſly attack d me, as any dig Enie d 


Prieſt can; but for all that, I am allow d 5 


to ſet: bim aſide as No. Body z it 


cConnted a potent Adverſary, till he has far- 


ther proved the allegorical way of inter- 


preting the Scriptures to be an old Error 


of the Jews, Apoſiles, and Fathers of the 


* Reaſohableneb of an 
Hireling Priefthood,” which 1 believe will be 


Church; and alſo tt 


long firſt. 


I have been repeatedly indeed Wredten? d, 
with an Anſwer, from Mr. Allen, the Rector 


of. Kettering in Northamptonſbirs, h 


takes it heinouſſy, as it appears by his Let- 


ters to me, that I ſhould ſay in my Fourth 


Free- Gift, he Il hardly publiſh any Thing 
againſt me before 4 


notwithſtanding his Reſentments, I be- 


lieve, muſt adjourn my Expectations of 


his Anſwer till that Time. 
Being then diſappointed of a 9 
15 in which I ſhould have taken abun- 
dance of Pleaſure, if any of the learned 
6 had. vouchſafed me their Oppoſiti- 


a the. Reſin: propos d, 1 take Leave 


SF 5 to 


* . 
m 
[1 wv 
14 ö 


greed between us, that he is nor to be ac- 


iter Lammas; but, 


WSK 


300 


to interpoſe, and act the Part of a Mode- 
rator in another, between the Anchors 

tho Grounds and Reaſons! of the" Chriſtiun 
Religion, on the one Hand, who is lot 
on as an Infdel; and rh e,, Eocleff#- 
ſtical Writers againſt him, on the''other, 


whom I account Apoſtater. And I would 
not dare to intermeddle in this Controverſy, 
if I did not know my felf of Capacity and 
Abilities to conduct and determine it; be- 
ing} without Vanity, Mater of all that 


Learning, that is requiſite for one in che 


Chair of a Moderator in it. And I pro- 
miſe both Parties todo them Juſtiee in à 
fair Repreſentation of their Reaſonings and 


Argumentations. Neither can T' be fa. 
ted of Partiality to either Side; for 1 


have written more in Defence of Chriſtia- 
nity, than to be ſuſpected, by the Clergy, 


as a Favourer of the Aut bor of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. and on the other Hand, I 
have more freely. uſed the Clergy in my 
Writings, than to be excepted againft by 


_ that Author, as an improper Judge and 


Moderator between them. © Therefore, 


without any more Preface, the Matter in 
Debate between theſe Two contending 
Parties, may be thus Are ſtated, under 
this Queſtion. 


_ Whether the Law of Moſes, and: 555 


Ne are not entirely typical and prophe- 


A'3 55 tical 


/ 


q 15 f W 1400 bis Church and it FR 
- not.impoſſ ble to prove the Truth af Chrifli- 


Anity, or the Meſſiahſhip of our Jeſus, any 
otherwiſe than by. ſhowing how he does and 


 Teſtameny no n 


an e. holds; or rather ſeems to 


hold the Affirmative of this Queſtion; and 
produces ſeveral Teſtimonies and Argu- 


ments from: the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 


and other Authors, to ſhow, that the Aſfir- 
matiue of it ought to be maintain d; but, 
becauſe he diſcerns not any Harmony be- 
tween the Nem and Old Teſtament, nor 


how our Jeſus, has, either in a literal or al- 


legorical Senſe, fulfilld the Types aid Pro- 
Phecies that are commonly apply to him; 
he thereupon excepting againſt any other 


Arguments of Feſuss: Meſahſpip: drawn 


from his Miracles, doth ſlyly inſinuate, 
that the Proofs of the SNP of Chriſtiani- 
anity are not valid. 


I believe the has of 51 Beese, | 


&. cant diſlike this ſhort Repreſentation 


| of the Deſign of his Book, much leſs 


can he find Fault with the State of the 
Queſtion above, which, if he pleaſe: to 
write more openly againſt Chriſtianity , 


will give him more Scape to make his Ob- 
Kan to ie. dg 


n 


will fulfil the . F him in e 
The Author. le the 1 3 — 


NN j J 
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1 On the ether Hand, the Clergy; who are 
Weizers againſt the Diſcourſe of © the 
Grounds, . &c. and zealous Advocates for 
the Truth of their Religion, ſeem diſtreſsd 
and perplex d about a proper Anſwer to be 
given to it, They earneſtly contend for 
T ypes and Prophecies in the Old Tefla- 
ment, which our Jeſus has fulfilFd. in the 
New, tho'they know not how to adapt tlie 
Antitype to the Type - And they are parti- 
cularly zcalous for the Truth of ive Pro- 
phecies that are cited in the Fvangeliſts ; 
which, whether the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. underſtand the Pertinency of 
them; or not, to our Feſus, ought to be 
taken on the Word of thoſe inſpired Wri- 
ters, for true Prophecies, and right Com- 
letions. But aſter all, they will not al- 
fins Chriſtianity to be alone founded on 


the Old Teſtament ; or the Meſſiahſhip of 


Jeſus on his Completion of the Protihiceies 
that went before of him; but inſiſt on 
other Arguments of his Meſſiahſhip, drawn 
from the Excellency of his Doctrine, and 
Power of his Miracles; which, whether 
with or without Prophecy, are ſufficient 
Grounds for his Divine Authority, as they 
fay, and for our Faith in him. 
This alſo is a ſhort Repreſentation of the 
Anſwers the Clergy have made to the 
11 1905 Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. and 


is 


THY 


is as  faichfol à one as can be drawn 1 in 


the pals of fo few Words. I am per: 
ſuaded 2 — Writers of them 11 approve 


of this Repreſentation; neither can they 


ſay I habe unfairly ſtated the. N in 
Debate between tlemn. 
I come now, by the. dent ofs ches 
Combat unte, to interpoſe, and freely to de- 
liver my Opinion upon the Queſtion in 
Diſpute ; which is this, That the Aſirmatibe 
of it ought to be maintain d by Chriſtians, 
other wiſe it will be impoſſible to vindicate 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, or to prove our 


Teſus to be the true Meſſiab. This my 


Opinion cant but pleaſe the Hur bor of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. For if it is not poſſible to 
prove the Seriptures of the Old Teſtament 
to conſiſt entirely of Prophecies of the 
New; and that our Jeſus does, and wil 
3 fulfil all that is written in the Law and the 
Prophets; then I give an Advantage to his 
Ohjection, and the Truth of Chriſtianity 
muſt be yielded up to Jewe and Tnfidets, 
On the other Hand, the Clergy cant be 
offended with this my Opinion, if the 4 
 firmative of the Queſtian may be clearly 


and evidently. proved and made out; be- 


cauſe Chriſtianity thereby will be eſtabliſh d 
on its ſure Foundation; the Aut hor ef the 


Diſcourſe, &c. will be beaten with his 


o * and Principles; and the 
. e Church 
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Church of Chi wil triumph over all her 
. W 
Acting the Part of A Hodonatar, 1 am 
not now to take in Hand any Portion of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and 
to ſhow how it 1s Prophetical, and how 
our Jeſus has fulfill d it; but at preſent am 
only to lay before you my Reaſons for this 
my Opinion in the Queſtion in Debate, 
and then to exliort the Clergy on the one 
Side, for the Honour of Feſus's Meſſiab- 
bob, and the Truth of his Religion, to ad- 
here to, and illuſtrate the Afirmarive of it: 
And on the other Side, to excite the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, & c. who has rightly 
and cloſely attack d Chriſtianity, to perſiſt 
in his Objection, and with the like Art and 
Induſtry to improve it, till the Clergy 
have either clearly proved Jeſuss Maſſiab- 
ſbip from manifeſt Completion of Prophe- 
eies; or given up his Religion to Jews and 


Inſidels. 


No the . for my Sn 24 


| far my holding the Affirmative of the Que 
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1. Perauſe Jolus hi imſelf Paal ad: ex- 
 preſly- enough ſignifies, thar the Law and 
the Prophets conſiſted of Types and Pro- 


-Phecies.of him, and that he came for the 


mpletion of all that was Written. in 
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them; 4hevbfore 3 it muſt be incumbent”. on 


Chriſtians to prove intelligibly, how he 


they ought to give him up for a 5 
> vain Pretender, "ant a Le Meſſia 2b. 


2 


II. Berauſe the ancient Fab belivved 


* Law and the Prophets to be typical and 


prophetical of the Life, Reign and King- 
dom of the expected Meſſiah; and how He 
would fulfil all that was written in them; 


therefore it behoves Chriſtians to prove, 


that our Jeſus does fulfil the Writings of 
Mo ſes and the Prophets accordingly ; or 
they cant evince him to be the Mefſias 


againſt the Fews, nor expect their” Ct Con- 


verſion to Chriſtianity; if they inſiſt on 
their old Frinciples and Opinions. Lek 


II. Becauſe the Apoſtles and Fathers of 
the Church do hold the Old Teſtament to 


be prophetical of the New, and that our 
Jeſus, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel, did and would fulfil all that was writ- 


ten in the Law and the Prophets, which 


too they mightily labour d to prove. 
oe = it is the Duty of Chriſtians 
to perliſt in, and endeavour to clear up 


that Proof, or give up the Apoſtles and 
Fathers of the Church for Song of Error, 


Believers | in a falſe. Meffi las, or at * for 
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ther taken from the Excellency. of his Do- 
ctrine, or Power of his Miracles) are of 
any Validity to prove the Divine Autho- 
rity and Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus, if this from 
Prophecy, in the firſt Place, be not made 
5 en, . W clear d vp 
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Aﬀirmative of the Qyeſtion in, Diſpute, 
and why JT think Chriſtians ought to main- 
tain it. If T make it manifeſt, that theſe 
Reaſons are good ones, then I have no 
more to do, than to animate and encou- 
rage the. Clerg , and the Author of the 
Diſcaurſe, &c. tanptoceed in, and proſe- 
cute:the: Controverſy between them with 
Warmth and Wiger, till the one has over- 
thrawn Chriſtianity - or the other eſta- 
bliſh'd it on its fure Foundation of che 
Tao andi the N And J will do 
tie Part of a fairy; Moderator between 
2 then; L will aſniſt che one in his. Oppoſi- 

dio to Chriſtianity, and the other in . 
| Rades of ite Neither will T be at all 
Hartig, excepting in that, as a Believer. in 
| the A ſrahſhip of our Jeſus, I can t de 
adifferent ne. Event of the Contta- 


92 verſy, 


* 
ds 


2 255 F wo J 


verſy, ner unconeerijedly/ behold he f. 
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ußbtilty and Learning, to run down the 
5 ©hriſllan'! Religion; ; "but will,” if need be, 


© rhe Clergy in the way where and ow 


10 begin their Interpretations of the T pes 
and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament and 


_ Will be feady at Hand to help , but 
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enough ſignifies , that the Law and the 
Prophets bonfiſted of Types and Prophecies 
f him ; and that be came for the Comple- 


tron | of 421 that was written in them 2 
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he whole Law and the'Prophets ate Typi- 
cal and Propheticalof .Zzſus, and that he 
came to fulfil erer) Circuraſtance of their 
Vritings: Neither is it poſſible, wichout 
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lingly ſubſcribe to, if it could be proved,! 


how our Jeſus has fulfill'd the Law. and the 
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on it, than what * Origen, © Theofbylath, 


and other Fathers aſlert and contend A 
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have f pecified them, or at leaſt with 
ome Refition have faid, that thoſe par- 
icular Things might be fofill's, which are 
here ary there, in abrupt Sentences, feat- {| 
ter d and interſpers d in the Writings of the 
Old Teſtament. But this Text is to be 
interpreted by the above cited, and no- 
thing leſs can be meant by it, than that 
all the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 
are wholely, and in every Part, prophe- 
_ tical of Chriſt and his Church. And this 
is another Text that the Author d of be 
| Diſcourſe, &c. cites" for the Service of His 
Cauſe, or in Defence of the Affirmative of 
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For he wrote of me. By which Words we 
ought to underſtand, conſiſtently with tlie 
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monies of che Fathers, that might be pro 
diced to this purgoſe. 


fur fays, John v. 46. Hadye 
oſes, ye world haue believed me; 


Texts above cited, that Moſes wrote a p 


142 and typical Hiſtory of Chriſt and 
his Church. It is ridieulous to imagine, . 
as forme Commentatoas do, that Feſus, 
when he ſaid Moſes wrote bf bin tdoly 


pointed at Dertey. xviii. ver. 15, 18. Whiere 


| Moſes fays, A Propber ſball the Lord your 
on riſe up unto you, like unto me, as might: 


X argued at Large. However; if an 

ks. put too exteaſive 2 Senſe upon the 
Words, I can tell them, I have the Autho- 
rity of St. Anguſtin, * TheophylaB; and 
other Fathers for it; and from their Expli- 
cation of the Text, we are to underſtand, 
that the Five Books of Moſes are 4 Trea- 


tiſe of Jeſus and his Church, under Types 
and Figures. 7 ; 
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to, as a Proof, that Chriſtianity is alone 
founded on the Old Teſtament, and that 
the Meſſiabſhip of Jefusis only to be proved: 
from the Teſtimony of the Prophecy of it: 
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And I think ſo of it. For-what, can be meant 
leſs by this Text, than that the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament bear a Teſtimgny. 
to Jeſus by the Spirit of Prophecy; and, 
that they alone are to be ſearch d into, for. 

a Proof of his being the Meſſab, and Com- 

_ -- I ſhall quote at preſent no more of the; 

' Sayings of our Saviour, himſelf to our Pur. 
poſe. Any one of theſe Text do ſufficient- 
ly intimate, that the O4 Teſtament con- 
ſiſts of Prophecies of our Feſus ; but all 
of them taken together, and interpreted, 
one by another, do abundantly manifeſt, 
that Chriſtianity, as the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe would ſuggeſt, is founded on the. 

Teſtimony of the Law and the Prophets; 

_ conſequently if it can't be proved that our 

Jeſus does and will fulfil the Types and Pre- 

dictions that are contain d in them, He is 
to be rejected as a falſe Mefizh, a Decei- 
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ver, and a vain Pheridie to filfil/Prophe- 
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ciples, have hitherto proved to have quch 
"Relation to him, that Few and Infidels 
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nifeſt him to be the Meſſiah” to the Jews, 
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Meffiah.” And this myſtical 6r propheti- 
cal Taterpretation of the Law, which the 
Jus delighted in, they | received, as was 


fippoſed;” by Tradition from Moſes, who 


was taught it of God, and deliver d it to 


the Elders ; Which is probable, not only 


upon What ® Origen and * St. Hilary inti- 


mate of Moſes's underſtatiding the pro- 
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_ phetical Meaning of his own Writings, 
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and' of tis ififtrudtirig the Elders im it, But 
beenuſe he had 4 Viſion upon the Mount 


with God, of the Pattern, or grand Exem- 


plar of all Things he wrote of; which 4, 
cherypdl pattern of all Things was, in the 
Opinion of the 7etbt, Apoſtles, and Fa“ 
thers öf the Church, no other thin the 
Spiritual and Prophetical Meaning and 
Form of the Things he wrote a typical 
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..-* Aﬀerverant Judai, Deum Moſi primum Legem 
feripram tradidiſſe, atque hanc poſtea in longo Illo 
Dierum 40 ſpatio = in monte apud ſe agebat Moſes, 
ut ſingulorum Præceptorum genuinum 
Fuſum, Cauſas & fines, tum Rationen quoque eadem 
Adimplendi, illi accurate declararet. Wagenſ. Tel. 
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fuppoſed;- by Tradition from Moſes, W 


Was taught it of God, and deliver'd it to 
the Elder; which is probable; not only 
upon What * Origen and * St. Hilary inti- 


mate of Moſes's underſtatiding the pro- 
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pbetieal Meaning of his own Writings, 
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and figurative Sor of. And beſides all 
this, L haye a Demonſtration, in, Hand, to 


be produced upon Occafion, , that Moſes 
both underſtood himſelf the myſtical] Mean- 


ing of his Law, and imparted it to others, 


or the ancient es could never have hit 


ſo luckily on ſuch, prophetical Interpreta 
tions as they did, in Relation to the Meſ- 
ſiab, and as our Jeſus fulfill d them, Af 
they had not receiv d them by Inſpiration 


from God, or by Tradition from Moſes. - 


But what's remarkable, the, Seventy 6 ; 


= terpreters, who, in the Opinion of the 

Fews, were o Cabaliſts, held all Things of 
the Law and the Prophets to be Propheti- 
tical of the Meſſiah ; which, if my Word 


is not to be taken fort at preſent, will in 


Time be demonſtrated. And this is the 


| Reaſon that they, being skill d in the my- 


ſtical and prophetical Interpretation of the 
Scriptures, adhered not to the Letter in 
their dee bat 0: 6 . as St. 23 
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* La Auguſtin, and: * St. JP 6s; like 
Expnſitort more than Tranſlators, had re- 
— to the Spiritual Signification, rather 
than to the Words of the Text; expreſſing 
many Prophecies more clearly, in the Opi- 
nion of the Jews, than was done in the 
Hebrew Text. And where the Hebrew 
and Greek Text ſeem now widely to.differ, 
they both, as' St. Jerome and St. Augu- 
in intimate, are for all that of Divine 
Authority, and will receive a true Senſe 
and Completion under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel. ' Which Opinion of the Fa- 
thers, i will account for the Multitude of 
Differences between the Hebrew and the 
Greek Text; will untie that Knot, which 
has-puzzted. the Divines of theſe laſt Ages, 
arid 0 the Verſion of the LXX to that 
Authority, with Which it was entertain d 
en by the Teri and ie who 
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| 2 Merito enim n LXX Interpretes accepilſe 
propheticum ſpiritum, ut fi quid ejus AuQoritate mu- 
tarent, atque aliter quam erat, quod interprebantur 
dicerent, neque hoc divinitus Atem dubitaretur. 
Hs De Civit Det, Lib. XV. C. 1 
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poth loch d on it as of Divine Inſpiration 
and by the Providence of God ſo order 


for the Preparation of the World for * | 


Reception of the Meſſiah. I eould my 
ſelf give ſome Inſtances of à ſeemingly 


wide Difference between the Greek and 
- Hebrew Text, and ſhow how both have 
their true Senſe and Completion; but this 


would take me too far out of my Way at 


preſent. However, alf this is worthy of 


[as 
an Anſwer to the furious and injudicious 


Conſideration, and may ſerve not 


Cavils of Dr. Ligbtfoot and Dr. Hare, and 


others, againſt che Verſion of the LXX; 
but may prevent Mr. V hi Hens Trouble of 


giving us a more corrupt, inſtead of a more 
correct Bible. For the Hebrew Text is no 
more corrupt, than the Verſion of the 
LXX is falſe and erroneous. The Light 


pf the Spirit of Prophecy, when it ſhalt 
ſhine upon the Old Teſtament, will di 
pate all Miſts of Obſcurities, Difficylties 


and Differences of both Hebrew and Greek 
Text, If there be ſome Corruptions crept 
into both Texts, which is not improbable 
by. the Frequency of Tranſeri pions, and 
other Means, yet the Art of Interpretati- 
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tual Meſſiah, or Divine Logos of the Law 
and Prophets, of whoſe Ofßice it is to 
ſolre Ambiguities, Gg. will rectify and 
ſer all ſtrait; + For the ſame Providence of 
God, who gave forth the Divine Orgeles, 
ant ſuperintended their Tranſlation into 
Greek, has guarded, and ſince watehd 
over them, againſt all but futh Corrupt 
ons, That at the Light of the. Divine Lagos 
will vaniſh; as does the Darkness of the 
Night at the Riſmg Sun. 23 or! ay NA 
Taking it then for granted, (witkiout 
more Multiplication of Teſtimonies, Which 
would ſwell this Diſeauùrſe to too great a 
Bulk): that tliẽ ancient Jet believed the 
Law and the Prophets to be Typical and 
Prophetical of the Life and Kingdom of 
their Meſſias; T ſhall now only (for a par- 
ticular End in View) give you one of 
their Opinions concerning him. As it was 
their conſtant traditional Senſe, that the 
Prophecy of Deutr. xviii. 15, 18, 19. re- 
ferr d to the Maſſiat; ſo they concluded 


- 


from it, that He would be a Prophet like 
unto Moſes in all, and every Part of his 
Oeconomy,, Dr. Allix I relates this to 
have been their Opinion, and how nothing 
Was done by Mafes, in the Deliverance of 
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* See the Diſcourſe of the Graunds, p. 58, 76- 

7 Judgment of the Fewiſþ Church, p. 22 8 
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again by the Meſſiab, for the Redemption 
of his People. Simeon Foachidet, 20 the 
famous Cabaliſt, was certainly of this Opi- 
nion. Chriſtianus Meyer, >a late mie 
Convert to Chriſtianity, ſays, it is moſt 
notorious, that all the more learned Fews 
Was In his whole Life, and in all his 
Works, ut a Type and Figure al / the 
Meſſias, who was to be: thei laſt Redeemer. 
St! Ferume, who had better Opportunities 
| to know the Opinions oftheancient\Feros, 3 | 
than any Modern Writers have, ſays, that 
they expected under their Mæeſſias; a Deli. 
verance like to the sold Egyptian one; and 
that like as Pharoab ahd His Armies, Who 
were for keeping the: Iſrablites in Bondage, 
were"overthrown in the Red Sea; ſo the 
Romans who in like Manner oppreſsd 
them again, would be likewiſe deſtroy d 


„j) TTT CE 
Ae Hiſtory of the Fes, Book IV. Ch. 26. 
-- ®' DoWtoribus inter Judæos hotiſſimum eſt . quod 
Moſes, qui primus it Salvator Hraelis, etiam in 
omni Vita & opetibus ſuis fuerit Typus & Figura ul- 
timi Redemptorts. De Gen. Chriſti. p. 147 DOI 
v Judi veteres expectabant ſimilem A 


e 
— c AÆgyptiacæ Li- 
berationem ut ſeilicet Pharoah & omn1s ejus Exerci- 
tus, qui per 430 Annos Populum dei captivum tenuit, 
in Mari Rubro ſubmerſus eſt: fic_etiam Romani, gui 
eodem Annorum Numero Judzos poſleſſurj, ultione 
Domini deleantur. In Forks, Cap. 3. 
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the }ſrazlires; that would not he done over 


3 Tm. 

SM = 171 Which, e Opinion is to be met with 

4 re peatedly, ; in Pirke Eliezer, © who plainly 

EX intimates, that God would again deliver 

his People from under the Empire of Ane, 

zs he had done date gut of Egapt. 
Tlͤuhe Iaference that iI make from all this 

= Is, that the only way of provi againſt 
the Jer, the Meſſi ahſbip of jap, 2 is 
from his Completion of the Prophecies 
that went before of him. If the Truth of 
his Goſpel cant be demonſtrated by its 
Harmony to the Law, of Moſes; "and: the 
Divine Authority of the New Teſtament, 
: by. i its Correſpondence to the Old, we muſt 
give up the Cauſe of Chriſtianity to them. 
It is abſurd and unreaſonable to expect the 
Converſion of the ;Fews, or their Belief 
= of our Feſus's being the Meſſi ab promiſed 
F under. the Law, if we can't ſhow. how He 
s, in their Opinion of the Scriptures, the 
End and Completion of them. What if 
the Fews, or the Author of the. Diſcourſe, 
3 &c.! or any one elſe, like a Celſus, in the 
Name of the. Fews, ſhould take up the 
> Objection againſt us, and ſay, “ It was -1 
the Opinion, of all our Anceſtors, that — 
7 * the e ng. the, Prophers ventenarely 
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2 1 
1 Typical: and Prophetical of the  King- 
« dom of the Meffiab, to which Opinion 
we adhere; and therefore ſince it does 
<--not appear that your Jeſus, elther in 4 
6 literal \or-alleporical Senſe, fulf'd' all, 
1 or any of their [Propliecies,” we eehect = 
. him, und perſiſt in our Unbelief, til! 
"Hf you have clearly proved ro our Under: | 
4 Randings, 95 he was the Cottipletion 
© of them. Your” Jeſur, indeed, Hike & 
* true Meſſſas, pretended to come to- fulfil 
all Thinꝑs that were written in the Law | 
and the Prophets concerning kim; but 
& for as much as he made it tot out, how 
“ he fulfflfd them, He is but the greater 
i Deceiver for that vain Pretence. And 
we ou the Diſciples of your falſe Meſſab, 
ave, Aude all Ages of your Church, 

. been talking of Types and Prophecies 
of him; but it is in ſuch a daf, ob- 
23 ſecure and confuſed Manner, that no 
Man of Senſe can diſcern the Relation 
of the Antizype to the Type, of of the 
«6 e to the Propbecy. Neither is 
there ſo mach as one of the ſeveral ſcat- 

< terd Prophecies that you pick up here 
* © and there out of the Scriptures, which, 
as apply d to your Jeſus, we cant make 
“ juſt Exception againſt. Nay, thoſe ve- 

e xy few abrupt prop ce * 
are cited and referr'd to by your Evan- 
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iffo gelifts/vare lable\co-Obje@tionz and a- 
2* mon 
Wes |. ! Iabout the Propriety, Authority 


g your ſelxes do yu cavil, and ate 


and Application of them. Moreover, Tt 
was anciently and lis ſtill our 9'Opinioti, 
+ that Git! in the Days of the Meſſias 


<<: would; faireveal himſe 77 the Veil of the 
Lotter if ebe Lam nid the Pro, A be- 


- ©: Fg 1done\awny; that ie fbould Ts Hin 
Face tu Face, ben all the true Iſraelitès 
et evuld.ſee:Fifrons ard b endue with the 


4 i Spirwoof Prophecy I but this is ſo fr 
I | 1 from cming to paſs under your Feſtts, 


and pretended Aeſſiub; that not only We 


| wy Jer perſiſt in our disbelief, but Chri- 
11 /tians\ ThemEliks for Want of this Viſton 
turn Iaſtlel. Being preſs d withathis 
of „Ob jection againſt the Meſſiahſhip of 


your. Jeſus, you fly; forſooth, for Re- 
0. age to the Power of his Miracles, which 


5 bit ng: to do in this Controverſy. 


Thougti Miracles beſpealt a ſupernatural 
% Power, Net a Man maybe nothing the 
0 e a Mefliah 5 m Which upön 
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bitur, & xeyelabitur Gloria Domini, & videbit omnis 
Caro pariter, quod Os Domini locutum eſt, immo om- 
nes in Populo Iſrael Prophetas reddet, uti dieitur, & 
Felde effundam de n meo ſuper omnem Arne. 
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4 the Teſtimony of Moſas, and of your 
5 FJeſus, may be wrought by a falſe, as 
„ell as by. a true Prophet. If the Jef 
; « fab. is to be proved by his Mirreles, it 
muſt be by ſuch Signs and Wonders ** 
2 Moſes before e for the Delive- 
i rance of God's People, or he is not the 
4 Prophet like Maſet, according to the 
0 en and Tradition of our Fore- 
fathers. Our Anceſtors indeed did ſeen 
<. to believe, that the Meſſiab was to be 
oe „ born about the Time that your Je ſuc 
Was, and then to deliver his People from 
1 Roman Servitude, after the Manner that 
& Moſes deliver d the Iſraelites of old from 
Egyptian Bondage. If your Feſus had 
been ſuch a Saviour and Redeemer of 
„ his Church, as was Moſes, by the like 
Signs and Wonders, we muſt have be- 
e lieyd in him. But ſince no ſuch Pro- 
phet and Redeemer, as was Moſes, did 
then ariſe, we adjourn our Expectations 
„ of the Me/ſiab, till toward the latter 
End of Six © Thouſand Years of the 
Creation, when it is hoped he will come 
"0 and manifeſt. himſelf by a plain Com- 
& pletion, and clear Illuſtration of the Pro- 


66 1 e him. In the mean 
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4 E « Time - 


„ Time we abſolutely reject your Feſus 
e for a falſe Melſiab, becauſe he is no Ful- 
4 filler of the Law and the Prophets, in 
_ «the Senſe of our Forefathers; neither is 
he a Prophet like Moſes, in mighty 
«Signs and Wonders, notwithſtanding that 
e the. Fathers of yaur Church did olten fo 
Jͤ 41 4s LOT 
I his is a potent Objection, and I know 0 
not how to anſwer it, but by ſhewing how 

our Jeſus has fulfill d, and will fulfil the 

Types and Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 

ment concerning him. This we muſt do, 
or yield up our Religion to the 7e It 
is Nonſenſe to talk of the Excellency of 
Chriſt s Doctrine, and of the Power of his 
Miracles, if the Fews inſiſt upon a Proof 
of his Meſſiahſbip from Prophecy. There- 

fore I look upon it as a good Reaſon, why 
the Affirmative of the Queſtion in Debate 
ought to be maintain d; becauſe the anci- 
ent Jews believ'd the Law and the Prophets 
to be Typical and Propbetical of the Life, 
Reign and Kingdom of the Meſſiah, conſe- 
_ quently Chriſtians are to prove their Feſus 
to have fulfill d the Law and the Prophets 
accordingly, or they can't evince bim to be 
the Meſſiah to the Jews, nor expe# their 
Converſion to Chriſtianity, if they inſiſt an 
 Fbeir old Principles, and make the Objecti- 
J » 
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Ve prophetical entirely” 
that bur Jeſus, under the Diſpenſurion o 
the Goſpel, did and would fulfil all Things 
that ꝛcbre written in the Law and the Pro- 
y bete, which they labour d to prove for their 
Time: "Therefore it beboves Chriſtians to 
Perf in, and clear up that Proof, or give 
54 rhei Ah poſftles and Fathers "of the 
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n aforeſaid. But what adds yet more 


delce to this" Reafoh, is the” Met '> 101 > 


0017 at: 12 * D i 50 min -?? 


III. Third Ren aſon,” why the Affirmative 
6 the Queſtion in Debate, ought to be 
defended by Chriſtians; and kflat is, be- 


dauſe the Abofiles n Fathers of the 


Church, being of” the ſame Opinion with the 


Jews Abbe, believ'd the Old "Teftament to 
of the New; and 


Church ff 9 Sons of” Error, Believers in 4 
falſe Miah 'or at leaſt for Entertainers 


5 W Coneptions concerning \ our Teſue. 


There Ws a wonderful Hartdony of 


: Opiate between the old Jeet 2nd the 


| Apoſtles a and Futhert of the Church, about 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and 
the ok. of Interpretation of them. As 


khe onè look d on thoſe Holy Writings to 15 
be propherical of a Meffiah to come; to 


tlie other no leſs eſteem d them as Prophe- 


cies of our Jeſus, Whom they believ d to 
be the 99 Meſſiah, and Fulfiller of 


them. 
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Fer, agreed ini the myſtiedl and allegGfI- 


wal Interptetation of the Lav fd the Pfg- 
phiets, as the: only Way to fihd' out the'pro- | 


Phetical Senfe.: eh mplerton of © then. 


Ad: both admitted of the Maxim e Ef 


St. Paul, that all Things bd bapet'd to 
tber Forefathers in Types uh —_— 
"The Difference then, as the ? of rhe 

Diſcourſe, &e. © rightly obſerves; „ berekn 
the Primitive Chriſtians and the Jews, lay 


not iu different Opinions about th e Oracle 


of the Old Teſtament, nor about he” ay 
_- Interpretation” of wenn But in the 

plication of the' Pro 6 Sto ou Jes, 
which the unbelieving Fews not _appre- 
ending, the Fathers of the Church en- 


deavour d more and more to illuſtrate to 


their Underſtandirigs, in order to the Con- 
verſion of them.” 1 0 2 
That the Af bosthes and Fathers of the 


Church, | held all the 5 of Moſes 
ſt 


and the Prophets to be, in à myſtical Senſe, 
Prophetical of Jeſus and his Goſpel, is a 
Thing ſo notorious, that there would be 


no Need to bring) Proofs of it, if the Apo- 


ſtacy of the Age we live in; the Clergys 
N 2 9925 of "he Fathers, and their Per- 
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them. And the Ohriſtians as cell 2 thts 
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verſion of Apoſtolical Expreſſions. to a 
contrary and moſt uncouth Senſe, did not 
make it neceſſary. What can St. Paul 
mean, when he ſays, Heb. x. 1. The Law 

i a Spadom f good Things to come, and 
not the very Image of the Things; and 
when he ſpeaks of a Veil upon Mens 

. Hearts, 2 Cor, iii. 14, 15. in the Reading 
¶ the Old Teftament, which Veil is dene 
away in Chriſt; and when, ſpeaking of the | 

VHfraelites Deliverance out of Egypt, 1 Co. 

X. I, 2, &c. and of their Peregrinations in 

the Wilderneſs, of the Manna they eat, and 

the Water of the Rock they drank, of their 
Idolatry, Murmurings, and Temptations, 

12 Things are our Types, 
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Oc. he ſays, Al theſe Thing 
bappen'd to them far Enſamples, and are 
written for our Admonition; and when, 
ſpeaking of the Tabernacle Moſes made, 
Hieb. vil. 5. he doth intimate, that all 
Things of it were made after the Evange- 
lical Patern hewn to him in the Mount; 
and when, ſpeaking of the Jeiſb Meats 
and Drinks, and nh New Moons, and 
| They mere 4 Shadom ef Things to, come, 
aud the Body of the Law was of Chriſt; 
and when, ſpeaking of the Prieſthood un- 
der the Law with their Gifts and Sacrifices, 
Heb. viii. 4, 5. he ſays, they fervd but as 
 Dpes al Shadows of an Eva 1855 , 
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Prieſthood; who are Miniſters of rbe Net 
Toſtament, 2 Cori iii. 6. not of the Letter 

of tbe Laus hut of the Spirit of it? What, 
I ay, could St. Paul mean by theſe, and 
many more ſuch like Paſſages in his Epi- 


tles, but that he look d upon the whole 


Law and the Pfophets to be typical and 


and that the New Teſtament conſiſted in 


the Spiritual Interpretation, Completion, 


and Revelation of the Old? There is no 


one would queſtion this to have been St. 


Pauls Meaning, if ſuch an Harmony, as 
he intimates, Perueen the Law and the 
Goſpel, the Ola and New Teſtament could 


be made clear to the Underſtanding of 
Man. And though Commentators, now- 
a-Days, for want of ſuch a viſible Harmo- 


ny between the Two Teſtaments, which 


they are not apprehenſive of, do put a dif- 
ferent Gloſs on St. Pauls Expreſſions a- 


= bove; yet the great Mr. Dodwell h was of 
= Opinion that ſuch Apoſtolical Reaſonings 


imply d, That att Things recorded of the 
"Iſraelites in the Old Teſtament, were Type 
and Prophecy: of what would come to paſs | 


under the New." And our preſent moſt 
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, n Omnia ab illis Hebræis geſta in Sacris Litteris me- 
morata pro Prophetiis habent Novi Teſtamenti Rati- 
doeinia. Apud Grab. Spieil. Fair. Seck. Prim. 5. 339. 
n FOE |  Reve- 


x of Sti Paul are a ſufficient Faidiog- |þ 
2 2 15 c ener nik ert 

tation bft 
MWhereupon, 10. do the! Auf hur of the. Di 


Schick is m9 ce to be expounde 
5 the Proof of: 16. Ny 4 1101 TIC 5p 1 105 * 280 | 
2: But whatever ma be the Opinion of 
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| Wy 


Rsterch and Learned Anchbiſbon f 
terbuty . i Ob Opinion, thaOſuch: Ciratiens 


tion Or Ano 


„Law and ſhe Prophets. 


courſe, *XKC! "prof 1 ve muſt Dun; 5 EE 


5 Tis Ay inferi'd from ſuch like! Apoſtqhegl 


Pafages:abovey that Abriſtiqniry in fiunded 
en ther Fam of te Old — fo 


dhe Generality of Commentators of this 
„on the foreſaid ApoGolical ! Lexrs, 


underſtand chem in; yet the Fathers of 
the nch had the ſame N ation of them 
which We have, and Which the Words at 
firſt Sight | ſeem to 801 I chaye before 


8 hinted What the Fathers thought E the + 
Sayings of our Saviout, above quoted z as 


{how:they concluded G&om them, chat do 
{leſs could; be underſtood, than that the 


e ** n Were IT typical 
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im fich chey almoſt altogether put * | 
Conſtruction upon, than what the preſent | 
_ - drehbbiſhdp df. 2 Mr. Dodwel, the 
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and prophetical of himſelf, and his Church. 
The lle Opinion they had of theſe Apo- 
ſtolical Expreſſions before us. It is fre- 
quently, very frequently, that they, ſuch 
as Origen, St. Auguſtin, St. Jerome, St. 
Cyril. of een e and others, in their 
myſtical and allegorical, that is, propheti- 
cal Expoſitions of the Old Teſtament, do 
refer to one or other of the foreſaid Paſſa- 
ges in St. Paul, as their Authority and Ju- 
ſtification of their Endeavours myſtically 
to interpret. He muſt be very ignorant, 
and an abſolute Stranger to the Fathers, 
who knows. not this: And was I to go a- 
bout to collect Paſſages in the Fathers to 
prove it; I know not when, for their great 
Numbers, J ſhould come to an End of 
them. And in ſhort, the Opinion of the 
Fathers for the Old Teftament's conſiſting 
entirely of Types and Prophecies of Jy 
Feſus, and his Church, under the New, is 
ſo univerſal, that to produce ample 4 BY 
rities out of their Writings to this Purpoſe, 
would be an Affront to the Learning of 
the Age, and reflect the greateſt Shame 
upon the Clergy for Ignorance of any 
Thing, except one, and that i is, their literal 
Expoſitions of the Scriptures, contrary to 
the manifeſt and manifold Declarations , 
Prohibitions, Exhortations, Cautions and 
Admmonitions of the Fathers, who would 

| give 


T3} 


give them ſufficient. Aſſiſtance and Light | 
for the allegorical and prophetical Inter- 
ptetation of the Ola Teſtament, from the 


bean; to the End of it. 
What 
of Moſes, that it confiſts or Types, Sym- 


bols, and Declarations of Things to come 
under our Feſus ; and what St. Jerome! 
 faysof the Prophets, (whether they write 


of "Egypt, Babylon, Moab, Ammon, &c.) 


that all in a ſpiritual. and figurative Senſe 
will be fulfill d, or tranſacted again under 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; and ion 


St. Auguſtin ow ſays of the whole Few 


Adminiſtration's being Prophecy of Chriſt, 


and his Church; was. the conſtant, com- 


mon, and invariable Opinion of the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians for many Ages, 


Taking then this for granted, which no . 
May with the Jealt Shadow of. 1 


Po eee e 


ry SY. Fe Vp 22 2 
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k kl in ebe vers „ Un 8 hella xbaile Aae 
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; Reise ure Her / N00. In Dialog. P» 2.6 I's 


1 Poſt Hiſtoriæ Veritatem ſpiritualiter aeeipiends. 


ſunt omnia: & fic Judza & Jeruſalem, Babylon & 
Philiſthim, Moab & Damaſcus, MÆgyptus & Deſertum 


Mare, Idumæa & Arabia, ac Vallis Pigcnie & ad ex- 
tremum Tyrus & Viſio quadrupedum, intelligenda 
ſunt. In Prolog. in Iſai, Comment. 


m 1 Reipublicg tota Adminiftratio Prophetia 
eſt illius Regis Venturi, & Civitatem czleſtem ex om- 


njbus- Centibus condituri. De Conſenſ. COP Lib. bo 


OE 75 5 | p 


Fuſtin Martyr ſays of the Law 


can 
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can deny, that the Ap oſtles and Fathers 


of the Church believed 15 Old Teſtament 


to be entirely prophetical of the New ; I. 
ſhall now only ſpeak. to one Opinion of 
the. Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church! 
concerning our Jeſus, in which they ex- 
ackly agreed with the ancient Fews, con- 
cerning their expected Meſſias. As it was 


the Opinion of the Fews, that the Pro- 
phecy of Deut. xvili. 15, 18, 19. referr d 
to the Meſſiah; lo it was the Opinion of 


the Fathers, that | it pointed at our eſus : 
Neither have any of the Church univer- 


ſal, before Calvin, Grotius, and Stilling- ; 


feet, ſuppoſed it could aim at any other 


Prophet, or Succeſſion of Prophets. As 
the Fews from that Prophecy, as you may 


ſee above, believed the Meſſias would be 
a Prophet like to Moſes, in every Part of 


his Qeconotny ; ſo the Fathers of the 


Church, as appears from * Euſebius, and 
others, thought our Feſus was, or would 
be in all Points like to him. As the ems 
held their Meſji ras would be a Saviour, 


like Moſes, in the. Work of the like Signs, 
Wonders, and Judgments, for the Delive- 


rance vr” his TYPE oor _—_ Oppreſ: . 


END ; : 4 
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[36 ] 
ſon; fo the Fathers, as appears from 
Irenæus, ? Origen, 4 Hilary, and others, 
taught that our Feſnus wrought, like Mo- 
ſes, fuch. Signs and Wonders for the Re- 
demption of his Church. As Fezirab, 
the aneient Few fays, the 'Meffias would 
conduct his People through a Spiritual 
Seu, of which the Red-Sea was 4 Figure; 
fo St. Paul intimates, 1 Cor. x. 1. that 
that Sga which the old Iſraelites paſs d 
througli, was but a Type of a Spiritual 3 
- one, that the Chnrch was to be baptiz d 
in. Laſtly, As it was the Opinion of the #3 
Few, that their Meſſias would come a- 1 
bout the Time our Jeſus aroſe, for the Sub- 
verſion” of the Emperors, and Empire of 
Nome, as Pharoah and the Egiptians were 
before overthrown by Moſes; fo it was 
the Opinion of the Fathers, that the He- 
then Emperors of Rome, and the Gentiles, ©! 


1 — 
— 


n 


»Univerſa enim quz ex Ægypto Profectio fiebat 
Populi a Deo Typus & Imago fuit, Profectionis Ec- 
eleſiæ, quæ erat futura ek Gentibus. Lib. IV. c. 50. 

Vid. Comment. in Exod. ett] 5 
2 Ea quæ Libro Exodi inſeripta ſunt, Ægypti Pla- 
ge, Pharaonis Pæna ſecundum Apoftolum, umbra £ 
unt futurorum qui in Lege geſta fuerunt, allegoru- 3 


ö mena ſunt, non negligenter aud ienda, quia ſub corpo- 1 
5 ralium geſtorum fide in Exemplum ſint ſpirirualium þ|Þ 
_Operum conſtituta. In Pſ. 134. Sec. . 
In prima Redemptione in hoc Mari materiali; in 
ERedemptfone ultima in Mari Legis ſpirituali. Apud 
Nane. p. 4. 1 52 


were 


x uy - 
IR 
1 "a 


1371 


were deſtroy a by our Jeſus, and a De- 
liverance of the Church effected alter the 
ke Manne. 
Thus was there a ſingular Harmony of 
4 inion between the 'F athers of the 
Church, and the ancient Jews, concern- 
ing the Old Teſtament's being altogether 
Prophecy of the Reign and Kingdom of 
the Meſſias; particularly concerning Mo- 
ſess being a Type of the Meſſias in all 
9 Things. And what can we infer from this 
3 Opinion of the Fathers leſs, than that the 
1 Affirmative of the Queſtion in Debate, 
bought to be maintain d by Chriſtians, or 
they muſt give up the Apoſtles and Fathers 
| = of the Church, for Believers in a falſe 
* Mefjns, or at leaſt for Entertainers of 
I wrong Notions concerning our Je ſus. 


9 


= The Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
for their Time, labour d the Point hard in 
J the Application of the Prophecies of the 
Old "Teſtament to our Feſus ; and per- 
form'd much better in this Caſe, than 
could have been expected from n if 


Yn N 


an 1 A 1 » — 
* * 


| 
5 5 | 
| $ *'Totam Eidoriam « excuntium * Feypto & pergen- j 
tium ad Terram Sandtam, brevi ſermone perſtringens, = 
x | _ etiam-nune Hiſtoriæ Similitudinem conſerraret. San- p 
&i Hieron. in Oſeam, c. 2. Vid. & Cyril. Alex. de = 
Ador. Lib. 1. Gregor, Nazian. Orat. 20. & 42. Cyril. Y 
Hierof. Catech. myſt. 1. S. 2. 8 Sanctum Auguſtin. cont. | | 
Fauſtum. L. 12, cum alis. 


they 


they had not been aa with 'a more 
than ordinary Gift of the Interpretation of 


Oracles. And if they did not make the 
Point moſt clear to any Man's Capacity, 


that our Jeſus was the Meſſiah from Pro- 
phecy; it was becauſe they then knew but 
in Part, and could propheſy but in Part. 
+a compleat Underſtanding of the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, being reſerv d 
for that Perfection of Time, for whoſe Ad- 
monition and Inſtruction, the Types of 
the Law and the Prophets were written. 


It was impoſlible for the Af poſtles and Fa- 
thers of the Church of 4 Three Firſt 
Ages, to diſcern and prove clearly, ſo 
much as the Similitude between Moſes and 


our Jeſus, in the Deliverance of his Peo- 


ple, becauſe the Redemption of the 
Church, according to the Type, was not 


then accompliſh d. And it is well known, 


according to Ireneus, that Prophecy, be- 
fore its Completion, is all Ambiguity and 


Nnigma, hard to be underſtood — illu- 


I And if the Chriſtians of ſucceeding 


Times, made not that famous Viſion clear 


38 the F 0 the Two Teſtaments, 


* 


2 *„%ü„— ee — 


78 Omnis Propbetia prinſquam babeat ie 
nem, Ambiguitas & Enigma eſt ; cum autem venerit 
Tempus & evenit quod prophetatum eſt, tune Prophe- 
tia habebit Hquidem Expoſitionem. Lib 1 Ge 43. 


* 
* 


it 


_ 
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it was becauſe ey were more careleſs ' of 
Viſion, more and more deprived of the 
Gift of Interpretation, and ' apoſtatized 
from the Spirit of Prophecy. And whe- 
ther that PerfeBion f Time for the Illu- 
ſtration of Prophecy, which the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church ſpeak often of, 
be come or not; yet it is incumbent on 
_ Chriſtians at this Day, to ſhow an Harmo- 
ny between the L2w and the Goſpel, the 
New Teſtament, and the Old, K-47 how 
our Jeſus is the Fulfiller of the Law and 
| the Prophets, or we can't demonſtrate the 
4 Truth of Chriſtianity to thoſe, who de- 
mand and inſiſt on ſuch a Proof of it. 
What if ſome Infidel, as ſuppoſe the 
Ait hor of the Diſcourſe, Kc. ſhould take 
up the Objection, and fay, © You Chriſti- 
V ans at this Day, are no more like to the 
3 * Apoſiles and Fathers of the Church, in 
Mo Prineiplles;- than an Erhiopian is to an 
= © ZFuropean in Countenance. The Apo- 
e files and the Fathers held the Old Tefta- 
3 « ment td conſiſt of Types and Prophecies 
7 © of the New; and that Tropes, and Me- 
" taphors, and e are to be made 
> Cw autem venerit 4000 perfectum, tum & Ve- 
lum Templi interius diſrumpendum eſt, ut omnia quæ 


nunc nobis abſcondita ſunt, Domus Dei Sacramenta vi- 
deamus. Heron. in Ep * ad Hedibrigns. | 
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« Uſe 


Ta) 
<, Uſe of in the Interpretation of the 
« Scriptures, for the-Maniſeſtation of the 


Harmony between the Two. Teſtaments; 
“ but you are fo far from this Opinion 
< that you literally interpret the Law an 


& tical Relation to Chriſt and his Chu rch. 
* 'You talk indeed of Prophecies in the 
Old Teſtament, but it is in another way 
&, than the Fathers ever dream d of ; nei- 
ther do you ſo much as ſpeak of the 
„ New and Old Teſtament, in the Senſe 
“ which they did; who underſtood by the 
one, the Teſtament of the ae of 
the Law, and by the other the Teſta- 


c ment of 'the Spirit of it. If you would 


4 reconcile us to Chriſtianity, you muſt 
prove it from Prophecy upon the Prin- 


e cjples of the Fathers, whoſe Authority 


* is more than human, or the Chriſtian 
60 21 ion has no good Foundation. In 
c iis Time, conſidering the great Age 


7 


76 * the Church, one might think you 


«< would have lead the Truth of the 


9 Goſpel. from Prophecy; but notwith- 
e ſtanding your numerous and voluminous 
90 Productions on the Law and the Pro- 


«6 e phets, * we are fila at a a Loſs "or ſuch a 
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* Duo Teſtamenta, quotiam unum in Littera, alte- 


rum in 9 Heron. in Cal. 9, ad Algafiam. 
** Proof, 
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* the Prophets, as if they had no prophe- 
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pol Suppoſing that Perſectihn of 
</Þime-which the Apoſtles and Fathers 
« talk of. be not come for the Illuſtration 
Hrof: Prophet, Jet, reaſonably ſpeaking, 
Mau mig 0 ſied in a greater 
5 Meaſure rham they did; and at feaſt 
have made it appear, that Fefus is the 
e Prophet like Moſes, in tlie Redemption 
pf his Church, if there had beem any 
e 2 anch in that famous and cdncurrent 
E. 0 pinion: of both Fews and Fathem. If 
ou had done this, we would have taken 
< 18 — reſt of the Old Teſtament for Pro- 
&, phecy, upon the Word of tho Fathers, 
1 ** and have truſted a while for the Inter- 
pretation and Underſtanding of it. But 
85 in as much as you have not done this, 
e nor have explained any other Prophe- 
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2 5 cies, Which are not lihble to Exceptions 
E „among your ſelves, as well as to Qbje- 
ctions from us; ue perſiſt in :our Unbe- 


« lief, and Will be: e nd that. J ſiur 
ie the Afeſfs, by no other Argument 
: *:than from Prophecy; according ta the 
T HSunited Opinion of both Jews and Fa- 5 
= :#fothersic: 11244 %½ IIs MOD UTI ls 
This is another mighty Objection: agiinſt 
us, and 1 wonder n none, before the Author 
of kbe Hg. el, r Fe; . bis ü Toſinua- 


tions, did ever mak de it ;> particularly I 


have wonder d that none have objected 
F againſt 


[42] 1 

againſt the 222 abſbip. of our Jeſus, the 

Opinion of both Jews and Fathers; con- 

cerning his being a Prophet like Moſes; in 

the Deliverance of his People. Such an 

. Objection unanſwer d, overthrows Chriſti- 

anity at once, and renders the Authority 

of the Ancients: void and null. Fauſtus, 

the Manic hee, who believ'd there was no 

Affinity between the Old and Ne Teſta- 
ment, did make the Objection, ſaying, 

that the Words of Deut. xviii. 15, &c. 3 

could not relate to Feſus; becauſe be'was 

not \a Prophet like Moſes: | Whether 'any 

one will think St. Auguſtin's Argumentati- | 

on, that Jeſus was the Antitype of Moſes | 

in all Things, a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 

Fauſtus, I know not: But the Objection 

may be ſo ſtated, that, without a: pled 

Proof of Moſes's being entirely a Type of 

Feſus, and of the Deliverance of the Chri- 

ſtian Ohurch, after the Manner of the If- 

raelitiſo out 'of Egypt, the Authority of 

the Fathers muſt be as at Nought, and the 

Truth of bur Religion yielded up to Infi- 

dels. Neither will any other Arguments 


for Feſus's Meſſiabſoip, whether taken rem 
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3 Verba Deuteron. jabill. - bo non Ae FE a. Chriſto 
| intelligi, quia Chriſtus W an non elt. Ae. 
en. N * 16. 0. ” 6. 


„„ 
his Miracles or Doctrine, ſtand us in any 


ſtead. Which brings me to the 


Mea 


* 
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IV. Fourth Reaſon, Why the Affirma- 


tive of. the Queſtion in Diſpute, ought to 
be maintain d by Chriſtians, and that is, 
becauſe; no other Arguments, whether drawn 

from the Excellency f Chriſt's Doctrine, or 
Pomer of bis Miracles, are of any Validity 


te prove bis Divine' Authority and Meſſiah- 
ſhip, i this from Prophecy, in the firſt 
Place, le not evinced, and clearly. made 


0 


The Writers againſt, the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, & c. being diſtreſs d with the 


Subtilty of his Reaſonings againſt Chriſti- 
anity, and of Inability to demonſtrate the 
Meſfiabſhip of Feſus from Prophecy, do fly 
for Refuge to other Arguments for the 
Truth of their Religion, and are a little 
angry. with him, for inſiſting ſo much on a 
Prof from Prophecy, when he might be 
convinced of Feſuss Divine Authority, 
_ (whether it be proved from Prophecy or 
not) from the Excellency of his Doctrine, 
and Power of his Miracles: But notwitk- 
ſtanding this Opinion of the Writers a- 
gainſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
there is no Sanctuary for them in the 
Doctrine and e of Jeſus, neither 
ani" ke | 1 3 5 F 18 


br. 


a TY _ 
is their Religion to be defended igel kin 
| without Prophecy. 8 0 129; 291, 

T know not what Wecken Advocates for 
rhe Truth ef Chriſtianit) mean b) the Ex- 
celleney of the Pockrite of gur Fefur, 
who tauglit all in Parablds; hy 10 1 

peak without u Bab, ö 


dom of Hraben; that 18, Cf 
and Sübfittie Senſe gd f BY che Po- 
phets, iich they undlerſtand not: Nei- 
cher are the Parables of Feſirs to be under- 
ſtood, upon the Teſtimony of the Fathers, 
without the percedin allegoricgl and pro- 
Phetical Taterpfetarron'"bf ny ON Teſta - 
ment, Reh they: Toe no leſs Enethies 
tllan Strangers N e Wri 1 unt 
'the Aut her of the Diſchig ſe, &c. Rau 
other Notioh of the Eyeblleney 0 "Chriſt 
Doctrine, as, fot Lältance, By is being 
An admirable Teicher” "of" th ties of 
'Morality, 1 would by e ths "Hive 
them to bt k It out, 5 Fear n hor 
f hbe Diſeourſs. &. ſhould 5 at 


them, and prove that any of the Pffilöſo- 
phers'6f the Geiler, tr any” other, ratio- 
dal Mag, may krlke 4 mich betrer Thatcher 
| than Jef. Was. _ 925 03406 6 5 84 413 Zul! 9 
Neither do us his Agile 5 they 
att 'tiow-a-Days uliderlte bod, make 3 ap. 


Thing for his N * 
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5s admirably argued by tlie“ 150 
e ee A e 


« fox Chtiftanity from the Old Feſta 4 


«Ye Uhr valid; ik the Argutyents found- 
ed Ithole bofs be not conclult ve, 
and the Pro heeies cited from the 
has not fulfilled,” then has Chril lanity 


«no juſt Fout ation: For the Foundation 


2 oft which Te s 1d his Apoſtles built it, 
ce is then invalid and falle. N or can Mi- 
4 rucles, 10 to be wrought by Jeſus and 
wh avai any This in the Caſe: For Mira, 
es ean never render a Foundation Va- 
* lid, which i 18 in it ſelf invalid; can ne- 
wier make a falfe Inference true, can ne- 
ver make a Prophecy fulfill d, which is 


< Hot folliffd; and In never mark out £ 


4 Me; 2s, 0 ot Feſus for the, Maſſiar, 


4 potli are * 7g out it the 908 Te 


Li ſtament. des, Miracle 


„ ro "Y = y BY often ju "ily een 


W falſe Reports, When, attributed to Per- 


a wi eldim. an Authority from the 


Old Teſtament, which they, imperti- 


oy nently alledge to ſupport their Pre- 


e teßfces. God can never be ſuppoſed of 


ee Mieracies” ne for 
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< the Confirmation. of a falſe and pre- 


4 tended Miſſion; and if. at any Time he 
de does permit Miracles to be wrought 1 in 


+T Sonfirmation of a pretended Miſſion , 
we have Directions from the Old? Te- 
2 4e ſtament, not to regard, ſuch Miracles, 
4 but are to continue firm to the aftece- 
e dent Revelation confirm d by Miracles, 
© and contain d in the Old Te ment, 
4 notwithſtanding any Miracles 7 55 
5 (in the Opinion of; "ſome Divines, at 
10 5 Jplendid Gifts as they are, are. no. De- 

e monſtration the Truth , but) under 

64 the Circumſtance of atteſting ſome- 

ce thing contrary to an antecedent Revela- 

* tion confirm d by Miracles, are certainly 
_ &' no Proofs. of the Truth. This 1 is admi- 
rably reaſond! and 1 with the Writers 
againſt the Aut bor of the Diſcgurſe, &c. 
Would lay ir to Heart, and conſider, whe- 
ther Feſus © for his MI acles, can be any 
Thing the more a Melſiab. Do his Mira- 
cles 9 him to be 14 Fulfiller of 111 
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fulfil the Law and the Prophets to a Tittle, 


upon the Miracles of our Saviour, thinks 


by the by, he has wilfully e maim d, 
or more modeſtly ſpeaking, has imperfealy 


4 as ſplendid Gifts as they are, are no De- 
-monſtrations f tbe Truub; much leſs are 
our Jeſus s wonderful Works, as they are 
commonly underſtood, a Proof of his 


Mall ſly -: Tor. Was 1 to take chem into 


8 wy 
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place; or Miracles and the Truth of then 
are foreign to the Purpoſe. Je ſus himſelf; 
as well as Moſes, ſays, falſe Prophets aud 
falſe Chriſts may do Miracles, and b work 
Wonders to the Deception of Mankind: And 
it's enough to make us take Jeſus himſelf 
upon Suſpicion for a falſe Meſſias, not- 
withſtanding his Miracles for pretending to 


when there is little or nothing at all that 
is clearly proved, or can be plainly diſ- 
cern'd to be fulfill d by him. And tho the 


Biſbop- of Litchfield,” in a long Harangue 


he has anſwer d the Author of the Groundis 
foreſaid Paſſage, and Argument (which, 


repreſented, by leaving out that choice 
Saying of Dr. Hicks") yet J am of a con- 
trary Opinion, and think he hardly *ppre> 
Hends the Force of it. 


Dr. Hicks, as above, frye T hat Miracles, 
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| lich Examination 1-coul reduce them to 
next to nothing. I could ſay much, not 
only waneneiog⸗ ol thar Power they 
were wrought by, bur enough to mne us 
nauſeate the Report af ſome of them, 28 
done by: an immenſly wiſe Prophet. St. be 
wane fas, 4 Tf Jeſus s Power of bealing the 
Diſeaſt e any AUTOR £1 there te 
nothing grand in ib that is, if that awer 
Wasndt of: ſome fanther Uſe, and Spiritual 
Signifieation,. we ought not to wonder, at 
it. Calſus t rightly objects. againſt Jaſus, 
bis Alomance, hat. falſe Chrifts may do 
ibe like, ar 48. great Miracles: arid how 


rhea, ſays he, . Shall we Endzu or diſtinguiſb 


3 * 
i 


 theiGod from: the Detemer. them And 
St. Auguſtin fays, that ſome of the Works 
of Feſug were fooliſh: ones, if not ſigura- 
— And was he now alive, IL beſieve, 
he would expoſe to Ridieule : all, or moſt 
of the Miracles of our Saviour, upon the 
Senſe modern Commentators take them in, 
as well as he has done that of His f Cuoying 
2b Fig trace. If T underſtand Sc. Aan 
be htorallonigy: et e d ar 


0 $i enij is pen rat es eo U ified! nihil gran- 
15 raftirit i ais, qui Ae eurati ſunt. deen 
1 
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2 0 ee Cont. Celſum. Lib II. p. 89 | 
f Hoc factum, niſi + Sulurs i in- 
venitur. => ag 77 Sect. 7. 
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£ Che 1 | 
za, that J eſuss Miracles (abſtracted 
from their [myſtical $i Freon) might 
br wrougt Art an Power. 
"And what th t le Nee on that St. Auguſtin, 
Nr pliance. with Infidels, runs down 
che acles of Feſus? To exalt the. 1 
of his bis Meahſhip trom Prophecy, as the 
only 1 and certain one, that; can be 
truſted to, and depe ended on, and "which 
the turbos of the Diſourſe wil allow , to 
be moſt fure and ' demonſirativse; 
I hape no Inclination to Aae the Mira- 
cles of our” Jeſus into Examination, and 
"expoſe 50 in Fact, or in Circumſtance, 
for no ſtrange and extraordinary Things, 
which 1 could do; and 5 that” 0 


* a+ &.4 


the beſt” cireumſtantiated of t them woul 

as St. Auguſtin b argues, Hover have been 
Wrought, but for ſome myſtical Ends and 
Purpoſes. But I re this will * dane 


1 1 


Nane He 
1 . : Boe. Þ 
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3 Ut enim non eontemnereprat, nique e fabuleſa du- 
cerentur quæ Apoſtoli annunciabant, demonſtrabantur 
hes a Prophetis ante fuiſſe t quia etſi atteſta- 
ſoot 'Miracula, non defuiſſent (ſicut etiam "ihe 
1dam. muſſitant) ic Potentiæ Tana | 
; Sibuerent, niſi ade 0 705 ogitatio Conte daten 
prophetica vinceretur. Cont. Kut, Lib. XII. Gr 45-— 
b Dominus noſter ea quæ — e raliter . 
etiam ſpirixaliter volebat Penig e Eft mi- 
racula propter miracula geiebatef Sd wr Ts quz faci, 
dat, mira effent videntibus, vera efſent "Hg: 
bus. Germ: 98. Seck. 3. 
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fiorſ uf His! Mürdtrers Bat anly'! t Forks 
 oboſen? Witheſes,"thae, i 190 chic Contede- 
rates*and* Accomplices; Che were refolv'd; 
8c el. Was not th * Tyrer Days 1 
Obrist d Paſſtong that che. ien ex pekte 
his Nefurrectien, Wheh in all bree 
the People Wöufd' be gatlieked 9865 
ther, to behoſ He Miracle; ; 'bat” th 
Diſciplbs were a Day or. Two beforehand | 
With Erpeccatiens f the People. And 
though the Piſciples, for e We know 
 mighvbe ſimple and wndefipiing Met, Ye 
there have been ſuchꝰH“the World, 1 who: 
tofſerve! a Purpose; u Puld fiot f ts 
deviſe: mid propdvate à Falſhood, Rt at 
the Hazard of their Ves ftand to it. Bl 
however'this be, the Stbły of Feſug s Pré- 
diction, thht ber Was to Hf" Three Dat 
and * Nights | "the Hear, of” => the | 
word: Morning, before Break of Day: 
be wo; Page call'd | one Day, and ohe Nie b 
aud 2 aß was ſo ill conrerted bY The 
Evangeliſta, as if they Wanted good Me- 
mories, and common Underſlandings; that 
its'2 Tempration to any one to. think. the 
Whole ber 4 Fablg, and; that too no cun- 
eh, 0 one. 1 dee el Part N 
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of the Project; or the beſt Piece ws Ma- | 


4 nagement, in my Opinion thougb the 


Author of the Diſcourſe, . ſeems to 
| hink otherwiſe; was; the "employing: of. 
Body a to RE pare. Perfumes for Chriſt's 
Dh the' Stench of Corruption: 
2 Wo ſending them before Day to the 

dene 3225 where, being furp red with 
the Loſs of his Body, and alten at tlie 

Voice of Two. Men, there planted like 
1 85 ft s and Ah aritions,. faying, be i not 
2 bers, but is riſen, could; think ef nothing 
2 Vol 1 eee Miracle; which they 
be uld b e ſure bt Py wt dun ſuch Im- 


there is no 5 ene rm 4 — . — 
Was but a Type and Figure of his Spiritual 5 
. ee Belt . Reſurrection out 
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m Et nunc novi ; Ys Principes Saks Vert- 


tatis poſitum in irg erucißgunt falſis Expoſitio- 
nibus, & occidunt Mendaciis. Origen, in Matth.c, 27. 


_ Monumentum Chriſti eſt divina Seriptura, in qua {Rte 
_ vinitatis & Humanitatis ejus Myſteria Denſitate Lit- 


teræ geluri 6 Petra 1d, Hom, 2, In 
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and the Prophets, in 95 0 he has been 
buried; or {wallow'd up, as by a Leviathan 
like Fonab, for ere hree myſtical Days 
and Nights, I ſhould: believe it to be but 
an ialle Tale, as the Apoſtles themſelves 
did upon the Report which the Women 
made of it. But after all, I believe upon 
good n Authority, ſome. of the Miracles 
of Jeſus, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
were never wrought, but only related as 
prophetical and parabolical Narratives of 
What will be myſteriouſſy and more Won 
derfully done by him. 
The Reſurrection of Chriſt chen, inch 
Wants a good Proof of it ſelf, proves no- 
thing; much leſs do his other Miracles 
prove him to be the Meſſias. Or, as the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, +1 ſays, o Mi- 
ratles wrought by eſus, are, according 10 
rbe Goſpel Shen, 10 abſolute "Proofs of 


bis: being the Meſfut, or * of be Tur b of 


Chriſtianity. It is true that Jeſus, John x. 


38. appeals to his Works, as a Proof of 


his Authority, but he muſt mean to the 
88 a of en. or . do not | 
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1 Verites Scripmiis enn 8 non 
conſiſtit in nudis Verbis Hiſtoriæ, nam in unoquoque 
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of the Giave-: of- the Letter of the Law. 
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prove him to ba 2 1 Wiel the 
Wiſdom, as well as; the awer! of che Fa- 
ther, who was in him, | For 1 
ſelf, and St. au) ſay, we 4 7 Falſe. Chriſtsz; 
and: the Antichriſt. ſhall, work Signs and 
Wonders, to. the Deception of Mankind; 
ſo v. Oripen,, and 4 Hippolitus,' and otlier 
Fathers aſſert, | that Antichriſt will be an 
Imitator of. Feſus . in all his Miracles. I 
oy er wonder d at this Opinion of the 
- athers, than at any Thing elſe I ever met 

N in their Writings . But when I, conſtr; 
der d that, according to the Fathers, there 8 
were as many Antichraſts, As there are Hes 
reſies, with their L9 here if Chriſt, and Lo 
there he is, my Wonder ceasd : And 1. 
ſoon found that the great Autichriſt, ger 
cording to St. Paul, Ignatius, St. Are, 
broſe,  * St. Jerome, and. others, was the. 
£ ar, that 1 18, the Advenſ⸗ ary - to the Spi- 
 rituality. of the Law, and the, Prophets : 

the * of 955 A eG. or Anti- 
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Lex Dei ſpiritalis eſt, non habent veram Leg em, 
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chriſtianiſm , confiſted. in his 


from, Enmity to, and Contempt of <b> 


Spirit f Proph ey that is in- the Old Te- 
ſtament. Thea "Elerg gy of this Day had 


heſt to look? to it, Wischer chey denn af. 
bere to ſuch a falſe Chriſty inſtead of the 


A Meſſiah, or Logos of the Law zg and 


whether,” by their Feral underſtanding of 


have changed: them into he! 


Handert 


of erbat falſe Prophet, whom the Lord, at 
his coming upon the Clouds of the Letter 


.of the Law and the Prophets, will deſtroy 
With the Breath of his Month, or withithe 
Spirit of Prophecy. The Clergy, I ſay, 
had haſi to fee 3 they haue not 


-chang d the Miraclii af Jeſus ined theWon- 
4rd of Antichriſt : För the whole Myſtery 
of Chriſtianiſm and Antichriſtianiſm is on- 


ly intelligible in and through Jeſus s Tranſ- 


figuration, which, as Gregory Nasiangen 
ſays, will be the grand Subject of the 


Contemplation | of Myſtiſts, who, upon the 


Holy Mount of the Law, will gre owl 


ally behold how Jeſus paſſes from oge Type 


and Figure to another, and will apprehen- 
fively hear Moſes and Elias reaſoning with 
Divine. 2 t che Harman; and | 
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What then is the Conſequence of all this, 


but that Chriſtianity being, as the Aurbvy 
of the>Diſcourſe, &c. truly ſays, deſti- 
mimte of ull other, br external Arguments, 
we ſhould turn our Heads and our ive, tb 
the albne Conſideration" of Prophecies” fol - 
Fl d, which he rightly calls; the moſt pro- 
per of al Arguments, to evince the Truth 
of our Religion. St. Peter, who cofi- 
vers d with our Lord, ſaw: the Miracles he 
wrought, and heard the Voice from the 
eucellent Glory, at his Transſiguration, 
ſaying,, this 8 my. beloved Son, in aubon 
am well pleaſed; yet. declares, that the 
Mord of P Y, or Voice of God, ſpeak- 
ing out ofct 22 the Law and the 
Prophets, wbuldÞbe/a 1 more ſure and in- 
diſputable Teſtimony of Feſurs ' Mayſizh- 
ſbip. And 1 did St. Peter ſay ſoꝛ? 
aer as 15 2 Oe” * * regu, | 
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Calo eertiorem , propheticum ſermonem ab Apolial 

Aitdtum effe? quia poſſent Infideles iftam Vocem dela- 
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the Report of that Voice which he with 
others heard, and of Jeſus's other Mira- 
cles, is liable to the Cavils, Exceptions, 
and Evaſions of Infidels ; but againſt ante- 
cedent Prophecy, and its ſubſequent Com- 
pletion, there lies none, even in the Opi- 
nion of the Aut bor of the Diſcourſe, &. 
Who ſays, that 4 Man who bas the Old 
Teſtament put into bis Hands, which con- 
tains Prophecies, and the New Teflament, 
which contains their Completions, and is 
once ſatisfied, as he may be with the great- 
eft Eaſe, that the 014T eflament exiſted be- 
fore the New, may have a compleat, inter- 
nal, and divine Demonſtration of the Truth. 
of Chriſlianity ; whereas. Arguments of ano- 
tber Nature are very precarious. And 1 
believe the Author of the Diſcourſe to be 
herein ſo ſerious, that if conſiderable Pro- 
phecies, with their Completions under the 
Goſpel, could clearly. be produced, he 
would ſubſcribe to the Truth of our Reli- 
gion: In the mean Time, if he perſiſt. in 
Infidelity, I can't much blame hin. 
And thus for Four. ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
have I proved that the Afirmative of the 
Queſtion in Debate, ought to be defended 
by Chriſtians, vis, That the Law and the 
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Prophets are entirely typical and prophetical 
of Chriſt and his Church, and that it 1s im- 
pofſible to prove the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
or our Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, any other- 
 wviſe than by ſhowing - bow he does and will 
fulfil the Prophecies of bim in the Old Te- 
filament. It is the Exhortation of the Ho- 
ly Jeſus himſelf, to ſearch the Scriptures 
yo of 1 Meſ⸗ 
 frabſhip, for they are they which teſtify of 
Him. Fl St. Paul bas his Hoc hk 


 reaſmid with the Jews only out of the 


| Scriptures, opening them, and alledging ,, 
that this Jeſus whom he preachd was the 
_ Chriſt, or Meſſiah. And Apollos , though 
he was © an eloquent Man, yet had not Re- 
Courſe to Rhetorical Harangues, and dia- 
lectical Subtilties of pretended Ratiocina- 
tion and Argumentation, that are alone in 
Uſe now-a-Days, but being mighty in the 
Scriptures, he mightily convinced the Jews, 
and that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures 
of the Old ee that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt. And ſo muſt we too reaſon out of 
the Scriptures, if we mean to make Con- 
verts of either Fews or Infidel: ; for the 
Teſtimony of Feſuss Meſſiahſhip, fays 4 


2 


I 
gi Acts xviii. 24 . 
4 Revel. xix. 10. 


St. 


6» 
St. John, is the Spirit of Prophecy in the 
Old Teſtament; neither can any Man ſay, 
or prove, fays St. Paul, Jeſus to be the 
Lord, and Meſſiab, but by the Holy Spirit 
of the Law and the Prophets. Whereup- 
on give me Leave to ſay freely, that the 
Church muſt not pretend to have found or 
proved our Fefus to be the Meſſiab, till 
ſhe can ſay with the Woman of Samaria, 
(who, according to f St. Auguftin, and 
others, was a Type of the Heretical and 
Apoſtatical Church at this Day, or the 
whole Story of Jeſuss Converſation with 
her, is the moſt fooliſh that ever was told 
of a wiſe Man, with a ſimple Woman ) 
that our Jeſus has told her all ſhe has 
been doing for many Ages paſt, by the 
Spirit, or according to the Predictions of 
the Law and the Prophets. Then, and 
not till then, may ſhe appeal to the Jes, 
and other Infidels, ſaying, Is not this the 
Chriſt, of whom Moſes and the Prophets 
did write? For he has told me all that I 
have done, by the Spirit of their Pro- 
PRſrcy. LE 1 5 
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f Illa Mulier Typum gerebat Eceleſiæ, qua ven- 
tura erat ex n Eecleſiæ non juſtificat ſed ju- 
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Haring then thus rightly ſlated the Con- 5 


troverſy between the Author of the Dif-" 
Goon! yr &c. and his Opponents of the Cler- 
gy, and given my Reaſons, why the Affir- 
mative of the Queſtion in Diſpute, is to 
be held and maintain d by them: I might 
now enter upon an Exhortation to both 
Parties, to a vigorous and zealous Debate 
of it. But before I do this, I think my 
ſelf obliged to what may be expected from 
me, deliver my Opinion of thoſe particu- 
lar Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, that 
are cited by the Evangeliſts, and which 
make a conſiderable Part of the Diſpute 
before us. I ſhould not have ſaid, deliver 
m Opinion, but the Opinion of the Fa- 
thers; for I, ſo unlike am T to the reſt of 
Mankind, have no Opinions, but what 1 
have taken from them. And all the Ho- 
nour and Happineſs I can pretend to, is to 
defend and illuſtrate their Opinions againſt 


all the Oppoſition of Jews, Taye; and 


Hpoſtates to ie contrarye” 


Fiſt bm: the moſt remarkable Prop he- 
Cy, that makes the greateſt Noiſe in this 
COON, is that of Iſaiah, Chap. vii. 
14. Bebold, a Virgin ſball be with Child, 
215 ſhall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall 
call his Name Immanuel; which is cited 
WF St. Matthew, Chap. i. 22, 23. l 
Il 


1 3 


ird at the miraculous Conception of 
Mary, and Birth of her Son Jeſus. The 
Author of the Diſcourſe, &c.' very ſubtilly 
argues from Reaſon and Authority, that 


g the Words, as they ſtand in Iſaiah, do in 


their obvious and literal Senſe, relate to a 
young Woman, in the Days of Ahaz, 
King of Judah, as appears by conſidering 
the Context : and that it is an Abſurdity to 
underſtand the Prophet, as having the Con- 

x _ of the Virgin Mary, and the Birth 
ber Son Feſus, literally and primarily in 
zew. On the other Hand, the Writers 
againſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 


being concern'd for the Authority of St. 
Matt hee, and for the Truth of the Ap- 


plication of this abrupt and clipt out Pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, will needs have it with- 


out the Context, to have a direct Aſpect 


to the Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
and Birth of her Son Feſus; to which 


End they, particularly the Biſbop of 
L-—, write ſuch Stuff, that in Pity to 


their Ignorance, I will tranſcribe nothing 
of. 15 
Now by Virtue of that e 


power that I have aſſumed to my ſelf, or 
of that Commiſſion I have receivd fram 
the Falers, * authoratively geclare both 
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Parties to be in an Error: And if they had 
cConſulted either the ancient eme, or the 
Fathers upon the Place, with that Venera- 
tion which is due to Antiquity, they would 
have ſet them right; neither would the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, &c. ever have made 


his Objection againſt this Prophecy of Iſai- 
ab, if modern Proteſtant Commentators, by 


their Apoſtacy from the Authority of the 
Fathers, had not given him a Handle to 


ir e en; end 8 
Dont you know, Sirt, I ſpeak to both 
Parties, how the ancient Jews ſay, that all 
and every Thing, that Iſaiah, and the other 


Prophets have written, is, in a metapho- 
rical Senſe, prophetical of the Divine 
Lagos, or Meſſiah £ And dont you know 
that all the Fathers, as well as St. Jerome, 
were of the ſame Opinion? And dont 


you know, what you eaſily might know, 
that there are Two h Births, as well as 
Two Advents of Chriſt, the one aſter the 
Fleſb, the other after the Spirit; and that, 


whatever is written by the Evangelifes of 


| Ot ary, is, 
in the Opinion i of the Fathers, typical of 


Chriſt's firſt Birth of the Virgin 


9 — 
. . 7 X * — q r 
o 


» Secundum Autoritatem omnjum Seripturarum duz 


ſunt Chriſti Nativitates. Augu 9 Serm. Sh. 3 * 
i Adventus Chriſti unus guide Sb. 234. 


pletus eſt alius vero ſperatur in Gloria: & hie primus 
Adventus in Carne myſtieo quodamSermone in Seripturis 


Sanctjs Umbra e jus appellatur. Origen. in Lib, Fof. caps 8. 
| HS n 


em in humilitate com- 


c 1 


1 

his Second and Spiritual Birth of a Virgin 
Church; neither did the Evangeliſt St. 
Matthew himſelf, apply the ſaid Prophecy 
of Jſaiab, to the Conception of the Vir- 


gin Mary, and her Son Jeſuss Birth, any 


otherwiſe than as that whole Story is ty- 


pical of the more glorious and ſpiritual 
Birth and Advent of the Meſſiah, and Di- 


vine Logos, 1 5 Fed: 
St. Auguſtin ſays, that the Virgin Mary 
was a * Type of a Virgin Church, of whom 


Je ſus will be again Born. And St. Feryme 


plainly enough upon the ! Place in Iſaiab, 
ſignifies, that it refers to the Divine Lo- 


goss Second Birth of the Virginal Soul of a 
Church, uncorrupt with the Spiritual For- 


nication of Tdolatry ; which Divine Logos 
can of Neceſſity be no other than Imma- 
nuel, or God with us. It is not at all dif- 
ficult to conceive, metaphorically ſpeak- 


— 


* Nonne in Figura Mariæ Typum videmus Sanctæ 
Eccleſiæ Eceleſiæ quam Meretricem invenit & 
Virginem fecit, - Maria peperit & Virgo eſt, 
fic & Eccleſia parit Chriſtum & Virgo eſt. In Serm. 213 

l Virginem interpretamur Animam, que nulla Pec- 
cati corrupta eſt Conſcientia, & proteſt de ſe Immanuel, 


Nobis cum Deum, id eſt preſentem Dei generare Ser- 
monem. In Locum. Juxtu Tropologiam in Anima Vir- 
gainali & nulla Sorde maculata, de ſpiritu Sancto Dei 
Sermo conceptus, velociter de adverſariis Poteſtatibus 
Spolia detrahit, & ſili facit uiyerſa ſervire. In Iſai. 


cap. 3. ; 


5 'T 4 1 | 
ing, "low: Gch a Cbaſte Virgin of the 
Church, as St. Paul m and n St. 2 write 
of, ſhould be Pregnant, and bring forth 
the Spirit, or Logos of the Law, which 
becauſe of its rational Nature, and maſcu- 
line Senſe, may be frequently call d a Man 
Child, or the Son o of Man. The Virgin 
Church, who brings forth this myſtical 
Man. Child, muſt of Neceſſity, according 
to Iſaiab, be a Prophbeteſs, endou d with 
the Spirit of Prophecy, or ſhe can't be 
Pregnant with the Logos of the Law of 
Moſes. The Sign of the Birth of this 
Man. Child is to be ſought ('? in the Heights 
above, or Depths below.) in the Sublimity 
or Profundity of the Myſteries of God's 
Law. His Food is the delicious Sweetneſs 
and Fatneſs, like Honey and Butter, of the 
Spiritual Senſe of the.Scriptures. And by 
that Time, or before he has well made 4 
Diſtinction between Evil and Good, or 
Truth and Error, Worldly Wiſdom and 
| N like 4 Rexin and Pekab, That now 


2 


m 2 Com: xi. 2 
* Revel. xii. 2. 5 *. 
Ia. viii. 3. 
v per Profundum & Excelſum ust 1 raiſe legi 15 
quidam intelligit. Id. Iſal. c. 7. 

4 Duas autem Caudas torrium fumigantium (wn, Re- 
Zin & Pekab) ſapientiam ſzcularem & hæreticum Ser- 
monem intelligit, quorum finis Exuſtio elt ME: 


reign 


IE SY! 


reign in Sur Spiritual Sria and Trail, 
"wall fly before him, * yt 09% 4. 1347 "tet 


After this Manner is the Propheey of 
Iſaiah: to be allegorizd and foirindalix'd 
throughout. I have given you here but a 
ſhort Sketch for a Taſte ; which Whether 
any one can reliſh belides my ſelf I'know 
not a But whoever is, at all converſant in 
the Writings of the Fathers, muſt own it 
the very Tage 80 Reſemblance of Ori- 
gen, St. Hilary, S t. Auguſt in, and St. Je- 
rome. It is beſide my Buſineſs tooſtay, 
and make here a long Expoſition on Iſaiah; 
but this ſhort Hint at preſent, may ſuffice 
to awaken ſome to —— of the 
gobd old way of Interpretation, which the 
ancient Jes and the Fathers will aſſiſt 
them in, and make enſy, eſpecially if they 
obſerve their conſtant; univerſal, and moſt 
ene nen ar the nr N or 
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„ Apud Mofem & 4 Nominum Impoſiriones 1 
Tibet. Res ipſas, indicant. Philo. Fude. in 
rub. Nomina hæe quæ videntur e e Loco- 
rum n Yocabuly ex Significantiis ſpis, quas in Lingua 
_ propria, deſignant, rerum magis myſticarum Conſe- 
quentiam quam Vocabulorum Appellationem videntur 
oſtendere. Origen, in Numer. cap. 21, Nec hoo no- 
vun eff Creatori figurate uti Tranſlatione Nominum 
ex Comparatione Criminum. Tertullian. adv. Marcion. 
L. 3. c. 13. Multa per Nominum Proprietates ita 
expreſſa, ut non magis gerendis in præſens, quam in 
1 ſigaificandis peta * St. Hilarij Pſ. 67. 


Seck. 


* 4 
2 8 r 1 


R 


4 


1 66 
the Names of perſons and Places; which, 


by the by, will give us to underſtand how 
Adam himſelf,” according to St. Clement 


of Alezindria, and Tertullian *, , prophe- 


ſied, when he HAVE N ames to all Og 


Creatures. 


1 do believe the Virginity of the Mo- 
ther of our Lord, and will by no Means be 


mdaced to write againſt i it: But it is ridi- 
culous, very ridiculous and abſurd to ima- 
gine, that God ſhould give forth a Prophe- 


ey of the Conception of a Virgin, which 


is ſubject to Counterfeit, and in its Com- 
pletion liable to unanſwerable Exceptions 


againſt it. Who can prove the Mother of 


Jeſus to have been a Virgin, any other- 
wiſe than upon her own Word, and the 

ood Opinion her Relations had of her > 
995 b, to whom ſhe was eſpouſed, was 
| ſuſpicious of her Chaſtity ; and, for ought 
ve can demonſtrate to the contrary 8 


the an FO us mos 1 be E 85 


reer 


en _ EIS — ed 


ge 23. Nobnini bitches myſtica & e plette 
plena ſunt. St. Aug 105 in Pſi 134. Set. 19. Pro di- 
t 


verſitate Vitiorum & nrerpreratione Nominum diver- 
ſas poſſumus intelligere Nationes. St. Hieron. in Eze- 
kiel. cap. 3. &c. | 


Ub ** an m Coon erofuames res deem. strom. 


* Denique Adam ante Nomina Animalibus enuncia- 


vit, quam de Arbore decerpſit; ante etiam 8 
ith ney vorayit. De Carnis Reſur cap. y gu 


4 J 88 com- 
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common Soldier s Son. Was the moſt 
B young Lady of the City to be 
und pregnant, and ever fo ſolemnly pro- 
fels Ignorance of Man, her neareſt Relati- 
on would not only disbelieve her, but the 
whole Town would make Sport with it. 
And were ſome Women now diſpoſed to give 
their Wit a Looſe to Infidelity, they would 
ſay ſuch Things in Railery upon the Virgin 
Mary, and upon feminine Arts, to ſooth up 
weak and jealous Husband into a good 
3 and upon that Maſterpiece of a 
pretended Ghoſt and Apparition, like an 
Angel, ſaying, Fear not Joſeph, &c. as I 
care not to think of. 
But the Chaſtity and purity of that 
Virgin Church, of which Mary was a 
Type, and her Uncorruptneſs with the 
Spiritual Fornication of Idolatry will be 
amelie and demonſtrable, or it will be 
impoſſible for her to be pregnant with Di- 
1 Reaſon, and bring forth the Man- 
Child of the Logos of the Law and the 
Prophets. The Fathers, as I faid before, 
held and believ d all that was tranſacted at 
Chriſts firſt Birth , „ to be ypc and & 


RT hanc ( Bocletem) Fg ek | 
dit Spiritus,  Hunc Virtus Altiſſimi obumbravit ; hizc 
E Virtute Chriſtus agreditur- Hzc eſt immacu- 
ata Concubitu, fæcunda Partu, virgo ue G 
os ven. in Aena. Serm. 125. Se. 3. | 
SS . gurative 
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Surätive of what will” be Falfird af His" S8. 
E Accordingiy * Tertuliun ſigniffes 
to us Whit that 87/7 will be, that Is to be 
the Guidance, i and Direction of the Wiſe 
Men of the Eaſt, or of Men of Ne op 
e ſuch as are Velen ph 2 
Iyphiſts,” Myſtiſit and Symb 110ſo- 
: eppbif to The” Place of bis Bifth 5; ard 
9 Origen talks of Shephettls, or Paltors of of 
_ Corigtegativns: kee bing Watch over their 
Flocks in the Nis ght of Ignorance and 
Error, to Whom LY vang gelical Miniſter, 
Nuneib, or Ahgel, will Milt Tidings of 
Chriſt's: Second Birth; to their great Joy. 
But ſo much by way of Amden Tn- 
ſtruction and Iluſtration on the Fortfhid | 
Prophecy of Ifaith, ag cited by the Evan- 
geliſt, and on Which Commentators Have 
been ſo impertinent; as co give Occaſion to 
the Author 9, the Bit to make Sport 
Wich it. 1 have no more to add here, 
bur that all the glotious Things that are 
written (whether 0 7 Fewiſh Prophets, 
or Gentile Poets) une expected Meſ- 
3 has,” 'of that « Pegs, 5 ehty and Know- 


Ley * 1 FRY 
21 ; 7 th 1 Nl hd 41 ; . 


* ellarum 1 8 primi natum Chriftum, an- | 

nunc iant. De Tdolotatria, cap. 1 

„ FFurafne nihil aliud dibinius Sertprdkacenl Seri 

Gaming; ſed :tantum hoe quod ad Paſtures venerit 
Angelus! Audite Paſtores oeleſtarum, quod Angelus! 

vobis 5 Sec. In Lic. C. 2. Hon 12. 
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ledge in his Time, when be Mountain 9 of 
the Lord's s Houſe fall be exalted on the Top 
of the” Mountains 7" when Men ſhall FR 
their Swords into Pibteſbares; ; and che Lion 
ſoall lie down with the Lamb, &c. will re- 
ceive their Completion upon the Advent. 
of this myſtical Son of Man, or We 
Ogg of the Virgin ( Church.. 


Jun redit G Vögo 80, t Senn e 
Fam nova Progenies Celo demittitur alto _ I. 
2 Deum ſoboles, magnum Jovis Incre nen- 
— Djviim Genus, aurea condet (um. 
SKeula qui rurſus Latio, regnata per Arva . 


Saturn Ne wk & Garamantas *. 
| BY \ Indos 


Profecer Imphrium.— 3 

e Deum Vitam becher, Divine videbit 
Permixtoi Heroas, & ipſe videbitur illi: 
— Paracumgue reger Patris Virtutibus . 


55 ( Orbem 
— Nec magnor netuent Arments Leones, 


And it is rillicilous in the Biſhop of 
Litchfela, and others, to apply ſuch Pre- 
dictions of either Poets or Prophets, to 
Jeſus and his Church, for the Time paſt, 


When her Fate has been hitherto nothing c 
but Perſecutions, Wars, Strife and Vari- 


ance: Aud it is a Wonder that the Author 
f the Grounds, &. or ſome other Infidel, 

bas not, before now, with his Satyr, al: 
len 


171 


len ppon our Divines, for ſuch Nonſenſical N 
and Impertinent, Applications of Prophe- 
cies, which could have no poſſible ROTOR, 
to My. Ages « of rhe Church paſt. .. 


The Second” Prophecy of EY 00 
: Teber, and cited in the New, and ta- 
ken Fg of by the Author of "the D i. 
courſe, is in 52 A: it. 15. Where the Evan- 
geliſt, ſpeaking of Jeſus s. going into Egypt, 
and Return out of 1 ſays that was done, 
that it might be fi 4 which was. f oken 
of the Tt by the Prophet, ſaying, Out of 
Egypt bave I called my Son. © Which - 
Words, ſays the Author 0 of the DV | 
e courſe, &c. are found in Hoſea xi. I. 
and according to their obvious. Senſe, 
c are no Prophecy, but relate to a paſt 
Action of the calling of the Children ; 
of Tſrael out of Eg t, and not to Je- 
0. ſus's coming out of Eg yht. And he 
very pleaſantly. diverts himſelf. with Suren- 
 buſius, Whiflon, and others, about their 
Application of the. ſaid Prophecy to our 
Jeſus, in a Manner, that, bluſhing for their 
Ignorance and Impertinence, I care not to 
take Notice of. Hut my Anſwer, i in the: 
Name of the. Fathers, in ſhort is, that the 
Shes y of Hoſe 2a no farther. relates | 


% ©.8 


00 


EN] TE 
Type of the calling him, with his Church 
afterwards, out of Spiritual Egypt, after 
the Manner that the Iſraelites were taken 
out of literal” Egypt. St. Hilary v upon 
the Place in St. Matthew, is exactly of this 
Opinion. . And'* St. Jerome, in His Com- 
mentaries on Hoſea, makes the Words to 
be a Prophecy of the Redemption of New 
Israel, the Church in whom Feſus was, 
out of Egypt, after: the Example of the 
Deliverance of old Iſrael. And any one 
who is acquainted with my Writings , 
knows, I can prove how New Iſrael was 
deliver d and calld'out of the Spiritual 
Eg ypt of the Gentile Idolatry of the Em- 
pire of Rome, after the Similitude of Old 
I ael's coming out of Ep ypt before. It is 
ridiculous to imagine, that the Prophecy 
of Hoſea had a ſole View to, and did 
terminate in Jeſus s being call'd 'our of 
Egypt, which is contrary to the Opinion 
of the * Fathers, who all of them held, 
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y Typica Ratio ſervata eſt. In Matt. cap. 2. 

- = Dilexit nos Deus & vocavit de Tribulatione & 
Tenebris Egypti; vocavit autem per Apoſtolos & 
Doctores Eccleſiæ. In Hof. cap. xi. v. . 
Siquidem Symbola quzdam erant quæ tune gere- 

bantuxr, eorum quæ ſemper jeſu Virtute perficiuntur. 

_ Origen in Matt. c. 15. Veritati E futuro 
rum ſpecies adjecta eſt, — Hzc licer in præſens ge- 
ſtra· ſunt, quid tamen in futurum ſignificent, contuen- 
f '& . eſt. Hilar. in Matt. cap. 8. Sect. 8. S cap. 10. 
h ect. Io | | 58 | 


* 


that 


. 


that whatever was done by Jeſtit in the 
FHleſb, was hut a Type of what, would, be 
done by him in the Spirit e And: beſides, 
ſuch a Completion literally of Prophecy, 
is liable to Counterſeit:ʒ and a falfe:Chriſt, 
as well as the true one, may go . 
and return out of it, ſaying, All this wwas 
done 2 him, that ix might be fulfill:d nyhich 
das ſpoken hy the P . Hoſea, wies 
N _ 2 have T call'd LILY 0 305 
Fus RR N bio 0 936 
1 - Another fippoſis- Prophecy; "of. = 
ole Teſtament, taken Notice of by. tlie 
Aut hor uf the Di ſaour ſei &. and refered 
to by St. Mb ii 244 ſtands F 
1 2 e 2 3 me 
might b Fu reihe h was poen | 
'Prophera,. \ayings Heſball be call d' 4 2 - 
Zarene. Which. Citation, ſays the Author 
e the Diſcourſe, &rc. atcits not expreſiy-in 
any Place of the Old Teftament, and there- 
fore the Qld Teſtament can t he ſaid literally 
to be Fall 4 2 577 „And he diverts biw. 


#.4 $$ 


f out ki Prophecy. But I, as a Moderator, 
interpoſe, and in the Name of the Fathers, 
ſay, that the Words Nazareth, and Casa. 
tene, are to be interpreted, by the primi- 
tive Rule, according to their ſpiritual Sig- 
. gification and then any one may "wb 


us 


with b Ori en 
is, Or Will 
Natgreth, that . Holy, py A the 
Holy Gity of the Church, Which for its 


ande St. Jerome, oy Jeſus 


Sap@icy may ſome. time or other deſerve co 
be:calld Nazareth, a well. Feruſalem, 


for ĩts Peace and Viſion. And he mult be 


very ignorant of the Prophers, who is not 


aware that 21 2 all have propheſied of our 
Jeſus, for his being Ie, 


y Extant ſuch a Prophecy of the Me/tas 
i the Old Teſtament, as that be ſhould be 
call d a Nazarene, \,of the City of Naza- 


| "6. then both that, and i its Completion, 
would have been ridiculons, in as much as 
every Impoſtor, or falſe Chriſt, that would 

; ne to go to e might aſſume 


n Titl 575 9; 


4. The' ke 5 the. IEP Kc. 
gage « that ( Je ſus ſays of : Fobn the 


Baptiſt, this is the Elias d that was for 
© 70 ane 7 bats he, is ſuppoſed to aer 
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e the N g ure ne, of the City 


agarene, or Holy 
one of our Fra, Had there been literal- 


74 'H 
Ito theſe Words of Malachi'* OY I 
* will fend you Elij Tab the Pro opbet; 65 
4 t he Geng 97 E preat and 2 ay 
** the Lord, Which according to their 
© literal Senſe, are 2 Prophecy. that Elias 
2 * Was to come in Perſon, ' and therefore 
© were not literally, but 1 yſtieally fal- 
filled by John ile Baptiſt. To Whoſe 
Oblaten 1 ſubſeribe, auc only add to 
it, that, in the Op imon of the Fathers, 
Jes called John he Baptiſt Elias, only 
becauſe he was the f Type of Elias, who, 
as Jeſus himſelf ſays, before his Spiritual 
Advent, will come and reſtore all Things. 
Neither is there any Neceſſity, in the Opi- 
nion of even 8 Jett, as well as Fathers, 
that the fame identical and individual Perſon 
of old Elias ſhould” come for this Purpoſe. 
If ſomebody elſe prove but 4 Tisbite, 
that is, a Converter of the eros, a Turner : 
of the Hearts of the Children to the Fa- 
thers, a Reſtorer of all Things, and 4 Ful - 
filler of all "Things, in a myſtical Senſe, 
| 221 are e Wrikten dan old Ts, * W ak 
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C "Matachi 3 iv. 5. TIT, KORG hk. © 

johannes dieltur Els © wie 4 in eo Chridus prefi- Wo 
gure voluit futurum Adventum ſuum, 4 hoc dicere, 
quia in Spiritu Eliz erat ome es, & quod erat Jo- 

hannes ad a.” hoc erit Elias rd ſecundum Aren | 
tum Auguſt. in Foban. Evan. c. 2 
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LI 
he may beiti an y digniffed with the Name 
and Title! thechrangelical Elias. Mr. 
Mhiſton, in His literal: 5 of 
Scripture Prophety, 1 doubts whether theſe - 
Words of our Saviour, Elias ſhall come firſt. 
and reſtore all. pre, 6 be Prophetical or 
not; and, very unliſte to a Ræuiver of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, refers his Doubts, and 
his Readers, forſooth, to Mr. Mede. If 
Mr. Mhbiſton had eſpousd the Opinion, 
that the Words were prophetical of another 
Elias to come, than was John the Baptiſt, 
and had referrd his Readers to all the Fa- 
thers, for full and ample Satisfaction in 
the Caſe, he then in ſome Meaſure would 
have deſerv'd to be honour d and dignified. 


With the Title of a | Reviver ao Primitive: 
9 9 


y 


5. The hn as the + Diſco 18 Ge. 
fn Jeſus cites this Prophecy of Iſaiah, 
* By bearing ye ſball hear, and ſhall not 
pc Fer ail as if he aſſured us, it was 
< fulfilld in his Time, in thoſe to whom 
he ſpoke in Parables ; though it is ma- 
$4 7 that according to the literal 
Senſe, it relates to the obſtinate Jews, 


<« who lived in the Time of Iſaiab. The 


— 
* 1 
ky 


| #/Page 83. 5 
1 5 Authod 


760) 


Aut hof of the + W Ge. ſhodts this 
directly at the Reputation jo the: Holy 
Feſus,. for aſſuming to himſeif a Prophecy, 
ant} its Oompletion upon the ee, under 
= Parabolical Miniſtry; when it related 
only to the eus, in * Days of Iſaiab. 
Ber vorwithſtantling this his Opinion, it is 
impoſſible for him to conjecture, wherein 
the wilful Deafneſs of thoſe Fews- Con- 
ſiſtec, or what that Doctrine of Iſaiab was, 
which: they ſo ſhut their Eürs and their 
Eyes againſt. The Aut bor of tbe Diſ- 
— 25 may be pleas d to take Notice, that 
it was the Opinion of all the ancient Jews 
ard Fathers, as is above obſerv d, that 
Iſaiab, ard tlie other Prophets, wrote all 
in Parables, which} in a metaphonical 
Senſe, woul)- receive their Completion in 
the Days of the Meſſiab; and if this Pro- 
phercy Before ds was not compleatly ful- 
ffbdeupon the Jes, in the Time of that 
typital State of Chriſis firſt Advent in the 
Fleſn ; it wiill ber in the Opinion of the 
Fathers; moſt. ſubſtantially - fulfilld, under 
his Spiritual Ad vent, when Eocleſiaſtical 
Miniſterr vf the Letter will be wilfully 
Deaf and Blind to the A ſyfteries 'of the 
Kiig dom of | Heaven, Which will be taught 
— in pen d! Parables. 


ne 1 e e . e 
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And thus have. T' poke to all thoſe Pro- 


phecies of the Old Teſtament, cited in the 
Evangeliſts, with which the Autor of rbe 
Di ſcous ſe, &c. with his pleaſant Obſerva- 
tions on Modern Commentatori, thinks he 
has ſmitten the ' Mefrabſbip of our Feſus, 
and wounded the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
Whether I have ſaid any Thing to the Pur- 
poſe; or more to the Satisfaction of the 
Aut bor of the Diſcourſe, &c. than other 
Commentators, let him judge. - Whether 
theſe my Expoſitions, and Account for the 
Difficulties of the ſaid Prophecies, which 
have puzzled the Learned of theſe Ages, 
will pleaſe the Clergy, I am unconcern d. 
I write entirely upon the Authority of the 
Fathers, whoſe Opinions I eſpouſe, and 
am able to defend and illuſtrate. And 
from the foreſaid Prophecies thus · account- 
ed for, I again conclude ſeriauſiy, not jo- 
coſely with the + Author of the - Diſcourſe, 
that Chriſtianity 4s the allegorical Senſe of 
tbe: Old Teſtament, and that Gentiles as 
woll as Jews, muſt: he convint'd 'by Allegory, 
and become" Allegoriſts ; for the Religion it 
e, to'mbich they are to be converted, is iff. 
Chriſtianity, as | allegorically taught in the 4 
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- 3h Now: I. 
the» Diſcourſe; &c. and his Opponents, 
with Warmth, Zeal and Vigor, to proſe· 


cute the Controverſy between them; 
which of; Neceſſity. muſt end in the Oyer- 


throw of the Truth of Chriſtianity, or in 
its ſure only ſure Foundation of the Pro- 
phecy of the Old Teſtament. And ac- 
© nels 25 thus addreſs my ſelf in the 


ele And, e „re 
9115 201 ne 443 


11 F irſt to the Ce, 1 wonder;- Sire, 
that / upon the Riſe of this Controverſy, 
none of you apply d to me for Aſſiſtance, 
who} if; any Man, could have defended 
1 Chriſtianity) upon your Adverſary S Prin- 
_ Eiples, and have beaten him with his own 
Weapons. It Was but by Chance that 1 
read The Diſcour ſe' of the Grounds, many. 
 Monthscatter; its Publication ; and how, 
well I was-pleasd. with it, I need not fay, 


more than that it is the greateſt Curioſity 
; 5 Brink, we roam with, If I had Nap- 
7 d roc read it, upon its firſt coming 
i Frth, I cheuldthave given an Anſwer to it 
another Way. But now that the Clergy, 


without asking my Advice, have run of 
74, Ta Heads againſt this potent Adver- 
Tack the Part of an equ al Judge 
/: i 
. 5 applaud 


5 — between you: A 


ME GLEBE 


come to * Ge Autbot f 


Manner e to both Parties epa ; 
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applaud not any of your Writihgs againſt 
he ſaid: Author, not any of 4 wor 
ral Diſcourſes: which this Age has pro- 
N yet I. Will take Care — the Truth 
of Jeſuss -Mefſiabſhip,; ſhall. not ſuffer by 
the Objections of your Adverſury. This 
I will do for the Love of Truth, and the 
Honour of the Holy Je ſus, more than for 
any Reſpect I, bear to ſuch Contenders for 
Chriſtianity 121 as are the Geng at enn 
Day. i BAY. £ lo neee 
Let me tell wha be again and again, 
that the Truth of Chriſtianity is only to 
be defended upon the Affenativer of 150 
Queſtion above, which if it / be. impoſſible 


to maintain, we muſt of Conſequence give 
up our Religion to 


Irmi and Infadels But 
as I doubt nor»the-Poſlibility ofthe. Des 
fence of the Airmative of>the: Queſtion; 
ſo I. would per ſuade and exhort: vo itd 
ſearch the Scrijtures, for l tha alone ſurd 
and indiſput able praphetical Teſtimony * 
| Jeſus's Meſſiabſbip: » 8 Mil 1 fi. : 
Good Sire, be tha toi; take the 
Matter into Conſideration . les 
know what you can mean d Feſutf s be: 
ing the Meſſtab. Is it any Thing se than 
that he is the Logus, the Shinitixhe Lise, 
e Fulfiller of the Law and the Pro- 


phets? And how can he fulfil them, or pe 


the Spirit of them, if they don't —— 
rt ü 


OE IT — wo 
* 


of him 2 And Pb ah "08 Propheſy of 
him? Not literally (for that an Abſurdi⸗ 
ty to ſuppoſe) but typically, allegorically 
and metaphorically in thei Opinion of 
both Jews and F Fathers. In the Opinion, 
I ſay, _ the Jeu, a8 well as Fathers; for 
though thare are and have been of Old; ad 
Anti- allegorical Seck among the Jews, 
| calls Cone) yet, as the „ Fra the 
; Diſcourſes ee. rightly: aſſerts, the 27 
* Expectation of a Meſſiab, was founded 
on the allegorical Method, Wichout which 
they have no Reaſon, nor Authority, to 
eſtabliſh their Belief of a Maſſiab to come: 
Neither can Chriſtians, of Conſequence; 
prove our Feſus to be the Maſtab, with- 
dut a Recourle to the did Method. There 
fore muſt we, Bir, betake our ſelves again 
to che allegorical and metaphorical way of 
Interpretation of the Olg Teſtament, and 
look upon the Dye, in it, and ſearch for 
Antitypat in the Nom and adapt one to the 
other, like a Pair of Covenants and Inden- 
tires, as the —＋ Courſe we can take, to 
prove our under the Net Teſtament, 
to be the þ Nab and Fulfiller of rhe Od. 
All other ! —— and Arguments to 
5 rt n Na 2 : 


I 


een 


tiſßh Church in a Figure, muſt of Neceſſi 
flop the Mouths of all Gainſayers. And 1 
am of Opinion, that ſuch a Work will be 
done to Perfection, not in a Whimſical 

and Imaginary Faſhion, as ſome are uſed 
to ſpeak of Allegorical Interpretations, but 
in a ſolid and ſubſtantial one, in which the 
cleareſt Toothings and Indentings between 


therwo Teſtamears will be ſo Ville, up. 
on the Teſtimony. of Hiſtory and Auths- 
rity, that of Conſequence it muſt end in 
the Conviction and Converſion of both 
Jaws and Def 0 

It is lamented by Dr. Stanhope, and 
Dr. Jenkins, (as I find it in the Diſcourſe 


of 'zhe Grounds, ) that che all-porical, or, 
as I ſhould call it, the: prophetical way of 
tg. Mu -ahnonillbbin be met ame d mee 
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interpreting the Scriptures; which, was in 
Uſe. with the ancient Fews, Apoſtles, and 
Fathers of the Church, is now loft. And it 
mult be confeſs d, that the Key of Knaw- 

Tedge, which, according to m Origen, lay 
in myſtical and allegorical Interpretations; 

has, by literal Commentators of theſe laſt 
Ages, been ſo taken away, and unhappily 
laid aſide, that they know not now where 
to find it: But I, by Converſation with | 
the Ancients, have retrieved that Key, and 
will communicate the 'Uſe of it to you, 
Sirs ; not doubting, but it will open a Door 
of Prophecy, into the Church of Chriſt 
that's built upon the Law and the Prophets, 
for the Entrance of Jews and Infidels, to 
behold the Glory of God in it. 


Mir. Whifton is indeed ſo averſe to alle- 
gorical Interpretations "of the Scriptures, 


as I underſtand from the n Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. that it is his Opinion, they 
are the moſt pernicious and ill. grounded 
Things that ever were pte among 
Chriſtians, and tend to expoſe our Religion 


oo 
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w Qui criminantur Expoſitionem allegoricam & do- 

cCere volunt manifeſtam eſſe b & nihil ha- 

bere amplius, quam Textus oftendit, neque divinio- 

rem aliquem ſenſum, tulerunt Clavem Scientiæ, & 

omnem Legis Viam ad Intelligenda legitima aufe- 
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to the Laughter of- Infidels. 1 dot ſup- | 
poſe he is of this Opinion by himſelf, be- 
cauſe he has many Admirers that take any 
thing upon Truſt from him. But I can 
tell him, that the Fathers, and the ancient 
Fews, were of a contrary Mind : For nor 
only Origen tells us, that literal” Com- 
mentaries on the Seriptures, would run the 
Church into Infidelity ; but the Fews © ſay, 
that even Atheiſts themſelves would be 
converted by Cabaliſtical Divinity, or alle- 

gorical Interpretations, becauſe that there- 
in lay the way to the ? Knowledge of the 
Perfections of God and his Providence. 
To whoſe Opinion T ſubſcribe, believing 
that God in his Providence will be no o- 

therwiſe ſeen, than by open Viſions on the 
Law and the Prophets, ſpiritually and my- 
{tically interpreted. But for a farther An- 
ſwer to Mr. Vhiſton, it is certain that the 
Fathers, who were all Allegoriſie, con- 
verted the Gentiles of all Denominations, 
to Chriſtianity ; and it is no leſs certain, 
that the Primitive Chriſtians, allegorizing 
and tropologizing the Law, ſaw God Face 
to e ee yy Glaſs of TO 


— 
1 
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he 1 Lacie 8 in : Infidelitatem &\ vangs 
— In Matt. Tract. 26. 


? Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Fewr bp. e ee 
v Ibid. p. 184. 1 | Et 


4 2 "Ad - 


840 e 
And though Mr. V. be ſo far apoſtatiz d 


from Primitive Chriſtianity, as to think li- 
teral Expoſitions would rather convert In- 


fidels;; yet Infidelity, according to Origen's 


Prediction above, never more abounded 
than in this our Age, in which lee 
Commentaries are almoſt altogether pub- 
lin d. And I don't doubt but the 41 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. will take Care, that 
neither Mr. Whiſton's literal Accompliſh- 
ments. of Scripture Prophecies, nor his new 
devis d Canon of Scripture, tor the Recon- 
ciliation of the 2600 and New Teſtament, 
ſhall make any Converts among his unbe- 
855 nk and Infidels. 

Mr. Whifton alſo is of Opinion > 1 | 
learn dfrom the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. that the 4 allegorical Scheme, as he 
calls it, of the Interpretation of Scripture, | 
obſtructs the Converſion of the Fews, and 
hardens them in Tofidelity. If Mr. W. 
do not ſtand by himſelf in this Opinion; 
153 not only the Generality of Writers, as 
5 Baſnage ſays, are of a contrary one, 
complaining, that the cabaliſtical and my- 
ſtical Divinity! is too much neglected, or the 
Fews would be better and ſooner con- 


15 Vere; but N the Primitive a- 
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thers, 
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thers, who; by their allegorical Interpre- 
tations, brought Thouſands upon Thou- 


ſands af them to the Faith in Chriſt : Nei- 


ther can any other Reaſon be aſhgn'd, why: 
the Jews perſiſt in Unbelief, ſo dee 
ly at this Day, than the Churches Apo- 
ſtacy from the Spirit of the Law and the 


Prophets. Since the allegorical Interpre- 


rations have been ſo much out of Uſe, we 


rarely hear of the Converſion of a Jem 


whole Sincerity is not ſuſpected; and were 
any of the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church now alive, they would ſay now 
what they did of Old, that the Infidelity 


of the Jews proceeded from the Feil &* 5 
the Letter of the Law, that 29 upon tbeir 


and our Hearts, in the reading of the Old 


Teſtament. And though the Jewiſh jþ Wri- 


ters of late Apes — Chriſtianity 
do, as the Author of the Diſcourſe ob- 
ſerves, object againſt us our allegorical In- 
terpretations of the Old Teſtament ; Yer 
what is the Reaſon of that? Becauſe that 


being. prejudiced and poſſeſsd with an 


Averſion to Chriſtianity, and knowing 
that our A/eporiſts of Old converted Mul- 


titudes of them to the Faith, therefore 


they expoſe and ridicule allegorical Expo- 
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ſitions, though they implicitly thereby de- 
part from that Doctrine of their Anceſtors, 
on which, and which alone, is founded the 
Expectation of a Aſeſſiab. Becauſe then 
the Jets at this Day, are Enemies to Al- 
legories, therefore Mr. W. thinks we 
ſhould give up the Allegorical Scheme of 
Interpretation, as the * grand Stumbling- 
block in the way of Wel of the 
Jews to Chriſtianity: Is not this poor Rea- 
ſoning in Mr. V. ? Juſt like his Reaſon for 
the Excluſion of the Book of Canticles out 
of the Bible, becauſe ſome of his impious 
V Acquaintance ſcoft'd at it, as a looſe and 
obſcene Piece, in a way he could not an- 
ſwer. But however, when TI hear that 
Mr. Whifton's literal Expoſitions, and Ac- 
compliſhments of Scripture Prophecy, make 
many Fewiſh Converts, I will be of his 
Mind. In the mean Time, I do and muſt 
believe, that the Illuſtration and Applica- 
tion of the Types under the Law to our 
Je ſus, and the proving him a Prophet like 
Moſes, by a myſtical Interpretation of 
Exodus, to be a moſt cogent and irreſiſtible 
Argument of his Meſſiahſbip to the ems, 
which muſt captivate them upon the Prin- 
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ciples of their. Anceſtors; who, I ſay it 
again, founded their Expectation 0k a 
Meſſiah, on the allegorical Interpretation 
of the Law, and admitted of the Maxim 
of St. Paul, that all Things happen d to 
their Fathers i in Types and Figures. 
St. Auguſtin, who is of as good Autho- 
rity as Mr. W. fays, that the Law is ſpi- 
ritually-to be expounded for the Conver- 
ſion of the Fews, who thereupon will dif: | 
cern our Jeſus to be the Chriſt, or Meſſiah 
of it. And moreover, it was his Opini- 
on that Elias, who was to be the Conver- 
iter of the ers, in the latter Times of the 
Apoſtacy, would do it by a * ſpiritual or 
_ allegorical Interpretation of the Scriptures. 
And indeed both Fews and Fathers are of 
Opinion, that Elias can't do his Work of 
Reſtoration, without an allegorical In- 
terpretation of the Law and the Prophets : 
And how ſhould he? For the Reſtoration 
of all Things conſiſting in an accurate 
adapting of the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
Church, to 1 e See 1 how 


w. Diſcant Judzi ſ viritalite Legem RE can at- 
que in ea invenient Chriſtam. De Civit. Dei. Lib. XX. 
c. 28. 
* Cum ergo venerit exponendo Legem ſpiritualiter, | 


quam Judæi carnaliter ſapiunt, conyertet Cor Patrum 
4 filios, vo. Ibid. c. 29. 
ſhould 


li 88 1 
would Flizs do this, unleſs 55 allegorical: 
ly interpret the Law? Ho can he, like a 
wife Steward, bring forth out of the Trea- 
ſure of the Seriprure, Things both New 
And Old; that is, the new Thing of the 


OA 18e St. Regt 15 Father 40 
Elias himſelf, upon the ſpiritual and alle- 
gorical Scheme. of Interpretation of Ora 


cles. If Elias ſhould happen to be low of 


Speech, and Mr. VF. talkative, I don't 
doubt but the Clergy, the Audirors of ſich 
a Conference, concluding, that in the 
greateſt Multiplicity of ords there was 
moſt Reaſon, (or they would not 'admire 
ſome voluminous Writers) would decree 
him Conqueror. 

The Author of the Diſcourſe, -&c. very 
learnedly and pleaſantly diverts himſelf , 
and his Rerders, with Mr. Vs. Abſurdities, 
Contradictions, apd.. Paradoxes; and 1 
own, I took much Satisfaction upon this 
Account, in the Reading of him. I have as 
"great an Eſteem tor Mr. Whiſton, as any 

: 5 Man 


 Mathematician my felt, yet upon common 
1 be h an excellent one: But 
for his. I ivinity I never had Aru Reſpect. 
His Supplement to his Eſſay, where hes for 
exoluding the Canticler as an obſcene Book, 
out of the Canon; of Scripture, has in- 
.creasd my Diſguſt to his Theology to the 
laſt Degree; becauſe that Book is a moſt 
celebrated one with, Antiquity, both with 
Tews and Fathers, for its myſtical Repre- 
entation of the Love between Chriſt and 
his Church: Neither had any one Bock of 
the whole Bible, more Interpreters among 
the Fathers, ho ſeem to be in a Rapture, 
as they treat ou it; and among whom 
there was an holy Emulation, who ſhould 
riſe higheſt to the Sublimity of its Myſte- 
ries. Any one that has read Origen's Re- 
mains on the Canticles, can't poſſibly, one 
would think, entertain Mr. Whiſton's Opi- 
nion. And 1 could never have believ d, 
that a ſeriouſly pretended Reviver of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, would have rejected 
that Sacred Book, without any ancient Au. 
thority, ( excepting. ſuch as Theodoret 
ſpeaks. of, who were like Mr. Whiſton's 
Prophane Friends, that gave him the Hint 
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to rail a und it) or Without any other 


Reafon than 'beciuſe to himſelf, being un- 
able to reach to the myſtical Senſe of it, 


it ſeem d to be a. looſe 755 obſcene” — 


This 1 fay, increasd my Diſguſt at Mr. 
N biſton s Writings; but When 1 beheld his 
Opinion above, againſt the allegorical In- 


tene of the Scriptures, becauſe 


they tend to harden Fews and Inſſuelt in 
Un elief, and his Notion about the Cor- 
ruption of: our Bible, and his way to help 
us to another, my Stomach was turn d a- 
gainſt them. (THIEN 

Mr. Mhiſton would be thought F ald 


Contender for the Doctrines of the Primi- 
tive Church, and has publiſh'd' Four Vo- 


7 5 in OG, call'd Primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty Revivd, The 'other Day, and not be- 


Gre: I took thoſe Volumes into my Hands: 
And what would any rational Man, before 


his Peruſal of them, conclude they con- 
ſiſted of? Nothing lefs, certainly, than of 


many old Principles of the Fathers revivd 


ald illuſtrated ; or of the old Arguments 
for the Truth of Chriſtianity, againſt Fews 


and Gentiles, which he had given new 
Life and Force to. But inſtead of zhis, 


they conſiſt of a Story of his Baniſhmenr 


ow Cambridge, of-bis Controverſy with 
the Convocation, of an Epiſtolary -Corre- 


i 


ondence with ſome Friends, of a new 


ow Edition 


*. th” ot Mi ith. (a rn * 
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U orc]; 
Edition of Ignatins's Epiſtles, and the Ap o- 
ſtolical Conſtitutions, with his Diſſertuti- | 
ons on them; and of an Edition of _ 
Second Book of Eſdras; all which (ex- 
cepting his Account: of the 2 
Faith, in which he is miſtaken) have no 
more Relation to the Tirle of his Books, 
than moſt of the Sermons that are now- 
a Days preachd, are a-kin to the Texts 
they are pretended to treat on. 5 
. Had: I been born with, and educated 
with an Averſion to the Clergy y of this Age, 
whom 1 have loved to a Fault, and ſhould | 
be overjoy d to ſee them expoſed to the 
laſt Degree, for Ignorance and Imperti- 
nence; J could not wiſh any one to do it 
more effectually than Mr. W. will, if he 
goes on. As he has a great many Admi- : 
rers among the Clergy, Who implicitly fol- 
low / him as Sheep do a Bellwether, ſo his 
Schemes about the Corruptneſs of the He- 
brew Bible, and his Deſign (as the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. repreſents it, for I 
never read his Ey) to publiſh a new one, 
(which his Friends will take upon Truſt, . 
and others, being ignorant of the Reaſon | 
of the preſent Difference between the He- . 
bret and Greek Text, will be unable to 
confute) muſt of Neceſſity expoſe the 
whole (Clerical Body to the Contempt of 
the = enſuing. But nothing will more” 
M 2 ſub· 


ſubſtantially do this, than biz © Opinion that 
the allegorical Interpretations'of the Serip- 
tures, expoſes aur: Religion to the Infruits | 
of Jem and Infaels';\ which Opinion, 
however groſs and ahſurd in it ſelß, the 
Clergy will not dare to gainſay, becauſe | 
of tlie fatal prom. ae. ab it to une Re- 
putation and Intereſts. {1 
T have a Story to tell Me. hin, and 7 
T know not where moie pertinently to 
bring it in, than in this Place; and that is, 
that it was the univerſal Opinion, as ap- 
pears from Athanaſiur, Hilary, and 
b Proſper! Aquitanicus; of the Homoonufian 
Fathers, of the Fourth and Fifth Centiaries, 5 
that Arianiſm made Way for, and prepared 
the Church for the coming of Antichriſt. 
I, being a Man of Curioſity, could aot 
forbear ſearching into Hiſtory for the 
Truth of this Opinion: Accordingly, up- 
on ſtrict Enquiry, I do find that the great 
Anticbriſt was born in the Fifth Century, 
aud Was begotten by Arinillus on a Baby- 
. ee Wh‚ was the r je of | 
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Aids ; whether ſhe! was his legitimate or 
ſpurious -Of-ſpring, 1 ſtay d not to en- 
quire but for the Truth of this Story, I 
on able to account, when cal d upon to 

And it is plain that Antichriſt the ge- 

Ry ju Deſcendant of Aries, is now grown 
up to a huge Menſter of Nonſence, Inco- 
herence, Impertinenec; or his Grand- 
children of this Generation would not ad- 
vance ſuch a bulky Abſurdity and Contra- 
diction to all Senſe, Reaſon, and \Autho- 
rity, as is this, that the Alegorical Inter- 
pretation of the Law and the Prophets, ab- 
frucùs the Converſion of both Jews. and 
Infidelss + © 

But fo mueh at preſent * Mr. Wrhifton ; 3 

J return then to my Exhortation of you, 
Sivs, again to ſearch the Scriptures, by an 
allegorical Interpretation of them, for a 

Teſtimony of the Mefrabſbip of our Feſus.. 
And I would not ſo often and moſt ſeri- 

_ ouſly urge and preſs you to this, if I my 

ſelf was not of Ability to demonſtrate the 
Truth of Chriſtianity accordingly, and ful- 
IF perſuaded and convincd in my Conſci- 
* that there is no other way to prove 

r Jeſuo to be the Chriſt, and Meſſiab. 
k is not, Sirs, to ſtrengthen and confirm 
your Adverſary in his Objection againſt 
our Religion, that J am for holding the 

Munde of the Queſtion in ——5 but 


to 


* 


„ „ 
ta excite. you to a Defence of Chriſtianity, 
according, to it; whereby. you will humour 
the Author of the, Diſcourſe, &c. in his 

Objection, and convince. him upon his 
own Principles. If L am partial, I fay it 
again, it is on your Side, being more zea- 
lous for the Truth of our Religion, and 
better able to defend it, than any of you 
all. And if you pleaſe to allow of your 
Adverſaꝛys prime Poſition, that Chriſtia- 
nity is: founded on the Old Teſtament, or 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt is only to be 
. proved. from the. Predictions of the Law 
and the Prophets, and will proceed in 
your Vindications of our Religion accord- 
ing. to it, . you ſhall find me your real 
Friend and Abettor, who will aſſiſt and di- 
rect you to. this Purpoſe. For I will not. 
ſand by, as an unconcern'd and diſinte- 
reſted Moderator, and ſee Chriſtianity ſuf- 
fer by the Impotency of your Defences, 
or by the Power of the Objection of your 
Adverſary ; whoſe moſt ingenious and 
learn'd Performance, I hope, will have no 
worle Effect upon the Church „ than to 

awaken her Prieſts to a Vindication of her 
Religion from Prophecy, as the alone moſt 
Sure and | ſolid Foundation, ſhe is built 


It is the Opinion of Mr. Newcome,, one 
of the Writers againſt the Author of the 
a = "= 


Diſcourſe, & :c. that * rhe Sent if the Pro- 
phecies has perbat s been too mic neglected, 

ſo that this Sealous Oppoſition may provi- 
dentially be of great Service to the Chriſti- 
an Church, and promote a more” accurate 
Underſtanding of the Prophetick Writings ; 
of whoſe Opinion J am exactly, and hope 
that this Book: of the Adverlary, which 

Mr. Newcome unwarily calls Pernicious, 
may in the End be of good Con ſequence, 
ſo as to diſpoſe, if not force ſome to prove 
the Truth of our Religion from Prophecy ; 
which, if clearly made out, the bor 0 
the Diſcourſe will allow to be a moſt ſure, 
proper, and indiſputable Evidence and 
Proof of it. ell who is the Man that 
would not think himſelf happy, and ex- 
-alted to Honour, that ſnould do this; that 
is, prove the Meſſfahſbip of Jeſur, from 
the exact Harmony of the Goſpel to the 
Law of Moſes, ſo as for ever to put to Si- 
lence, and ſtop the Mouths of 'Fews and 
Infidels againſt him. To this Purpoſe the 
faid Mr. Newcome ſays again, * that it muſt 
be very acceptable to Ged, and honourable 
to our ſelves, to underſtand the prophetick 
. or rather, as he Would have 
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faid,. tke ropberich Seile; for the prophe- 
tick Lan ages, ere .the. Hebrew and the 
Greet, Whick many underſtand well z but 
the prophetick Sei. as St. Clement of Alex- 
audria ſaya, is parabolical; which no body 
underſtands befides Mr, Newcome;\ ot my 
elf, But excuſing this Miſtake, which is 
the ſame, that e Mr. Whifton'has osten com- © 
mitted, and is but a ſmall. Blunder, in 
Compariſon: of the Huge Bulle, greater 
Doftors of Divinity have made, I think his 
Sermon gor theſe Tad foreſaid Expreffions, 
Worthy of the Light: Neither do I ſee 
any other Reaſon gh Dr. Snape, tlie then 
Vice. Chantellor, and the Heads of the Lni- 
very} ty of Cambridge, deſired him to Print 
it, 6xcepting this one, that being charm d 


with the Sound of the Words, Types, F. 


 gures, Symbols, A Regoyies, and Hierogly- 
pbic ks, which often occur in it, they laid 
| bene this tunity by a Publication 
of that. Sermon, to teſtify to the World 
their Approbation of and Eſteem for * 
Symbolical Philoſoph phy and Theology of 
the greateſt Typ, Nh. H. reg, 
and Oneiroctise. the. Univerſe, who. re- 
turns | them his hearty. Thanks for that 

Camplieent upon himſelf, and Reproof of 


— 


, 2 4 
— T7 TR » LIM "oy "I „ * 5 wy 


2 * See the Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p 0 8 5 
bis 


p 
his Defamers. No other Conſideration, I 
dare ſay, moved Dr. Snape to encourage 
an otherwiſe empty Invective againſt the 
ſuppoſed Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
who for his great Learning, and other ex- 
cellent Endowments, is a greater Honour 
to King s-College, than any Doctor of Divi- 
nity that ever was Member of it. If Tam 
miſtaken in theſe Conjectures, I expect to 
be rightly informd, and then I will re- 
tract publickly, and make ſuch Obferva- 
tions on that Sermon, as ſhew, Men of 
learned and waking Ears, could not ap- 
C VV 
But to return again to the Buſineſs in 
Hand, which is to exhort you, Sire, to a 
Proof of Chriſtianity from Prophecy, or 
of the Meæſſiahſbip of Feſus, from his Com- 
pletion of the Types and Predictions of 
him in the Law and the Prophets. I cant 
too often ſay it, that the Logos, or Spirit 
of the Law of Moſes, and the Prophets, 
is the Rock, on which alone the Church 
can be built; and the truſting to, or de- 
viſing of any other Arguments for the 
Truth of our Religion, is but building on 
2 Sandy Foundation. It is the common 
Complaint of the Clergy, that Infidelity 
gains Ground, and I verily believe it: But 
what is the Cauſe of it? Tf the Clergy 
would lay their Hands upon their Hearts, 
17 5 they 
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they might be conſcious, that their own 
irtational, incoherent, and impertinent De- 
fences of Religion, have occaſion d many 
ſenſible Gentlemen to call the Truth of it 
into Queſtion. With the Multitude of 
Hoylean Lectures, Infidelity increaſes. And 
1 am fo far from wondering, that there 

ſhould be Infidels among us, that I much 

more wonder, that, conſidering the Ab- 
ſurdities and Contradictions, the Advocates 
for Religion advance, there is, amon 

Gentlemen of Senſe and Reading, ſo much 

as one Believer of the Truth of it. We 

may ſee how the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. ſports himſelf with ſuch Inconſiſten- 


cCeis and Abſurdities of the Writers of the 


Church, as do infer that Religion is not 
defenſible upon any of their Principles, 
-much leſs upon all of them taken toge- 
ther. And were not the Writers for Chri- 
ſtianity, concern d more in Intere/? than 
in Principle, for the Truth of it, I ſhould 
think them principally, conſidering the In- 
ferences that naturally flow from their Te- 
nets, no better than Unbelievers in Diſ- 
guiſe, who under the Pretence of writing 
for the Chriſtian Religion, like the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. had nothing more 
in View, than the Overthrow of it. Was 
I to go about to collect the many groſs In- 
coherences and Abſurditics that are pub- 


nd 
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lid in Behalf of Chriſtianity, T ſhould 
never have done. But to mention ſome 
of them, with Relation to our preſent 

| Caſe ; what's a greater Contradiction, than 
what Dr. Nicholls aſſerts, that it is the 

Glory of Chriſtianity to be founded on Alle- 
gory ; and what a Writer againſt the Au- 
thor ＋ the Diſcourſe, &c. affirms, in the 
very Title of his Pamphlet, that the Chri- 

lian Religion is not founded on Allegory © 

- Whats more incoherent, than the Opinion 

of Dr. Fenkins, Mr. Dallee, and others, 
that the Old Teſtament is the moſt plain of 
all ancient Writings, and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood; and the Opmion of Mr. Dodwel, 
Tir. Hae: and others, that it is hard to be 
underſtood ; being involy'd with the Ob- 
ſcurities If: Dyer, FTropes and Figures. 
What's a greater Abſurdity than Mr. Whi- 
eon; literal myſtical Scheme, or than his 
Enmity to Allegories, together with his 
Reception of Barnabas Epiſtle into 4 
Canon; or that his Aſſertion of St. 
rome s being the firſt Allegorical * 
ter, when he is conſcious that all the Fa- 
thers of the preceding Ages were ſuch too? 
But the Bulwark of Anti-Chriſtianiſm, the 
Source of Confuſion within the TIRED, 
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a the Aſplum of Infidels without, is that 
horrible ES of moſt pernicious Con- 
ee which Chriſtian Writers, parti- 
cularly Proteſtants, have firſt advanc'd and 
defended, vis. that the Fewiſh Cabala, or 
myſtical Theology, is of no older a Date 
WW after the Captivity. This Opinion | 
Father Simon, Monſ. Le Clerc, and Dr. 
Spencer, whom I account no better than 
Infidels, eſpouſe, and ſmite Chriſtianity to 
the Quick with it. And we ſee the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe 8 embraces it, and by 
the Means of it, plays faſt and looſe with 
our Religion, pulling down at one Time, 
what he would ſeem to build up at another 
with Allegories. If we let this Opinion 
pas uncorrected, we muſt allow the Ca- 
raites and Exdducenr of Old, to be the 
more Orthodox Divines among the Jews ; 
and morcover hold with h Dr. Lightfoot, 
for whom I have more Charity than to 
ſuſpect of Infidelity, that the Fewiſh Caba- 
liſtical Converts is fed led Chriſtianity with 
their deadly and unprofitable Allegories ; 
that is, corrupted the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church with their Myſtical, and Ty- 
Pical Theology. If fo, Fare wel to Chriſtia- 
nity, and. of f conſequence, to all n 
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And though the Biſhop, of Litchfield incon- 
ſiderately i ſays, that he is not concern d to 
vindicate the Antiquity aſcrib d by Philo, 
o the allegorick way of Writing, much 
Jeſs the Abuſe it was carryd to by after- 
Ages, no, nor to defend at all this man- 
ner of Writing; yet J am ure he is obliged 
to it, or it is impoſſible to write a good 
Defence of Chriſtianity. And if he, or 
ſome others of better Abilities, do not do 
it, before I undertake it my ſelf, I will ex- 
hibit ſuch an Accuſation againſt the Clergy 
of this Age for Apoſtacy, and even for In- 
fidelity too, if they may be charg'd with 
the Conſequence of their Opinions, as they 
ſhall not be able to acquit themſelves of. 
It is then of the firſt Importance, to con- 
tend for the Opinion of the Fathers and 
ancient ewe, that the Cabaliſtical Theolo- 
gy, or allegorical way of Interpretation of 
the Law, was derived from Moſes, ( for 
which I have Demonſtration enough on a 
proper Occaſion to be rodvecd 5; and 
if but according to it, we can prove the 
Law prophetical of the Goſpel, or our 
FJeſus, in his Oeconomy, a Prophet like ro 
Moſes, we ihall then eſtabliſh Chri- 
ſtianity on its ſure Foundation, and re- 
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ſtore An to her rightful Chair of 
Authority. And I don't. doubt but the 
Man that does this, will be the Con- 
verter of Jews and Infidels, and like 
Conqueror, ride in a triumphal Chariot 
over the falſe Gods and falſe Chrifts of the 
Univerſe, which being bound in Paraboli- 
cal Chains, will be led as  Coptives * 
him. 1 

This then is farther Encourge ment to 
the Study of the allegorical, myſtical, and 
propherical Senſe of the Scriptures, for a 
Proof of the Meſſiabſbip of Feſus. But 
you'll ask here, Where muſt we begin to 

| expound ll Things that are written in the 
Law, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms, concerning our Jeſus 2 I Anſwer, 
where the Holy Feſus, who is the Divine 
Logos, upon his ſpiritual Reſurrection out 
of the Grave of the Letter, will direct us, 
and that is, to begin with Moſes, and then 
proceed to the Propbers, and fo expound | 
the Things concerning himſelf, Or as it 
is St. Auguſtin s * Opinion, we muſt begin 
this myſtical and allegorical Expoſition, 
with the Deliverance of the Iſraelites out 
of Egypt. We muſt open our Mouths in 
FOO, that 1s, in the Parabolical Hi- 
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ſtory of that Egyptian Deliverance, and 
apply it to the or of rhe Redemption 
of Chrifts Church 7d 1 Gentile Idolary, 
and the per ſecuting and harden d Hearts of 
the Emperors of Rome. We muſt declare : 
and illuſtrate Enigma of Old, ſuch as we 
may ſee by open Viſion, and ſuch as we 
have heard of from our Fathers, who have 
told us of them, to the Intent that Poſte- 
rity might be inform'd of the Wonders that 
God did for the Primitive Church, after 
the Manner he had done before for old 
Iſrael. You know, Sire, T am both able 
and willing to aſſiſt you in this Work; and 
if you and I together, upon tlie concur- 
rent Teſtimony of Fews and Fathers ( Hi- 
ſtory, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, all along 
ſupporting us) do this clearly, we ſhall 
open and prepare the Way for the myſtical 
and allegorical Interpretation of the reſt 
of the Law and the Prophets, in ſuch a 
Manner as the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
muſt yield to, and which muſt of Neceſ- 
ſity Subdue and Conquer him upon his 
own Principles. Though it was Fauſtuss 
Opinion and Objection, that our Feſus 
was not at all a Prophet like Moſes, yet I 
queſtion not, but we ſhall ſhow they bear 
| a Reſemblance to each other, as Face an- 
ſwereth to Face in a Glaſs: And though 


the” 
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the 1 Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. as well 
as Celſus ar 95 orphiry, may be of Opinion, 
that the Teltnients of the Letter, 
and of the * Spirit, are not by allegorical 
Interpretations to be reconcild to each 
other ; yet I doubt not, but we ſhall de- 
monſtrate them to be like a Pair of In- 
| dentures, that in all Points correſpond to 
one another. And though you, Sire, may 
be diſhearten'd with the Apprehenſions of 
the Difficulty, and even Impoſſibility of 
ſuch a Demonſtration, yet, I ſay, fear not, 

and in Time you may receive the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction, Origen ® ſpeaks of, of 
beholding, and of contemplating on 
the Harmony and Agreement between 
them. 
What then ſhould hinder you, Sirs, from 
taking this Method, which is fo cogent, 
proper, and convincing, with your ERS 
verfary ? There is indeed a Lett and Impe- 
diment or Two in the Way, but T am 


_ aſhamed to mention them before Scholars, 


Chriſtians, and Philoſophers, who are or 
ſhould be ſuch Lovers of Truth, and of 
their —— as to be ready to lay down 
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their Lives, much more their ſecular Inte- 
reſts for it. But whether you will take 
my Advice, and accept of my Aſſiſtance, 
or not; yet, if you write any more againſt 
the Author of the Difcourſe, & e. let me 
beg of you to take theſe Cautions and Ad- 
monitions along with you. 


Furſt, That you accuſe him 1 no more of 
writing n without Learning, and with but 
little Learning, as ſome of you do, till 
you can make good your Accuſation, and 
diſcover more Learning in your Oppoſiti- 
ons to him. He is certainly a moſt learn- 
ed and ingenious Gentleman. He has 
rightly and ſtrenuouſly attack d the Truth 

of Chriſtianity, which you are not able to 

defend. He has batter'd the Church with 

her own Armour, and beaten her ſacerdo- 
tal Guards with their own Weapons. His 
Performance beſpeaks great Art, and much 
Induſtry ; whilſt your Replies, for the 
moſt 45 conſiſt of Gibberiſh and Imper- 
tinence. If you, any of you, had mani 
feſted any good Reading in your Anſwers, 
or had contended with him upon equal 
Reaſon and A 1 ſhould not have 
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paſs d this Cenſure: But, as the Caſe ſtands, 
T ſhould be an unjuſt Moderator, if T had 
not given you this Reproof. Your 
Charge, Sirs, againſt him, for want of 
Learning, is as Graceleſs, as that of an 
impudent Bawd's accuſing a moſt virtuous 
and modeſt Virgin of repeated Fornicati- 
ons; and I was put to the Bluſh at the 
reading of ſuch a ſenſleſs and groundleſs 
Calumny. In ſhort, the Second Part of 
the Author's Diſcourſe in Vindication of 
our Bible, againſt Mr. Whiſton's Eſſay, is 
ſo curious, learned, and elaborate, that! 
queſtion whether it can be equalld by any 
Doctor of the Church. Whether the Cler- 
gy think of giving him publick Thanks 
tor it, I cant tell; but he is more de- 
| ſerving of them, than was the Earl of 
NM, for his Defence of the Do- 
Grine of the Trinity : And J hope the Two | 
Univerſities will take it into Conſideration, 
eſpecially Cambridge, and pay that Reſpect 
which is due ro a molt learned Gentleman, 
Who was once a Member of, and is now an 
Honour to her Body. Ces 


Soecondliy, J obſerve, Sirs, you charge 
the Fut hor of the Diſcourſe ? with Malice, 
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and for being a Scoffer, and call his Trea- 
tiſe 1 a grave Piece of Buffoonry, Where- 
fore is all this foul Language? Becauſe an 
ingenious Gentleman labours under ſome 
Doubts about the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
which the weak Arguments of its Advo- 
cates, and their other Abſurdities and Con- 
tradictions have occaſion d; and becauſe, 
like other Controvertiſts in Religion, he 
takes the Liberty to propoſe his Doubts 
and Objections from the Prefs, in order for 
Satisfaction in them ; is he therefore to be 
accuſed of Malice? And becauſe he art- 
fully diſguiſes his Infidelity, to avoid giv- 
in2 Offence to weak Brethren of a blind 
and implicit Faith; is he therefore to be 
accuſed. of writing a grave Piece of Buf- - 
ſoonry.? And becauſe he pleaſantly Feat 
himſelf and his Readers, with the Tmper- 
tinence of Boylean Lecturers, and of other 
Theological Scribhlers, is he therefore to be 
accounted: a Scoffer £ There is no Reaſon 
in all this; which an impartial Reader will 
turn to the Diſadvantage of the Clergy, 
and conclude it an Argument of the Bad- 
neſs of their Cauſe, or of their Impotency 
for the Deſence of it, or they would not 
have Recourſe to 1 ach ſoul Language 
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There are indeed too many Inſtances to 
be given of malicious Writers, among our 
Polemical Divines, who more than any 
Men of another Craft, bear a Spite againſt 
one another. Some Authors of high Sta- 
tion in the Church, had never been, with 
that Bitterneſs of Stile, written againſt, if 
they had not been envy'd in their Pre- 
ferments: And it is well known, that the 
Prieſthood of this Age are ſuch a Genera- 
tion of Vipers, that, were they not re- 
ſtraind by the Civil Authority, would 
through Malice, be biting and devouring 
one another. But the Author of the Dif 
courſe can t poſſibly bear any Malice to 
God and Religion, nor even to the Clergy, 
unleſs their Havghtineſs and Ill-uſage of 
him ſometimes may have diſoblig d, and 
provok d him to it. 


And there are Buffoons, mere . 


8 too, among the Writers of the Church. 


T forbear to mention them: But if 
Mr. Newcome had known what it was to 
act the Buffoon in Controverſy, he would 
have paſs d by the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, and have thought of them. 

But a Scoffer, forſooth, is the Author = 
of the Diſcourſe calld ; and one of the 
Writers againſt him thinks himſelf witty 
for ſaying, that he who writes againſt Pro- 
phec * has fulfill d wry of St. Peter, who 


 ſaye,.. 
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that in the laſt Days ſhall come Scoffers. 
But let me tell him, that St. Peter ſpeaks 
not of Infidels, but of Apoſtates, who, be- 

ing departed from the Primitive Doctrine 
of the Spirit of the Law, will Scoff at the 
Revival of it; and it will be well, if ſome 
Clergymen ben t found greater Scoffers, Re- 
vilers, and Blaſphemers of the Spirit of 


Prophecy, than the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe i is, or can be. 


Thirdly, A certain Threepenny Writer of 
a Letter to the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
who ſubſcribes himſelf 4 Divine of” the 
Church of England, fays to him * thus, 
If you will promiſe, that if there be any 
farther Correſpondence between us, 
you ll behave your ſelf more like a Man, 
more like a Perſon of moral Honeſtly and 
Integrity, but eſpecially more like a 
Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Phileſupher, 
and keep cloſe ro the Argument, and 
leave out every Thing that is foreign to 
it, I will draw up what ſeems to me a - 
© conclufive Proof of the Truth of the 
_< Chriſtian Religion, and publiſh it as 
_ © ſoon as conveniently may be. Where- 
fore i is all this Ribaldry, Random: ſoot and 
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Billing ſpate Language 2 The Author of the 
Hens ſhewn himſelf to be a [ood 
lar, and a Philoſopher ; to whom this 
 Threepenny Writer, for any Thing ap- 
pears in his Letter, is not comparable. 

And though he may draw up and publiſh 
before Latter Lammas, ſomewhat, that in 
his own Conceit, may ſeem a concluſive 
Proof of the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; yet for want of Senſe, Reaſon and 
Argument in it, it will never be thought 
ſuch, in the penetrating Judgment of the 
Author of the Diſcourſe. Moreover, as I 
hear, the Author of the Diſcourſe is un- 
queſtionably a Gentleman of moral Honeſty 
and Integrity, in his Dealings and Conver- 
ſation in the World, (which can't be ſaid 
of many 'Prieſts ) neither is his Integrity 
and Honeſty to be call'd into Queſtion upon 
his Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. unleſs 


it can be proved that he has wilfully fal- 


ſiſied in his Quotations ; which none have 
attempted. Such a Reflection then, upon 
a2 Gentleman of his Worth, is very provo- 

king; and was he not a Philoſopher, and 


even more of a Chriſtian, than the Writer 


of this Threepenny Letter, he would reſent 
it, and give him Chaſtiſement ; which, if 
it was executed upon him with ſome Seve- 
verity, would be no Infringement of 5 
V 8 Free- 
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Freedom of Debate, which the Author f 


the Diſcourſe contends ſor. 


Fourthly, The Writer of a Pamphlet, 
calld, The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
on Allegory, ſays, the Author f the Diſ- 
courſe is * an Enemy to all Relipion, and 
conſequently a common Enemy to Mankind. 
Whats this for? to incenſe the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate againſt him, and to raiſe the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Mob upon him, as if he was no 
more to be endured in human Society, 
than a Wolf among Sheep, or in the 
Neighbourhood of the Clergy, than a Fox 
near Geeſe 2 Whether tht Author of the 
Diſcourſe be not as good a Friend to human 
Society, as any of the Clergy about him, I 
appeal to his Neighbours, and to others, 
who have the Honour and Happineſs of his 
Acquaintance and Converſation. It is in- 
deed the common Topick of Preachers, 
that Atheiſm and Infidelity are pernicious 
to the Welfare of Mankind ; but all that 
they have hitherto preach'd and printed on 
this Head, does not amount to a Proof, 
that even Atheiſts would not be for form- 
ing themſelves into a Regular Society, and 
for enacting of Laws for the happy and 
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peaceable Government of it. And it is 
true on the other Hand, that Religion, true 
Religion tends to the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, even in this World; but then it muſt 
be of another Sort, than has been profeſs d 
by the Prieſis, of whatſoever Denomina- 
tion, for many Ages paſt; who by their 
furious and blind Zeal for Church and Holy 
Cauſe, have overturned Governments, cre- 
ated Factions, increas d Strife, and occa- 
ſion d Wars and Bloodſhed, to the Havock 
and Deſtruction of Mankind. There is no- 
thing more notorious, than that the Prieſi- 
Bood is the moſt cruel, ferocious and out- 
ragious Part of the Creation; and were 
they not ridden by the Civil Authority, as > 
a blind Horſe of much Mettal is, with a 
ſtrait Rein, and ſtrong Hand, would be 
running atall, trampling upon their Neigh- 
bours, and committing Devaſtation and 
Faſte. The very worlt that can be ſaid of 
the Aut hor of the Diſcourſe, is, that he is 
for curing Mankind of a falſe and blind 
Zeal for Religion, and for preventing the 
unhappy Effects of it for the future. No 
doubt, but he is for good and wholeſome 
Laws, for the Conſervation of the pub- 
lick Peace and Welfare; which may be 
made effectual without the other Ties of 
Religion, unleſs they had viſibly greater 
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by, Mr. Wh in fays of chitaih 
Zh, the bi Whey of the 
Dieprſe; Hat: he is gu iy of * groſs Im- 
morality, "Hpious Falch, and Lay Craft, 
for recervittg the Sacrath ent according, £ to 
the Church! of E Enplajll, &c. to quali 
himſelf for the! Comiſſion of Peace; This 
is 4 heavy Charge, and is as fooliſh, unres⸗ 
ſonable, e ag any 6f the for- 
mer. What cc ould Mr. je have {aid worſe 
of the moſt fraudulent” Practice of 12 
moſt notorious Krave. In Charity t 
Mr. N. Timag ine theſe froward Worts pro 
cecded kom his raſh Paſſion, void of Gon 
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_ Write a neten of that Gentle- 
s Oceafional Conformity, which he 
rp: 15 better for himſelf: And if he cat 
juſtify his Conduct in this Caſe, in bis own / 
ha ay of Writing, upon the Example of 
Foſeph's Conformity to the. 525 
hrs T4 255 2 ty may fay 12825 | 
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Souls are as 1 rent as the Palates of their 
Mouths. And if he receive not the Eu- 

 chariſtical Elements, with that Devotion, 
ſome Laymen do; yet he does with as much 
as ſome Prieſts. who conſecrate them, and 
have been ſhrewdly ſufpected of Infidelity. 
Does not Mr. Whiſton know, that the like 
Practice with this Gentleman, or. rather a 
much worſe one is the Faſhion, of the Age 
we live in, but never was ſo exclaim d a- 
gainſt in any others? Does he not know, 
that our rigid Diſſenters are occaſional 

Communicants for a Place of Truſt and 
Profit, who at other Times, for Conſci- 
"ence Sake, will not enter our Church 


Doors? And though this their Hypocriſy | 


"has boen often — of in Print, Jet ne- 


1 


ver was inveigh'd againſt in tlie like re- 
proachful Terms: And Jet any one judge, 
here lies the greateſt Sin, whether in the 
Diſſenting Prevaricator, or in the Author 
of "the Diſcourſe, upon Principle. Does 
not Mr. V. know, that his Arianiz'd 
Friends of the Clergy, ſubſcribe to the Ar» 
ticles of our Church, G. for Preferment, 
which is ſuch impious Fraud and Prevari- 
cation; that the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
T believe, deteſts and abhors. Does not 
Mr. V. know, that all the Clergy, one 
with another, or upon one Occaſion or 
other, take Oaths "againſt Principle, but 
_ would not like to be branded with the odi- 
ous Name of groſs Immoraliſis for it? And 
what does this Gentleman, the Author of 
the Diſcourſe, do, in receiving the Sacra- 
ment, that is comparably ſo bad? Why 
muſt he be ſo! ſhot at for a little Diſſimula- 
tion, and the Clergy ſpared for a much 
greater? Mr. V. ſhould have excuſed the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, upon Conſidera- 
tion of ſuch Practices in the Clergy; which, 
in all Probability, are ſome Occaſion of 
his Infidelity: For, beſides his Penetration 
into the Invalidity of their Arguments for 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, he may reaſon- 
ably be ſcandaliz d at their irreligious Com- 
pliances againſt Principle, and ſuſpect them 
of Scepticiſm at leaſt, or they would 1 Fg 
le 2 1 e 
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be gu 7. 1 them. If then the Aut hon , 
the Di con, ſe, G0. upon an Occaſion ap- 
pear, like a Chriſtian at Church, as the 


Clergy ar other Times de like Infidels'out | 


of it; who, I pray is the greateſt Sinner, 
guilty: of the moſt 


240 


Sb e fy. ei "ht lov, 
[= of the Author of the Diſcourſe iu 


Print, ta his 8 and Diſadvan- 
tage, let me beg of you to raiſe no fulſe 
Reports of him in common Talk and Con- 


verſation. It was cenfdently-reported of 


him, upon the coming forth of; Mr. Whi- 


ſtons Lireral Accompliſbntents of Sctipture 


'* e as J had it from Mr. Cotterel of 


14 that he was aſhamed of the iſe 


courſe . f the Grounds, and had diſowud 


I am perſuaded this is 4 notorious Falſ- 
hood ( Pris.Craft in Perfedion Y wiltully 
rais d for the Service of that Cauſe, you 
are not able to defend with your Pens. 


Though Iam unacquainted with the An bor 


*0 20 the Diſcourſe, & o. yet I believe him ſo 
far from being convinced by Mr. Nhiſton s 


Book, that he does but laugh at it, as 1 


do. And if none of you can perform bet- 


ter wy, the Interpretation and Application 
* ee vg Mr. 25 the: laid Gen- 


tlenian 
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Theſe are farm! of oh Faules thieT: ob- 
ſerveſin you, Sirr, in the Management of 

this Controverſy; which I hope vou a- 
void for the future, if you proceed in it. 
It is commonly obſeru d, that where theres 
much Nuailing, there's little Reaſon; and 
it's reckon d a Sigu of the Badneſs of a 
Cauſe, or of the Weakneſs of its Ado. 
cates, when they have 'Recourſe to foul. 
Language in Defence of it. Tlie Author 
of the Diſcourſe Writes lite a Gentleman, 
as well as Scholar He has not given the 
Clergy, or our modern Defenders of Chri- 

ſtianity one ill Word, unleſs they can think 
him tò Ironie, when he confers'on them 
the Epithets of Reverend' and Learned. 

Though he liter hard and cloſe ſometimes, 
yet he never arb nor ſnarls; and I am 
ſorry 0 ſee ſo mucliſ of the canine and ob- 
latrative Nature in any of on Clerical Op- 

neut bel tis Ten teen, 

But Wine win obj! to me ee, and 
er that I, of all Men, can upbraid 
the Clergy with this Fault, when F have 
given them in my Frie- Gifte, the moſt op- 
probrious Language that ever was beſtow F | 

on them. I confeſs: it, and if I had no- 
Ne to > fay 1 in 2 Excuſe 1 would own it 
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ts de an un perdonable Crime: One Rea 
ſon why I 1 the Clergy with ſuch ill 
Words, was to provoke them to Combat, 
giving them thereby an Handle to lay hold 
pn, by way of Oppoſition, When I, ha- 
ving manifeſtly the Advantage of them in 
Argument, was ſure good Words would 
not move them. But after all, I Was 
Cautious, that I gave them no worſe Lan- 
ett, than they deſerved, or than conſi- 
ſtentiy with the Laws of Chriſtianity, is 
juſtifiable. I have been privately, by a 
Friend, admoniſir d of that Fault, and 1 
know, the Clergy in Converſation have 
aggravated it to the laſt Degrec. But I 
cauld not have wiſh'd for a better Apolog y 
for my. ſelf, than what the Writers againſt 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, in the Inſtan- 
ces above, have publiſh'd. If they can 
vindicate n in the Uſe of the ill 
Words given to him, or if 1 dont defend 
my ſelf for what I have ſaid of them, if 
they pleaſe to make the Experiment by 
Controverſy, then I will plead Guilty, and 
acknowledge my ſelf the worſt Writer for 
YT and. Slander [that erer r took Pen in 
Ja | 
But all this, youl- * is + bus finding 
Fault ſtill. Why dont I, or I am an un- 
juſt Moderator, take Notice of the Beauty 
Lit "Put; Thoughts, the Gaodnels of _ 
Aut 10 
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Authorities, and the Strength of the Argu- 
ments uſed in all, or at leaſt in ſome of 
your Writings againſt your Adverſary? 1 
own, I ſhould be an unfair Moderator, if 
L ſhould: not obſerve what is commendable, 
as Well as blameworthy in you: Or if I 
| ſhould omit to mention any Thing, I can 
to your Honour in this Controverſy: But 
I. muſt declare, all the Pieces I have ſeen 
againſt your Adverſary, whether taken to- 
gether or apart, are mere Eng aſtromit- 
thi ſin, conſiſting of crude and undigeſted 
Notions, without the good Savour of Rea- 
ſon and Authority. 
The moſt bulky writer a the 
Author of the: Diſcourſe, is the Biſhop of 
Litchfield, whoſe firſt Part of his vo 
f Chriſtianity, conſiſts of a Proof of the 
Expectation, which the World, in the 
Time of our Jeſus, had of a Meæſſiab, or 
of a Victorious Prince, out of the Eaſt, 
to rule the World, and reign. in Grandeur. 
This Proof tales up Seventy; Four Pages, 
which I will not loſe Time to make Re- 
marks on: The Author of the Diſcourſe 
neither does, nor will deny, the World 
was then in Expectation of a Meſſiab; but 
he will fay, it was of a Temporal, and not i 
of a Spiritual Prince; conſequently that 
Expectation is ſo far from making tor the 
Me Me * of our Jeſus, that it will he. 
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wellh ir chen Aurbon f bb Diſeourſe dun 
torn ũt torchiꝭ Diſad vantage, and covertly 
inſinnate, that our Neat was deſervedly 
put to Doatti for an Hmpoflok iarSrihron up 
of Seditionjovand a vain Prutander to u Ti 
. which did hot Dong to 
= De him Tt 1 Nan gone O07 Jin, blook! 
233 The following, Pages i of the Biſby 1 
EY Book, to Numb. 26. ena of Wor 
lection of Types and enten end the 
Old Teſtamenty of his Application of them 
to oux Jeſus and of the Arguments of His 
being dhe Meſſiah from them. It is not 
my Buſineſs to take any of tho ſaid Types 
and Prophecies into Elamination, à nd to 
ſhewy the Pertinency or Impertigence of che 
Biſbops Applieation of them unto our Fe- 
free. Let tit Aut hof off Diſcourſe do 
| oitis, il he thinks fit. But there is one of 


plain, that 1 wiſſ be Hud inüiſted 6h This 
only, amd thad:publiftfd it by it (elf, with 
| his learnid Comments, in 4 Penny pam 
pklet, Which might Have ſaved bim the 
Conſumption of e Time, Iak, and 
Paper; 55 vi the Trouble and Ohurge of 
| buying and reading his mort voluminous 
Work. The Prophecy, I mean, is that of 
Zi b. ix Rejoice greatly; O Daughter 
of Sion, ſbaut, O Daughter of Fetuſalem; 
Hebold hy King cometh unto thee, the eb 
(425 Wy Feoug | 
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22 1 a th gt 3 107 2070 ty To 2 
Lerv d, of the e that the 91 
Jews underſtood ou elt AS 4 Pfoph "or 
| . 4 g how. it Was 4 uz 
; 1,, to fix deeply” a Re; 
m ol his Coming, at the als 
Feaſf, . tor, r; One. to. perlonate* hg 
: . Ae 10 buplt open the Door, Tudden; 
* ly, and to ride into the Room upon. ag 
by A, ae ede like Elias, to" go Fer 
be % kim wich a Horn, to proclaim ang 
anoint him, an this, to repreſent. how 
the Me 45 ſhall; enter into Jeruſalem.” 
After: a tbe. Biſhop very notably * ſays, 


| ; 55h; 10 the. un che lin? Jews or or Inf. 
85 del 2940 what 5 05 Will, the Jens, 
in Fe 1 55 5 kene oh of 


3 this Text 75 Zecbary.. Jy 7; a 
ing upto Jeruſalem upon an Aſs, at 

8 Aal Bal ſſover, to eaſe and defend N 
from eq fic 275 follow'd Him 
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achaty's Meſias , they thought 
% ITT 25 be 10 Fa, the King, that E 
«Saviour hom they expected alſo at 
= the e Fealt of the, Paſſover. Aﬀer what 
6 had been thus aid 1190 Hoſannat and 
6. Lee and own'd by the Fews, 
«who. can with any Face Welten the 
1 e for lev upon this Acti- 
— N ſus, that 00 it Was fulfilb'd, 
4 Which was I ſpoken by the Prophet 8 
| «" Zachary ? _ 3 5 5 
mY this Prophecy, with its Urea 
wil not -convince che Author of the Diſ- 
| courſe, W what wilt? As the Bi bop. reaſons 
remarkably, ſo 1 Wiſh he had a little more 
diſplay d his Eloquence in a lively Repre- 
ſentation & Shes” Fits Cavalcade at 
Jeſurs thus entkißg. into 1e be- 
cauſe T am afraid'the [Author of the Diſ- 
courſe has but 4 mean Idea of Feſus, a 
poor Man, wit hout Form or.Comelineſs, his 
riding upon Two ill-favoured Beaſts, a- 
midſt. the Acclamations and Huzzas of a 
Aae and mobbiſh Crew. This joyful Tri- 
umph and Commencement of Jeſus's 
Reign, was ſooh 1 d into Mourning, for 
he, WAS crucitigd a few Days after: And if 
it may not be queſtiond whether the fame 
People, becauſe of the Mutability of their 
Affections, were not as warm with their 
1 for his een, as er 
efore 


37 


before with their Haſunnas, yet it is rea- 


ſonable to think, that hat his, ſomewhat 


like, ſeditious Entrance into Feruſalem - 
haſten'd that fad and tragical Cataſtrophe 
of his Life, and ſhort Reign. I have no 
Mind to write, what ſome modern Divines 
of a blind Faith would call impiouſly ; other- 
wiſe J could argue from St. Jerome, the 
Turpitude and | Impoſſi bility of that trium-- 
phal Entrance of Jeſus into Jeruſalem, as 


it is recorded by the Evangeliſts : But the 


Author 19 the Diſcourſe, I dare ſay, is 
aware of the Argument. Moreover, he 
knows how to object againſt ſuch literal 
Prophecies, and literal Accompliſhments , 
becauſe ſuch Prophecies, in their Com- 
pletions, are ſubject to Counterfeit; and a 
falſe Mefſiah, as well as the Holy Jeſus, 
might have acted his Part in that mock 


Triumph: And withal, he can excellently 
reaſon for the Neceſſity of the 2 Obſcurity 
of Oracles before their Completion. What 
then muſt we do for the Honour of Ze- 
chary's and the Biſhop's Prophecy before us? 
Why, we muſt betake our ſelves to the 
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ny Erg n Hiſtoria vel 1 Impoſſbili tatem , 4 
*Turpitudinem habear, ad altiors tranſimittimur. In 


Matt. c. 21. 


Tage 44 45. 
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who: held Zathary's Prophety in Hand to 


be but a Parable, and that the A, as 


well as the Daughter of Sion, were Sym- 


bolical. Neither did the * Fathers other- 
wiſe vonſider that Entrance of Feſts into 
Jeriſalom, than as à Type and Figure of 
his more glorious and future Entry into 
that Spiritual and Holy City, When the 


Church will be transform'd into an A/, 


for Jeſus s Uſe and Riding: And ſhe ought 
not to diſdain ſuch a Metamorphoſis, and: 
Transformation of her ſelf for Feſts's Uſe, 


 fince-ſhe has transfigured him into a b Bull 
for her own Riding, for many Ages paſt. 


And when the Holy eus, or Divine 


Logos of the Law, ſhall be mounted on his 


ſhe Afs of che Church, for his glorious Ex- 
pedition to the new Fernſalem, amidſt the 


Allelujahs of the Saints; then will Elias 


be his Prodromuc, rp on her wry 
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"I Ae bett büs pro ber, Rats 3 autem 
hæe ſpecies futuri rem tener, & parabolfeis ſigni⸗ 
ee que pfeſentium Conditionibus, fu- 


turis fo ttjtur. Erit enim Dom us in, Cla- 
kitatis Dag 11 Jy i 5 


tet tamgq dam Vector inſidens. lar. in Matt. Cap. 2 . 
Tn Myſterii eſt, quod Aſellus eſt adductus Domi- 


"Populus mitis & manſuetus portans bene Doml- 
bun aleiius elt be zendh Ars Jeruſalem. e * 
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entu Gentes poſlidens, earumque Men- 
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E 
and Saraly Col: © of the Glendy, and, with 
the Spirit of Prophecy, founding the 
Keee:!nar, Horns of the Parables or Enig- 
ma's of the Law; in the Audience of the 
Apprehenſions of the People, and there 
will enſue ſuch a ſplendid Fea on the My- 
ſteries of God's Word, as never was cele- 
brated at the Nuptials or Inauguration of 
the greateſt Prince. So then the Talm- 
diſts, as above, were orthodox in their 
Symbolical Repreſentation of the coming 
of the Meſſiah ; and the Biſhop alone was 
Michben in his Tarnal Conceptions of what 
they meant myſtically ; and forgot to 
prove that Elias blew a Horn, like a Poſt- 
Boy, before or after our Feſtus, at his Aſi- 
nine Entrance into Feruſalem, which was 
of the Eſſence of his Completion of the 
foreſaid cabaliſtical Emblem and Memorial 
of his Advent. 

In the next Place, the Biſhop of Litch- 
ſeld, from Page 265, to 340, of his De- 
fence of Chriſtianity, has taken to task the 
Noe YOON r tee of che 
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* 8 Pullus laſeivtis & „e impatiens non uno 
Errori & Dogmati ſubditus. Hieron, in Matt. cap. 
d Gs ſint autem Buccinæ cor nem? I: Qui de cæle- 
ſtibus Joquitur, qui de ſpiritalibus diſſerit, qui myſte- 
ria Regni Cælorum revelat, ille Buccina cornea con- 
cinit, Origen. 3 in Lib. : Fn C. 7. Hom, 9. 


i 


Teſta- 


© | 126 1 


| Teſtament, which are cited by the Evan- 
geliſts, and which the 1 5 of the Diſ- 
courſe ſeems to ridicule. How: well he has 
perform d on this Head, let others judge. 
I, in Reſpect to the Character and Reputa- 
tion of 2 Biſbop, will here make none of 
thoſe Animadverſions, which any one may 
reaſonably think, I can. But J can't for- 
bear taking Notice ot what he © ſays, how 
L ſome of great Learning and Judgment 
ee have been of Opinion, that the TWoÜ1 6 
« firſt Chapters of St. Maitbew, (in which 
are ſome of theſe controverted Prophe- 
« cies). were not in the Nazarene Goſpel, 
* to which St. Matthew's Hebrew Copy is 
( 4 ſuppoſed to have been conformable; and 
< that if this could be made out, it would 
© deliver us at once of the chief Difficul- 
« ties laid in the way of- Chriſtianity, by 
« the Adverſary.” Whether the Biſvop, 
who a little before acknowledges * theſe 
Tuo Chapters to be Part of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, gy for the Determination of this 
Diſpute, wiſh them. to. be Spurious, and 
that ſomebody or other would make it out, 
T cant tell: Neither can I guels what he 
means 5 ON 8 8 TOE. w Sayings, 
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Gy Nothing conſiderable is built on theſe 
4 „ Quotations: No Conſequences of Im- 
c portance are drawn from them. Had 
« they been all omitted, Chriſtianity would 
4 ſtand as firm upon its Bottom, as with 
them? But one would have thought, 
thar the Bi/bop ſhould have look d upon 
the ſaid Quotations out of the Old Teſta- 
ment to be Prophetical, if they had not. 
been referr'd to by St. Matt bers; or 1 
know not upon what Authority he grounds 
his own Colleckion of Prophecles, which 
are not to be met With in 1 790 e 
and Apoſtolical Writingns 
ter this, from Page 8 0 3 93, the 
Biſhop treats of the Allegorick Methods of 
citing Scripture, uſed by the Writers of the 
New Teſtament, on which he talks in a 
way by himſelf, ſhoots' at Random, and 
diſſents from Primitive Authority, without 
diſproving it, or ſo much as knowing it. 
If T ſhould enter upon Remarks here, 1 
ſhould ne er have done. But what gives 
me great Offence, is the Biſhop's Aſſertions 
of St. Paul, vis. © That h he ſuffer d in 
6" Eſteem of the Jewiſh Chriſtians; 
* for a Neglect of Allegories, and ſeems 
to be REY into the Vie: "OE = 
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h . ous. . 
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« agaigſt TOR own good Liking. And 


again he ſays, L 1 It "ſeems to have. bsen 


«in Compliance with tie Fewiſh Chriſti» 

© ans, who were affected with allegorick 
< Interpretations, that St. Pau, above, al 
the other Apoſtles, uſed that Way.“ 


What could the Aut bor of the Diſcourſe, or 
any other Iafidel have ſaid worſe to the 


Diſhonour of St. Paul? Theſe Ex preſſions 
of the Biſbap are no leſs falſe than they are 
abuſive, They not only make St. Paul a 
weak, if not 4 worke Man; but are a Re- 
flection on that Divine Spirit, which con- 


: ducted St. Paul in his Miniſtry. If St: Paul 


was rought into the Uſe of Allegories, 
again his on good Liking, then was he 
4 Miniſter of the Spirit of the Law a; gainſt 


bis Will, and it was not God, but 9 55 


that made him to be an able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament ; The Conſequence of 
which is, that St. Paul en Chriſtia- 
nity with falſe Doctrine, to pleaſe the 
People; which! T abhor che Thoughts of. 


In ſhort, the Biſbop s Expreſſions betore us, 


ſeem to me ſo inconſiderate and precipi- 
tate, that T wiſh, if he write any more in 
this Controverſy, he would be ſo kind as 


* ler us Ku * habt Reaſon and. _ 


* a . * * . 
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. 
thority che aſſerts, er N Paul aaf 12 


the Ehen, of the Te waſh Chriſtians, for bis 


Negle# of Allegories, when it is moſt ma- 
nifeſt that St. Paul was à profeſsd Alego- 
riſt, as appears not only from his Woitings, 
but from the Opinion of the Fathers, who 
follow his Example, and urge his Authari- 


ty for their Allegorical Interpretations. I 
wiſh alſo the Biſbop! would tell us, what 


induced him to 5, that St. Paul was 
brouglit intu the Uſe of Allægories, againſ? 


: bis o god Liking, when his Epiſtle to 
the Hehrews, in the Opinion of the Jews 


as well as Fathers, belpeaks him to be an 
excellent Cabaliſt; which no Man could or 
Would be without his 'own. Approbation 
and good Liking of that Vene If che 
Biſhop do not wel account for himſelf in 
-this Caſe, I ſhall think his Expreſſions a- 
bove, the maſt diſguſtful and unſavoury of 
any, that ever droppd from the Pen of one 
of his Order. Though the Author of "the 
Diſcaur ſe has now a then a Fliog at the 
Wiſdom of St. Paul; yet it is always ſo 
| gentcely cover d under a Trope, that many 
Engliſb Readers can hardly fee thraugh Ws S 
But the Bifbop's Abuſe of the Apoſtle, in 
His Expreſſions before us, is ſo * gt 


- groſs, chat there is ſcarcely a poor Vicar | 
Nn "wie Curate of the Dioceſe of n and 
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0 1% The Biſhop, ia * Cochon of 
his Book, argues, that the Senſe given by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament, is certainly to be 
preferr' d to any otlier poſſible Senſe of the 


Prophecies; which he endeavours to prove 


from their Miracles, &c. I have no more 
to anſwer in this Caſe, than if the Author 
of the Diſcburſe has no great Opinion of 
the Miracles of Jeſut and hi pb, 
nor will, without better Reaſon, pay any 
more Regard to their Senſe and Authority, 
than to the Ipſe Dixit of a A of 
"WE Phe 1 gk: Helps (EW 


10 


Theſe are a few C Obſervations 1 have 


"gui on the Biſhop's: Book, for which I . 


expect his Thanks and Compliments. If 
he miſtake my Meaning, and think that 
ſuch a large Work, as is his Defence 
% © Chriſtianity, might have afforded 
more and more curious Remarks, J Will 
take another Opportunity to make him 
Amends, in eme faber Animadverſions 
1 N. 46-35 
But I nu 3 to thank the Bi- 
soo for his Rabbinical Quotations, which 
ſometime or other I may make more Ve 


ta 


of, to his or my own. Advantage, if they 
are fant, Fe; ; T Th. gif they. 
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. of the Words Ay Senſe of 17 60 
Author. of 1 the Diſcourſe ; for which, with- 
out my producing of Inſtances, 1 leave 
him to the Expoſtulation of that Gentle- 

man. When I had gone through the Bi- 
ſhop's Work, and confider'd how curiquſly. 
it was deck d and adorn'd with Hebrew 
Words. and Letters, which beſpeak his 
great Senſe. and Learning, it brought to 
Mind the Obſervation of Botaniſis, 
5 all Sorte of Plants. will not thrive in 
all Soils, from whence. I inferr'd, that the 
Biſhop's. Wit and Genius, like a certain 
Soil, is peculiarly adapted to the Growth 
and e of Hebrew Roots, || as 
mine 18 Myſfteries.. But fo. much . 
preſent for the Biſbop of Litebſeld. 
The next Writer of Note, 6 the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, is Dr. Clark, 
ReFor of St. Fames's Weſtminſter, who to 
this Purpoſe, has publiſhd a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Connexion of the Prophecies of 
the Old T, eſtament, &c. Conſidering his 
Name and Fame, 1 did not expect ſuch a 
: Difcourſe-from him. If I was not fu 1 
| ſatisfied of his Piery and Integrity. I 
7 . 1544 32 ſhould 
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che” Fathers, and obſery'd their "pi 
of the: Writings of Moſes and the Pro- 


| 3 Ae fete ius; K zat is, ehe 


fi). 


Maul have: ſuf zedted fome' htar! and ill 


Defisn in it. Whether Dy. Clark has teu 


phiets,” of the Nature of Oracles,” and of 


the my of Interpretation of them; Lean 5 


But if he has, it's plain he does not 


: viiderſtand them, or diltegatds their! Al- 
. 
>» Peres and apply'd them in che Faſhion he 
Has done. As Dr. Clark enters not inte 
the Merits of the Controverfy - before us, 

I Will not go -out of my Way, te male 
any Remarks on his Prophecies: But de- 
ite him to take into Conſideration” again 
His = Aſſertion, "that. Some Applications of 
Text ot 9 the Ola TeRhment; afe. mere 


7 + Otherwiſe he would nevef 'hive 
I} ſach a Jumble and Bundle of Pro- 


eien {and alſo His Gloſs on the Evan- 


gelieal Sayings, that it might be Alff 4 
which wan ſpoken by the Propher, &. by 
? which he feems to hint, that the Fbange- 
a means no moreXian we ds; hen ve 


the tld Proven made gd, o v 


7 Juſt as if Iihodld fy. ef Dr. Clark, 
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that ſie has(verifted ot Tull N 
of the 1 ſaying, ER 
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pher i is not fi te make an Een, er Inter- 
preter of Divine” Oracles. "Witever 


, Clark may think, ſuch a Perverſion of 


the Evangelical Phraſes: is deſtructive of 


the very Effence of Prophecy ; and we 
may as well account the Writings of Plato, 


as of Moſes and the Prophets, Prophe-- 
tical, if we can but a nf doeh refer to 


f them. 


4 "When 1 confcer hs: Colection of Pro- 
phecies out of the Old Teſtament, that 


Dr. ark, the Biſhop of Litebfield, Mr. 
Myhiſton, and others, have ſevera 


Hy made, 
and their Application of them after their 
on Fancies; I can't but wiſh that a con- 


4 ſiderable Number of ſuch great Men, 1 
ſuppoſe in Convocation, were to meet, and 


make a compleat Syſtem out of Moſes and 

the Pro rag of all they think typical and 
rope er of the Life, „Chulch and King- 

dom of the Meſtas; for they dont believe 


What the Fathers and I do, that the whole, 


from the beginting of Geneſis, to the 


end of Malachy, is Type and Prophecy: 
Then, without diſputing their Way of Ap- 


pation of their colleted Prophecies ; 


T would ask chem theſe Queſtions; What 
ve mut do with, or think of the reſt of 
the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 


that Wa in their Judgment Typical and 


0, mand Why * and the Pro- 


Phets, 


- 3 did not 4 between the pro 
phetical and unprophetical Parts of their 
Winkules Or why: our Saviour, and. ls: 


3 


but left, it for- them. to make! it? By. what, 
Criterion they know this or that Text or 
entence to be Prophetical 2 Whether it 
will not be poſſible for me, or ſome others, 
to ſhow many of their prophetical and un- 
phetical Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, 
1 Parably connected together, that. it 8 
impoſſible to ſeparate them, without maim- 
ing the Senſe in both Caſes? Whether the 
Number of Prophecies, . notwithſtanding, 
their determinate Opinion- about them, 
wall not-be always uncertain, and more or 
leis, according to the Fancy of every 
Gan as: 2. And Laſtly, What is 
the. Reaſon, that the Fathers, about Pro- 
phecies, and their way of Interpretation, 
are diſregarded; and whether it has not 
been of ill Conſequence to the Peace of 3 
the. Church, and Truth of Chriſtianity, to 
depart. from. their Opinions? When Dr. 
Clark can give me a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions, I will ſubſcribe, to his.col- 
: 1985 Number of Prophecies, as ſoon ag 
0 0 y Mans; and only reſerve to my (elf 
erty to "conteſt the Application of 
2 in which. ſuch- as he, the Biſhop. of 
2 AR, and Mr. Whiſlon, will 0 ok 
or 


11 


Work enough. In the mein Time Te 
tertain the Opinion of the ancient 
and Fathers, which too Ido, becauſe 1 am 
able to demonſtrate it, that the Old 3 
ment is entirely typical and proph hetical 
the New, or of the Kingdom of the 7 
uh; but is otherwiſe to be op pen d, inter- 
pieted, and applyd, than Dr- atk ist- 
ware of: In Reſpect to whom, A forbear 
to make ſuch: 542 why — on 
his Connexion of the Propbecits of the Old 
Teſtament, as I can do: But it will; be well 
for him if the Author of the Diſconyſe;' &c 
a he is of ſuffcient Learning and Abil- 
"I dont db itv/5.1 511: 36 Pe 
The verysbeſt- Paſſages of al the Wri- 
; Wt againſt the» Author of the Diſcaurſe, 
& c. are thoſe of Mr. Lavington, who ſays, 
thax ! bis (the Auchor of the Diſcourſes) 
fiſt; and almoſt only true Poſition is 785 
tbat Chriftianity:is foundedion | 15 aiſin, or 
the New Teſtament on the Old. And 
that Chrift and his Apoſtles; in their Wri- 
ringt and Diſccurſes, ground and preve 
Chriſtianity from the Old Teſtament, or 
Fm the Accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
8 of hs: Ger eee by the 0 Abd 
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_ -ean't gueſs :; But if the Typic 
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En hs HJaolares,: that! ® the:O1d T, | 
eee n nn 
daiſe, 49h : ther New 1zſtamen 
nd of Neſus, and 7 the \(Goſpel, and f 
Gb we of And I frarce'donbr bu The 
Ibo. Hebrew. Rites; Cerewionzes 
x4 20 Sofie «ill: their: Holy Timer, 4 
 Places;\\und\@erxſons, an Fhings, either 
ave alreauy received, or mill in: no Ave Time 
 treceive'tbeir: decampliſhmentc This is writ- 
— like's Chriſtian of Primitive Faith and 
„ How Mr. Lavingron came to 
— mane and Declaratians, I 
alneſs af Ju- 
 Gaiſm : and of the Law; be. not better 
roved-by ſome others, than is done by 
Hüimſelf, in the Inſtance of the »Paſcbrl 
Lamb the Hutha⸗ af "the Diſcourſe Will 
hardly be converted to Chriſtianity by his 
Typ es and — 8 Labing- 
. NN «0 warguing and applying the 
-of \the Bethel Lamb, 155 a 
A myſtical Argument for the Au- 
thority 3 Apoſtolical' r r 1 
from the Type of the Law, of Maſas, gi- 
ven on Mount Sinui, which the Author 5 1 


"the er dne Wee — 
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There is, an Anonymons. Writer againſt 
Ba Hut har of the Diſconrſe, who ſtiles his 
Performance, The Nature of the Prophecies 
CR the Old Teſſament, relating to the Meſ- 

„ „ which is entirely ſuchaa Piece. of 
Gibberih, that for neither Senſe nor Non- 
ſenſe, is hardly to be parallel d. It Was 
written, if he don't 1: 17 8 Ply the Deſire of a 
Perſon of Honour, who, I ſuppoſe, might 
be. tainted, with Infidelity. When, I hear 
that any Perſon of Honour, or Senſe, is 
convinced by it, the Writer ſhall-be deem'd 
another T baumaturgus.. If this Writer had 
not, to avoid popular Applauſe, conceal d 
his Name, I would have made Extracts 
out of his Pamphlet, with ſuch Animad- 
verſions upon them to his Praiſe,” as would 
be now loſt. So I will only commend him 
for the Strength and | Orthodoxy of his 
Faith, 75 faying, e Ler Jonas be a Type, 
“ as our Author of. the Grounds "makes 
« him; the Circumſtance of Time, vis. 
the Three Days and Thre e Nig bs” he 
2 continued i in the Whale's Belly, Ron an 
cc exact Proportion to the Time in which 
our Saviour continued 1 in the Heart of 
the Earth, which was Three Days and 
L e eee likewiſe.” It is not rea- 
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 fonable for me to put this Writer upon the 
Proof, that our Saviour was. Three Days 


is an Article of tis Faith againſt Senſe, 
Fact and Hiſtory. But whoever does prove. 


. 


— 


Uſe of the Figure Synecdoche, Which I 
- queſtion whether the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe. will allow of in this Cafe : There- 
fore muſt we of Neceſſity have Recourſe 


phecy of 7 ona, and of the Evangeliſts, 


, \ 


acporoing to the Fathers, or it will be im- 


poſſible, for us to prove, that our Jeſus 


ch and roſe again, according to the 


Seriptures. 


"Arother Writer is for raking and giving 


4 


| us a View of the 1 Blunders 67 this imper- 


tinent Infidel, the Author of the Diſcourſe; 


" * 


of which T will Aer one Inſtance, as 
2 Specimea and Taſte of his whole Perfor- 
mance, The Author of the Diſcourſe © ex- 


pounding 2 Cor. iii. 6. ſays, That St. 


. Paul affers himſelf and others to be 
«' Miniſters of the New Teſtament, as be- 
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P In Matt. c. 


5 3 5 nn INE": — 
* * $ Fu k 3 * : 7 * —4 © ff . : 5 


12. ; 
Po 12. IP 
Page Iz. . | SIR > 


* 0 
99 : AD e 
5 — 


; 
[4 
N 
0 
* 
a 


ee Wen Sag 7 ee 
A <p OW! N C r Rl 4 


ͤ ͤ ͤ 


e eee ee on: Goa ents oe 
4 * Shs 2 n 5 


1 739 ] 


4 the Spirit. of the Law, that is, of the 


* Old Teſtament, ſpiritually anderfivod;” 

in which he agrees with, and expoinds like 
the Fathets of the Chutrh, .as * Dr. Whitby 
does acknowlegde. But this notable Writer 


_ © of The Chriſtian Religion not founded on 
Allegory, fays, this Expoſition i is direct- 
I contrary to the Apoſtle's Meaning, 


* which'is plainly this, That God has en- 


7 „ abled us to be Miniſters of a new Cove- 


nant, to be Miniſters not of a written 


« Law; that barely points out our Duty, 


** but EA the Holy Ghoſt, that gives 


„ Strength to perform it; not of external | 


« Ordinances, but of inward Purity; not 
ce of the Law of Moſes, but of the Gol- 
„ pel.” Which of theſe Two Writers is 


miſtaken in his Expoſition of the Words of 
St. Paul, the Reader may judge; and by 
this ſingle Inſtance we may ſee, what a 


Diſcoverer this Writer is, of the Author of : 
the Diſcourſe's Blunders. 


Again, the ſaid Writer 1s for batten a 


View of the Blaſphemies of the Author 


of the Diſcourſe, Ge. but forgot to ſpeci- 
fy them; and T cant imagine what he 


means by denn ener! * + Dibelict of 5 


g. l $129 1 
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Chriſtianity ,” for want of better Argu- 


ments, in its | Advocates, to prove the 
Trutt-of it: But I Know not how to call 


this Blaſphemy. St. John ſpeaks of the 
Worſhippers of the Beaſt, who will * 5a ſe 


phe me God and his Tabernacle- Theſe 
Blaſphemers are, according to the Fathers, 
pretended Chriſtians, but profeſsd Ene- 
mies to the ſpiritual myſtical Allegorical 


and prophetical Senſe of the Old Teſta- 


ment; thereupon the ſaid Writer of the 


Chriſtian Religion not founded on Allegory, 
had beſt ſee. to it, that the Title of his 


Pamphlet be not akin to the Hlaſpbemy 


apainſt the Holy Spirit of Prophecr. 


But to return, and conclude this my Ex- 
Hoxtation to the Clergy, to proceed in this 
Controverſy. Let me tell you, Sire, the 


Opinion of Conſtant ine le Empereur, who 


ſays, that we Chriſtians don't af: wiſely, 


ho ſo much diſregard the' Authority of the 
Fathers in Controverſy'; tue betray our Ig- 
ngrante in'the-Contempt of them; and they 
alone proceed rightly in Diſputation, who 
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-  * In Controverſiis Chriſtianorum de Dogmatibus fi- 


dei non ſatis prudenter agunt, qui Patres imprimis 5 
Wr — pore he — 1 
untiquiſſimos ſuſque deque habent; Inſcitiam etiam 
produnt, qui eoſdem contemnunt : recte vero in diſpu- 
tando progrediuntur, qui reverendorum Patrum Au- 


rhoritatem accerſunt, In Claris Talmud. Præfat. p. 9. 


155 5 appeal 


appeal to ein Abet This in no Caſe 
hp true, than in the Controverſy be- 
fore us, Which, the Authortiy of the Fathers, 
if treated with Veneration and due Reſpect, 
would ſoon determine. There are ſome 
Controverſies. between Papiſts and Prote- 
ſtants, and among Proteſtants one with 
another, that, as Dallee rightly. obſerves, 
the Fathers don t at all touch on; neither 
can their Teſtimonies be fairly cited on 
either Side. But of the Controverſy be- 
fore us, they are full, ample and ode. 
neither is there any Thing, for which they 
are ſo clear, as for the Old Teſtament's be- 
ing entirely typical and prophetical of 
Chriſt and his Church, and for the Alle- 
gorical Interpretation 5 it, in order to ap- 
prehend and diſcern the Spirit of Prophecy 
that is in it. 

Hear, Good Sirs, what St. Clement of 
" daxandeia lays, that! the whole Oeconomy 
of the Law js typical and prophetical ; and 
that Moſes pe the Prophets wrote all in 
'Parables; and that The Symbolical and 
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Jelſoy, wanor Se avayraroſzloy Th uw Tis αZtdg 
aper. Ibid, Lib. II. C. 1, 


necef- 


VZV 
necefary for the underfianding of their Pro- 
St. Clement, lays, * That: Moſes and the 
Prophet i wrote altogether under the Obſeu- 
rities of Parable, Enigmas and Allegorien; 
Chriftian confifted in the Interpretation and 
Appkention of 'the ſaid prophetical Enigmas 
and. Parables; Hear what Tenn open 
that © tbe Law it Spiritual, and Propheti> 
cal, and in almoſt all Points Figurative 2 
And that d the Enig mas and Parables 77 it. 
 nre to be unuerſtood in another Senſe, than 
tat in which they. are written." For © ou 
Lord himſelf would have tis to aim at the 
fublime' Senſe of the Late, in which: be 
came to fulfil it. Hear what At banuſiun 


« a 
: 
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2 


Prophetæ arcana & vulgari Captu ſublimiora ob- 
ſcuris Figuris .convelarunt ,- Enigmatis, Allegoriis, 
Parabolis, c. Gontra Celſ. Lib VIIilIl. 


, 


— 


d Verus Chriſtianiſmus conſiſtit in Interpretatione 
& Enatratione propheticorum Enigmatum, Patabo- 

larumque aliarumque Figurarum. Jbid LL 
» Ut njhil de arcanis attingam ſigaificantiis Legis 
ſpiritalis & propheticæ, & in omnibus pæene Argu- 
2 Pleraque figurate portenduntur per ænigmata & 
Parabolas, aliter intelligenda quam ſeripta ſunt. Ibid. 
L. III. c. 5 8 1 WT er ah on 


ON Dominus vult gs Legg intelligi, per carnalta, 
ſignificantem ſpiritalia, & hoc. Nomine non deſtruens, 
Fed extruens Legem. id. L. IV. c. 19. 
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fays,: That f l Things, whether Hiſtanical 
or not, that are written in the Law and be 
Prophets, are prophetical of what will come 
toi\paſs in 4 ſuitable Manner, under the 
New Teſtament ; and accordingly, 5 the 
Law's ſpiritually to be interpreted, or it is 
 tuſeleſs for the Proof of Chriſt's being the 
Life' and Completion of it. Hear what 
St. Hilary favs, that h the Laus it a Glaſs 
through which we -bebold Things ta come 
under the Goſpel: For the Goſpel is nothing 
elſe:than'the: ſpiritual Senſe. of the Law of 
| Moſes; whoſe Writings are a ſeal d Book, 
that is not to be open d, but by a ſpiritual 
Interpretation of it. Hear what St. Je- 
rome ſays, that all the Seriptutes of the 
Old Teſtament, myſtically treat of Things 
to come under tbe Goſpel: And what ſnever 
ic written of the ald Iſraelites literally, is 
in a ſpiritual Senſe to be one Time or other 
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liter completum & cempleri monſtramus. In Prefat. 
Lib. VI. in Ferem. | 5 
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41 


fulfilled in Chriſt's Church. Laſt,” Hear, and 4 


RNead St. Auguftin, who: by many Argu- 
ments againſt Fauſtur, proves the Writings | 
of Moſe and the Prophets to be prophe- 


tical and typical, cho the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy at preſent, m might ry be Oy _ 


dern d in them. © 
I could multiply Teſiimonies like chols 


Aids: out of the Fathers, to a vaſt Num. 


ber, if there was Occaſion fort. And 


indeed J had not now mention d ſo many; 
if the Clergy in general of this Age, .who 


bould he Teachers of others, as © St. Paul 


ſays, had not been ſuch Strangers to the 
Fathers, Apoſtates from Primitive Do- 


ctrine, \Delpiſors of Propheſyings ; „and 
Enemies to Allegories, as that they haue 
Need, that bne teach tbem again, 8 be 


the firſt Principles of the Oracles of Gad 


Which 1az apps av Aoytan,. tundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity exiſt in the fore- 
faid Opinions of the Fathers, or we ſhall 
never arrive at the underſtanding of Ni- 


vine Oracles. 


But when T ſpeak of the Knoftath of 


our Age, I 7 not be underſtood to 
mean that it's ſo univerſal, as that God has 


left himſelf without Witneſs, to the Truth = 


1 


* Contra Fanhum, Lib XII. Ser zn 2 
_ © Heb, v. 12. 


— — 


[145 J 


above. Our preſen t moſt Reverend 4nd 


Learned Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſays , 
the alles orical reiten of the Scri- 
pture, is Juſtifyable on the Authority of the 
Apoftles and Fathers of the Church. The 


treat Huetiut © pleads too hard for it. 
nd the famous Hodwell not onl ſays, as 


above cited; that the Apoſtolical Reaſon- 
ings imply'd, that the Ste, Old Teſta. 


ment was Prophetical of the New, but al- 
ſo that the Prophetical Style was Symbo- 


lical and Enigmatical, and that & Oneiro- 


eriticks and. Hieroglyphicks are of Uſe. to, 
wards the underſtanding of the prophetical 


Books of the Old Teſtament, And though 


none of theſe great Men attain'd to the 


Art of Interpretation of Oracles (which 


is reſerv d, ſays St. Clement h of Alexandria, 
for Men df peculiar Gifts and Talents at 


Parables) yet it is to their Praiſe and Ho- 
nour, that they adhered to the Divine Do- 


ctrine aforeſaid, upon the Authority of rd | 
Ah, both hve aud Fathers. N 
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Thaye no more at preſent to add, Sire; 
than to beſeech you to hold in Earneſt, 
What the Author of the Diſcourſe does but 
in Jeſt, the Afirmative of the Queſtion in 
Diſpute, vis. Thar the Old Teſtament is 
entirely typical and prophetical of the New, 
and that it is impoſſible to prove our Jeſus 
to be the Meſlias, any-otherwiſe, than by 
ſhewing how he does,” and will fulfil all that 
is written" in the Law and the Prophets. 
If you will heartily embrace this Opinion, 
and endeavour to illuftrate the Truth of it, 
you ſhall not want my Aſſiſtance. I know 
not whit you may think ; but I am ſure f 
have done you fignal Service already, in 
reſcuing the Five Prophecics of the Old 
Teſtament,” that are cited by the Evange- 
liſts, out of the Hands and Objections of © 
your Adverſary : And if either he or you 
give me Occaſion, I can write more large- 
y to ehe Support and IIIuſtration of, the 
{aid Prophecies. / Bar:if you will not be 
prevailed on to eſpouſe the Afirmative of 
the Queſtion, and write manfully in De- 
fenee of it, (as I am eee 
henfions; you will not, becauſe of the 


Conſequence of it) then T turn my ſelf ö 
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1 heartily thagk vou, Sin, for, Your 
Diſtourſe of the Grounds, &c. Which is 
great Corioſity ,. and fuch a, Production, 
as I could not flatter. my ſelf with the 
Hopes of ſecing- Theſe Thanks proceed 
not from my Approbation of your Princi- 
ples, nor from the Similitude of my Faith 
or Tafelity with. yours, (you have more 
Reaſon and Learning, and are better able 
o pals a Judgment on this Moderatorial 
Treatiſe, than to conclude ſo) hut from 
the Conſideration of the Uſefulneſs of your 
Work, Which will tend more to the Diſco- 
very and Illuſtration of Truth, than almoſt 
all the Books Which have been written in 
theſe laſt Ages. It was to a Celſus that 
the Church ow d her Origen, who neither 
would, nor could have, written with that 
Acuteneſs and Strength of Reaſon, in De- 
fence. of Chriſtianity, if the other's; Satyr 
againſt our Religion, had not ſharpen'd 
his Wit and Pen. So your ingenious and 
learned Performance, Sts cloſely attacks 
Chriſtianity, will quicken and arouſe our 
modern. Advocates 5 Religion, out of 
their wonted Dulneſs and Impertinence, to 
a proper Vindication of it; or they mult of 
Neceſſity part with it, if you perfiſt in 
your Objections, and continue to batter 
the Church with ſuch Armour. T4 
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Vour Apology, by way of Preface, Sir, 
for Mr. Whiſton's Liberty of Writing is moſt 
rational; and t was kindly and charitably 
done of you; and it's a Sign of your ſin- 
cere Affection for him, that you publiſſid 
it. I know not whether he has given you 
Thanks; and expreſs'd his Obligations to 
you for it; but I am ſure it is his Duty to 
do it. For his Eſſay, and Deſign to bring 

our good Old Bible into Diſeſteem, and to 
publiſh a Neu ont of his own Invention, 
the Uſe of Poſterity, is ſo provoking, 
that I wonder how he eſcaped the Blanket 
at leaſt, before you ſo ſeaſonably inter- 
poſed between him and Danger. If our 
Clergy, and other Preachers, had not been 
bridled by the Civil Authority, or if they 
had not been abated of the Zeal and Met- 
tal of their Anceſtors, he muſt have gone 
to Pot. The greateſt Advocates for Liber- 
ty of Conſcience among Proteſtant Prieſts, 
ſuch as was John Calvin himſelf, would not 
formerly have born with Mr. Whifton, but 
would have committed him to the Flames 
or the Gallows, after Serverts ; and when 
they had done it, being Men of Reſerves 
and Diſtinctions upon ſuch Occaſions too, 
would have nicely diſtinguiſh'd between 


Perſecution for Conſcience, and Zeal for 


God's Glory, which, I dare ſay, in the 
Opinion of ſome nom, would juſtify the 
e bg worſt 


L 
worſt Treatment that eduld be given him. 
But, I thank God, Mr. Whiſton,. for whom 
vou and I have a Reſpect, is out of Dan - 
ger, through your kind Interpoſition in 
his Behalf. And as the Strength of your 
Reaſons for Liberty of Writing, and the 
Potency of your Arguments againſt his 
pernicious Deſign to annul the Authority 
of our Bible, has preſerv'd him at preſent 
from Proteſtant "kg - ſo, for his future 
Security, I will do what Lcan to make him 
ſuch an inconſiderable and contemprible 
Writer, as ſhall effectually remove the 
Rage and Indiguation af the Cine N againlt 
him. 43 1 

Some, perhaps, St: may be apt to 
think, that your own Book ſtood in Need 
of ſuch an Apology for Liberty of Writing; 
and that it was more for your own Safety; 
than for Mr. Whiſton's, that you publiſh'd 
it. But none that conſider the Difference 
of your Caſes, can think ſo. The. worlt 
5 can be ſaid of you, is, that you have 
Fart d ſome Doubts and Scruples about 

rophecies, which our eminent Divines 


tad: occafion'd ; and which, to avoid gi- 
ving Offence to weak Hui Were you have 
cover d under good Arguments, for the 
prophetical Interpretation of the Old Te- 
ftament. But Mr. V. openly and profeſ- 
* denies the Authority of our Bible, 

i, ..-— pon 


1 16 1 1 
upon b many Thoubds of - good 
Proteſtants, having read it to their Conſo- 
lation and Inſtruction, are gone to Hea- 
ven. This is ſo provoking, that none 
kardly, but Gentlemen of Jour, Caudour, 
could bear with. My 
But whether Tow, Sir, or Mr. W. ſtood 

moſt in Need of ſuch. an Apology, I care 
not. Its nothing to me, Who Will be ſo 
cautious in the Opinions and Principles I 
advance, as to want no ſucli Excuſe for 
them. Though I do write againſt Prote- 
ftantiſm, as Well as Poperys and againſt 
the Hire of -our Prieſts, as well as their 
Miniſtry of the Letter, which ſome may 
think very proyoking of our good hu- 
mour d Clergy ; yet the Authority: of the 
Fathers, for whom they, 48. Well as I, 
ſhould have a Veneration, is my Prote- 
ction; and I will never be WMbelden to 
ſuch an Apology as yours is. So long as I 
keep within the Bounds of Pricaitive Do- 
Arine, as in Truth cant write Senſe 
without it, I am ſafe. The Biſbops and 
Fathers of this Church, for that Simili- 
tude of Name they bear to the Fathers of 
the Primitive Church, will nat only guard 
me againſt the Rage of their odors 
Paſtors and. Curates ; but unqueſtionably 
Wy: £9 al the TA they Can, to a 1 
9 


i ſingularly ld! in the ancient and Pri- 

mitive Writings, as I am. 

But after all the Praiſes 180 Commentes 
tions of your Apology for Liberty of Wri- 
ring, let me tell you Sir, there 3 are TW ¹ or 
n Defeds in it. The 155 4 3 0 

Bf is, 17 lat you 6. to e off 
the Excellency of our Civil Government, 
on its tender Regard for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and that Freedom to write and 
print our Minds about 'Religion, which 

Mr. W. and you too, (as others think) in 
an extraordinary Manner reap the Benefit 
of. This Indulgence of our Governors, 
proceeds not from their Coolneſs and In- 
differency about Religion, but is founded 

on primitive Principles, and à right Zea! 
S the path, which they are” conſcious 
can no otherwiſe be ſearch d into, found 
cut, and propagated, than by Liberty of 
Vrieing. Neither do T think, for all his 

{norvabſtandin the Tnfi nuations of: Prieſts 

ometimes tothe 3 ) that Gufỹ Go- 
vernors want à real Affe MN our eſta- 
bliſhd Church. Its a Sign ſtill, that they 

are zealous on her Side, or Ir they would not, 
Dy the better Preſervation of the Church, 
keep the Clergy out of Conbbcatiun: Which 
though ſome may think a depriving them 
of that Freedom of Debate 2425 Doors, 


Which 


"To ! 63 5] 
Which d others Enjoy ge yet 1 im of 
ani Opinion, 1 As of Advatitage to the 
Clergy, that chelt Hats afd their 1 oh des 
are rhys ty in up, or they might be bring- 
ir 12 Port them etaſelVes, as well as exe- 
Eittif wel Ws ath Upon ff 

are you. and And therefore yout 
Two, as well as the Cry, or upht to ex- 
preſs your Tankfulnefs! r the CH 4 ef 
of thi : Adciitiftration you live unde. 


ly, if you, Sy, my -our poli | 
r Mr. Biſton's Liberty of \ riting, Ac 
mote inveigh'd apaitiſt, Sybſcriptions.to' 4 
Set * ine iples and. Opinions, you had, 
done Well. ths ane 'Subſcrip tions 2 
Fo orms and ok ii 1 8 0 are «cert 3 
I a gre Lett and Inpedinient to all En- 
qUuiry into Truth. Yorke Men will Thi . 
themſelves bound in Conſcietice to "abide 
by what they have ſworn and ſubſcribed 
to; and if they ſhould happen to be con- 
vincd of their Errors, bY for Credit and 
Ref putation's Sake, wi not ope nly write 
13 them: And ſuch Men een 
are of the cleareſt Heads, as well as of the 
 greartt Modeſty, who, if their Sharks 
ot Subſcriptions were broken. off, would be 
Truths beſt Advocates. And though fuch 
-Onmhs and in This falt Age, 88 

- have not been that N wt the Ad- 
U vances 
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Hg has browghy I race up- 

Woes as. 4 B 
Dur J 9 7 e e 


8 0 1 an Inſtri „ 
thets. \But, Whatever they may 8 
1 100 nie in this bis Cp aſe ; as ſolemn Sub- 
0 1 iv 0 5 vl 1 x their 
100 dolation of th oy have been, 175 famy 


11 Clergy ops ip Nurfery © Ph, Meggie: 


79 88 Infidelity i. 5.10 i lee 
tn Elfen 9 % a lem, which 
uy 15 IE e a ove. Wi 1 in a 
0 00 "to hol | 1 i is right in qur Eyes, 
1 Sf ement. 0 of: . Neffe e, ſays, 
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Men 


Marie on Divine 
482 Ma. 5 31 ; Ft © 1 | nul | 

1 Thiidhyi Intereſt , heit Eetlefts real. 
wiated to 4 det of Nen 


could paſs it by. Intereſt is the greateſt 
B abs Sth Jadgmett,> tat does ry lit 


w 


ASM 


Mon iN bon Ro Heap 22 g guet ca 1 N; 
Ven f 2119 


Reven venues are appr 
of partieular'Prinelp &) is Pariother" Tt 


diment to u fred" Enquiry faſter LY 
You," Sir, ſhouſd have môrée enlig'd'o 120 
this Topieke and H wonder now, d Man's 


your Penetration and Zeal for Tiüth! 


lens) Eyes, that they, wil not, though 


they do, ſee their Errors The Prejudice of 
Education, and the Obligation of Oarhs, 
are noticompararively ſo great Stutnöling! 


Blocks in the Way of Truth, as is Eiter. 


This will hold Men faſt to any the öff A 


of Errors! Neither is there any 'Worlhij 


ſolrrational; that even intelligent Perſon: f 
for Preferment will not conform to. The 
Clergy will allow of this Truth, if their 


own:Incentancy in Religion, and MAN 
bility. of their Eccleſiaſtical Shapes, 


filthy. Lucre s Sake did not prove it. n 
though we hear now and then of a Prieſt, 


that for Religion, and a good Conſcience, 


will give up his Intereſt, yet What's 15655 
to the reſt of them. A Caf will have | 


his Worſhippers for Intereſt ſooner than 
tue HOY Jeſus ; and Mammon more Vo- 
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he will ſooth the 
| Words,” to, enrich himſelf: And St. Cle- 
ment ot Alexandria ſays, * that it ſhould 


20111 | 9 95 acquit 
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taries « then the God af: Heaven An elle. 
pliſh' d Hire for Prieſts. to officiate | in Holy 
Things, s ſo Abſurd and Nonlenfical that 


God Al fv his Mioiſters among Men 
et him. call them to the Office, as he 40 


N Aaron, 4 and pe their Inheritance, There 
11 no more Reaſon why Men ſhould pay 
ti 


8 Prieſts, than why they ſhould impoſe 


them on him: . If God's Prieſts are to re- 
| fs their Wages of Men, they will tell 


es of him for their own Advantage. 
 Aulys Gelling ſays, there's no * Credit 


to be given to a Southſayer and Diviner, 


who officiates for Victuals and Money, for 


eople up with fine 


e the principal Care of a Miniſter af 
Chriſt, to keep himſelf unſuſpected of co- 


0 yetous Deſigns upon, the Purſes of the 
People. The primitive Preachers of the 
Goſpel did as? * Deen lays, not- only fo : 


5 — . 


— b — — — 


* Nika ls ebe oat aures verbis Aivitany 


; 2710 ſuas ut auro leuplerant. Domes. Nock. Ait. 
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1 5 F 0 ay umurudle Aalen, 1 * coy egongsJar 
4 P Keeeſbus. evexo RC. Strom. Lib. IJ. 


Nec objici poteſt Chriſtianos Lueri Canfa, qui niſi 


eoguntur pre Inopia reeuſapt acclpere Vi neceſ. 
1231 Gent Ges, E. fr. vol ad | 


3 [gw] 
acquit themſelves: of all Suſpicion of world- 
ly Aims after fileby| Lucre, but have left 
many Invectives upon Record, like theſe 
2 referrd to, againſt Preaching fur Hire; 
which ſhew that they never imagin d that 
Divination for Maney would ever come 
again into Uſe, unleſs it was according to 
St. Auguſtin, under an Anti- Chriſtian 
Priaſthaad. It would be of good Uſe to 
make a large Collection of Teſtimonies, 
which the Fathers abound with, againſt an 
Hireling Prieſthood, which no Man, Sir, 
is abler to do than your ſelf, nor can pub- 
liſh it with a better Grace. The Clergy 
do account you a conſiderable Adverfary, 
or they would nat, in Politicks, have ta- 
ken fo much Notice of you. And as you 
are endowd with an honeſt Zeal for the 
Advancement of true Wiſdom ; fo I hope 
it will prompt you to make ſuch a Colle- 
Fion with your Notes on it, which will 
3 — Hereſy and Ignorance to the 
5 Quick. eee 


ö * : Ergo ne quid in Miniſterio noftro Venale fit, ad- 


monemur, negue hoc Apoſtolatus noſtri opus fiat, Au- 
ri & Argenti Poſſethp. Hilar. in Matt. G. 10. Se. 5. 
Omnes Sacerdotes qui Domum Patris faciunt Domum 


j N : Negociationis & Lucra quærunt de Populis, Cananæi 


1 appellandi ſunt.” Hieron. in Propb. Oſas cap. 
i Librpde t Che 
3 ei —— 
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We Jade hin dur Saviour drove the 


Buyers and Sellers of Sheep and Otten, 
Oc. out of the Temple; which Story E 
believe nothing of according to the Let? 


ter; for it is recorded, but as a Parable, 
according to the Fathers, of what he will 
do to Babyloniſh Merchants, and Miniſters 


of the Letter, who: fell Bulls and Blun- 
ders, cc. and Why may not you, with 
your Wit and Reaſon, in the mean while, 


he laſhing ſuch Mercenarier out of the 
Church, which they have turn di into a Den 
of Thieves? 3. 40's at 

The Biſhop of Litchfield, Dr. Clark. and 


others, are for literal Prophecies, ang; lite 


ral Accompliſhments, of Which, in their 


own Imaginations, they have collected 


great Numbers for your Information and 
Converſion.. Cant you, Sir, by way of 


Return, for their Inſtruction, put them 
in Mind of the Prophecy in Micob, thats 
come to * in our Church, char Sake 


of Nan e Feats (hudai) 66 
neque erat, quod emere quis poſſet; ſed Præfiguratio 


futurerum dictis præſentibus continetur. + Eecteſiz 


Vitia in ipſo Dominica Claritatis Adventu eſſe purgan= 
da. Hilar. in Matt, cap. 21, Sect. 4 Ingredietur Chri- 


ſti Poteſtas in Eceleſiam & Slices Veodentes * S 
rigen. in Matt, cap. 2 1. Tract. 16. 


II Mo- af. Af Uf NHD ne nue * far 
TAU! [5 89 TH Ex Theophyl. in ban Evan. 
8 0 4. | 


preagh a 


os 59 4 
Japreach. fyr Hire, and e for Money, 
and then ase them. Why this Prophecy may 


ot be received into on Number of their 
literal: ones, I. am for the, allegorical In- 


terpretations of the Law and Prophets; 
ut for all thatz upon the Authority of the 


F athers, 1 believe and Experience, there 
are ſome e Intermixtures of Prophe- 


e eee But the Pro- 


pheey be fore us ſtares us in the Face, could 


les 5 have de 85 the ge in 5 


239 4 


5 er And * know not. we you 
Mould not teaze the Clergy a, little with it; 


and then appeal to the W World, whether 


they are not more blind, than your ſelf, 
againſt the Light of Prophecy, and more 


Ancorrigible! and inflexible upon the Evi- 


dence and Force of it. It is plain enough 


from St. Ferame,, « that, this Prophecy of 
4 — Palas at che e Tata * 
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Sunt quædam ita eg pez in 5 
_ Allegoriz N ubilo Carent. Ten. 4 Car nis . 
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Si quis autem n ee e | 


Jan pervidebit, quod . Principe, & Sacerdotes 


non ſint alli niſi Heel, Fresbpter! & Diaconi. * * | 
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cies," which are rarely diſcernable, without 


— 
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Se of dut Times. Whereupon vol 
0 here raiſe a pleaſant Ootroverſy to 
the Diverſion'of the Tywn, in Which, if 
F am appointed Moderator, 1 would: make 
this Propofal ( for the Sake 6f Peace and 
Neconciliatton ) that you ſhould ſubſcrib 
to che Truth of Chriſtianity upon their 0b 
ſcure Prophecies, and abſurd Applica 
of them, if they will rendunce Pris 
Craft, wad part with their Wayes of 1 
1 teonſneſs, upon that moſt r uf 
manifeſt Prediction of Mirab, that can be 
kevelld at then. Which of you will te 
the for watdeſt to come into this een, 
18 not hard to gueſs. 
: 22 whether you, OY will db this, d 
Þ enlarge vole Abolog y for Liberty of 
Whiting, or not; 1 hope you will rene 
ot yo Ault apon the Thanh, inte whoke 
"dirty Walls you have made > Breach. 
Lou don't want for Arne” 10 J Artillery 
ro ply againſt her. Your own Magazine 
of Learning is not only well Kore, but 
late Opponents, the pretended De- 
fenders of Chriſtianity , have put freſh 
Feigen and Ammunition into your 
Hands. And if you don't make another 
Attack ſoon upon the Church, the Clergy 
will glory and inſule, that they have beat- 
en you with the pooreſt Flirts and Ns 5 
of Reaſon and Arguments, that ever, in 


my 


3 161 9 


my Opioion were uſed i in the Field of. Po- | 


e Theology. 

I don't in = leaſt queſtion then, but 
vou wil aſſault the urch, and her 
Guards again; neither do T hope for this, 
as if 1 wWiſhd Chriſhanity ſubverted, but 
only. to 1 the Advocates for Religion, 
and the pretended Guards of the Church, 
to betake themſelves t to the proper Argu- 
ments and Weapons of Defence. The 
true Church of Chriſt is founded on a 
Rock, which no Power nor Force of the 
Wit. and. Reaſon of her Enemies, will be 
able to ſtorm and beat down: And if in 


5 End your Infidelity ſhould be baffled, 


the Clergy will not Triumph. The 
A Victory will be more to their 

hame, than your Diſhonour. And you 
cant ingloriouſly depart the Field of Bar- 


tel, when the Clergy will grieve moſt to 
ſee you onquer d. Nay, when the Truth 


of Chriſtianity ſhall be clearly proved, and 
eftabliſh'd on its ſyre Foundation of Pro- 


phecy, it will turn to your great Honour, 


who have. been ſuch a neceſſary and uſe- 
ful Means of it. And whether you, or 
the Clergy, wiſh moſt to ſee the Church 


of Chriſt eſtabliſh'd on her firm Baſis of 
legorical and Prophetical Senſe of 


the A 
= Hp e is no Queſtion. 


* 


Tt 


ſtament. Reproach. them with their Apo- 


ra] ONS 


"The IE you with writing 
* Chriſtianity, , under the Diſguiſe of 


* 


writing for it: Can't you turn quicl Wr 
ri- 


them; and prove that they i in their 


tings advance ſuch Principles that are, in 


Reaſon, and upon the Authority of the 
Fathers, Jeſtrudtive of all Religion. 1 


need not direct you to this Proof, it being 
obvious, that they, upon Conſequence, 
may be charged. with Atheiſm, and down- 
right Enmity to Chriſtianity, mask'd with 


godly Pretences : Neither would I abſo- 
lutely, adviſe; you to enter upon ſuch 'a 
Proof'; becauſe, the Clergy wil hring 


themſelves off by an Acknowledgment o 
the Weakneſs of their 50 and 


clearly acquit themſelves of all Malice and 
Hatred to Chriſt's Church, becauſe of the 
worldly Intereſts. they reap in her; other- 
wiſe they might be taken upon Suſpicion, | 
for the worſt Adverſaries to the Chriſtian 


Religion, that ever wrote. 


But at them again, 1 peſerc you, Sir, 


with your more open Objections, againſt 


either the literal or ere Interpreta- 


tions of the Scriptures. Tell them plain- 


I. that youll believe nothing of Chriſtia- 


nity, till they have made Chriſt's Meæſſiab- 
ſbip clearly out, from his Completion of 


the Types and Prophecies of the Old Te- 


ſtacy 


ſtacy from the Dodrine of: the regni 
Church, concerning Prophecy: Or, 
you will, ridicule the Fathers of the Church, , 
after; your wonted Manner, for a Crew of 
whimſical maggot-pated Fellows, or they 
would never have form'd. fuch Chimerical 
Notions on the Scriptures, which, accord- 
ing to the celebrated) Mr. Dallee, have no 
more: Solidity in them than Caſtles, of Cards, 
which: little Children are wont to make. 
Make a large. Collection of their allegori- 
cal Whimſies, and expoſe them to the Ri- 
_ dicule and Laughter of wiſe Men, (for 
which Work tha Fathers and I will forgive 
you ) and then appeal to the World, whe- 
ther our Clergy are not a Company of cre- 
dulous-Fools, to take a Religion upon Truſt 
from ſuch weak, eaſy, fanciful, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Men, as the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church were, whoſe Principles they 


are aſhamed of, and for the Honour of 


their Religion, are fore d to depart from 
them. Or if the Clergy diſdain to be 
call d Fools in this Caſe ; then, to mend 
the Matter, tell the World what K— they 
are, for Intereſt only, to adhere to a Reli- 
gion, which they know in their Conſci- 


ence, is not tenable Wy the Principles 


N —_— —— 
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| 1 _ the Uſe of he Fathers, Book IL Chaps 3. 
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and Opinions of: irs firſt Founders; whom 
over and over again, they confeſs to 175 ig 
norant, -erroneous, and faulty Men. 
Von have, Sir, Ithiak, to this Purps Ile 
already, with your Wit lſh'd St. 2 
St. Jobn, St. Barnabas, Juſtin "Martyr, 
and ſome others of our primitive Saints, 
for their allegorical and unintelligible Fan- 
_vies. It was, I ſpeak it ſeriouſly, well 
done of you: And the Apoſtles and Fa- 
thers of the Church, I dare ſay, were they 
now alive, would not blame you, but ra- 
| _ encourage you to do it much more. 
They and J only intreat you to ſpare the 
Holy Feſus, and exerciſe as little of your 
Satyr upon him and his Words, as may 
be. Vou was very hard upon him for that 
bis famous Saying, in St. Cement of Rome, 
about his Second * Advent, which Saying 
I, when I firſt read it, many Vears fince, 
ſaluted with Veneration, and with ſo much 
the more, after I ſaw it repeated by 5 
St. Clement of Alexandria; but am now in 
a Tranſport, upon underſtanding the my- 
ſtieal Senſe of it. You, Sir, vid amiſs; 
by tranſeribing and publiſhing that Paſſage, 
much n more Hy Lowe. 3 to 0 Hater at it. 
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Don't you ſee, our preſent good Archbiſhop: 
of Canterbury, in Regard” tô the Honour 
of che Holy 7efus, or in Pity to the Weak· 
neſs of St. Clement, has expunged that 
Paſſage out of his Engliſh Tranſlations of 
the Apoſtolical Epiſtles; and, for all that, 
is as much an Enemy to Mutilations, In- 
terpolations, and corrupt Tranſlations of 
old Authors, as any one can be: There- 
fore you, having his Example before you, 
was to blame for expoſing the ſaid Paſſage 
to publick View. But if you will make a 
Collection of the ridiculous Aſſertions, and 
Opinions of the Apoſtles and Fathers of 
the Church, I will aſſiſt you in it, and 
help you to expoſe them, and our mo- 
dern Clergy, to Contempt, by the Means 
What can be more ridiculous and nau- 
ſeous, than the Opinion of St. Auguſtin, 
and of other Fathers, that b the Four 
 Pvoanpeliſts were the Four Apocalyptical 
Beaſts, © full of Eyes before and behind. I 
know not what Number of Eyes the Evan- 
_ geliſts might have in their Heads and Back- 


— 


— 


At the End of St. Clements Second EpiſtleQ. 
d Unde mihi videntur, qui ex Apocalypſi illa qua- 
tuor Animalia ad intelligendos quatuor Evangeliſtas 
interpretati ſunt. De Conſenſ. Evang. Lib. I. Secf. 9. 
Kevel. iv. 6. fr 


ſides; 


1 


fades. * hut you, Sir, can't. think they had; 
any. in their Vader dings or they, 


n 


incoherent. Stuff; that, for. many Ages 'of 
oY Church, has puzzled the Pates of the 
Preys. who, if they had not gotten a Pen 
by it, would never: have told ſo many Lies, 
nor haye pubiiſn d ſuch. Daubings and Para” 
phraſes to falye their, Credit. 
Who, can make. 2 7 3:5) Bull chan St. 
45 by calling aan Eagle a Beaſt; for 
ur Engliſh, Tranſlation is. Orthodox, be- 
ro made by our pious. and learned. Refpr- 
mers; neither would our late Interpreters 
of St. John, who, to be ſure, are Criticks 
in the Greek Tongue, have let ſuch a Blun- 
der paſs Uncorrected, if the Word C 
did properly ſignify any Thing elſe chan; a 
downright Beat. 1 
Did not St. Paule groſly impoſe upon 
the Underſtandings and Credulity of Men, 
when he ſaid, he had been caught up into 
Parudiſe, and heard unſpeakable. Morde, 
zv hich it is not lawful, for a Man to urter. 
1 wonder he did not tell us, whether i it 
was 2 Chariot or a Backer, that he was ta- 
ken up, and let down in: But he was ſo 
duda and cautious as to y, he codld 


5 
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a Rebel. ch. iv. 7. e r 
82 Cor. xii. 5 * 


567 


whe tel, obitbey it was - in the Body, 2 or 


out of the Body, that he went to Heaven, 
becaule it muſt needs be very difficult for 
him to know that; and becauſe the Aſſer- 
tion one Way or 'other, would have fpoil'd 
the Story, and expoſed it to the Cavils and 
Exceptions of others ? ) 41 ellen z 
Who can be more ignorant that St. Bar- 
nabar, WhO intimates, f that under the 
: Goſpel” of Chriſt, the  Amalekites'will be 
again beaten,” and much after the fame Fiz 
ſhisn;- they were under the Conduct of 


Moſes ? If St. Barnabas had had any Skil 
in Hiſtory and Geography, he might have 
known that Amalek was an extinguiſh d 
Nation: I And yet St. Gregory Noſe has 


no more Wit, khan credulouſly to ſwallow 


down khis Opinion of Barnabas, and td 
tell us how 8 Moſes's Hands will be * 


ds. 


lifted up in the Day of Battel. 
No leſs ignorant is Origen himſelf, for 
faying, that the h Moabites, and Ani 


mites, would not be received into the 
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Sarah terrenam & literalem Ae 5 25 my 
ns - „217. 


. S hs, qui ſeiat, quid de Ammonitis & Moabi- | 


tis ſeriptura dicit, qui in tertiam & quartam Proge 


niem non introibunt in Eceleſiam Domini. In Genef. 


exix. Hom. 5. 
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Church: till the Third or Fourth Age of 
ber Wilderneſs State. I wonder, in my 
Heart, where he imagin d thoſe Nations, 
whoſe Name and Memorial. is bury'd and 
forgotten, would be then found: But 
St. Jerome, to falve the Reputation of Ori- 
gen, tells us, (but we have more Wit than 
to believe hin) that theſe Moahites and 
Ammoniites are i Hereticks and Apoſtates of 
the latter Times; and k he and other Fa- 
thers make ſuch a lively Repreſentation of 
ne 9 if: bey bad ſome F olks i in 

'EW:/ /:: * 12 5 

But What more abſurd, than 8t. Ae 
Lans 1 Aſſertion, that the poor m Woman 
of the Goſpel. , whom Satan had bow'd 
down, and who. labour d under a Spirit of 
Infirmity, Was a Type of vie Church, and 
that this very Age in Which we now live, is 
the 18th Vear of ber Iufirmity, and the 1s 
accordingly to be heald by our Jeſus. I, 
ne ſome AO, for Ke a of 
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St. Auguſtin, could not forbear making 
farther Enquiry after this Woman. And 
for want of better Authors and Hiſtort- 
ans, I examin'd the Fathers throughly, 
| who, to paſs by many Particulars of her 
Life, told me, ſhe now cohabited with 
one GOG, whether in a conjugal or 
adulterous State, I Il not ſay ; but they po- 
ſitively affirm'd, that the Clergy of this 
Day are the Children of that unhappy 
Couple. I could not tell how to believe 
this, nor to gainſay it. But when St. 
Cyril of Alexandria told me, that our Cler- 
gy were all bow'd down to the Earth, like 
their Mother; and without any Ears, 
Eyes, and other Senſes, like their Father, 
then I deny'd the whole; and who would 
not? For our Clergy are as upright, ſmug 
and clever Fellows, as ever were of the 
| Prieſthood : But for all this, St. Cyril ſtood 
tot, that they were deform'd to the laſt 
Degree; and fine Teſtibus too, which was 
the Reaſon they could not Propagate : And 
moreover, the Fathers were unanimouſly 
poſitive that our Clergy, for Deformity, 
are the Men excepted againſt, by the Law 
of Moſes, as unqualified for the Prieſt- 
hood ; becauſe the Petalon of Wiſdom, the 
 Epbod of Prophecy, the Logium of the 
Law, the Lim and Thummim of Interpre- 
tation, and other ſacerdotal TO, 


8 
1 


TI} 


did no n more become them, than a Saddle 


did a Sow's Back. I forbear to produce 
Teſtimontes for this Story, but J can per- 


ſuade the Fathers to vouch for every Par- 
ticular of it: For you muſt know, Sir, 
that though T have no Talent at the Col- 
lection, Connection and Application of 


Prophecies, like that of Biſhop Chandler, 


Dr. Clark, and Mr. Whiſfton, who really 


equal, if not ſurpaſs good old Women in 


that Way; yet T am an intimate Acquain- 


| tance of the Fathers, and can ſtrangely 


jamble their Authorities together ; and if 


T now applaud my elf, it is becauſe J have 


happen d to live by bad Neighbours of the 
Clergy. 8 | 

Such Stories and ORR as theſe, Sir: 
will expoſe the Fathers, if not Chriſtianity 


it ſelf, to the laſt Degree, Thoſe allegori- 


cal Whims of the Fathers, which you have 
inſtanced in, in your Book, are not fit to be 
named Vith mine. But if you will ſet 
your Head to Work, you may collect a 
vaſt Number of their Abſurdities, like to 
'theſe ; and by a lively Repreſentation of 


| them, you may make the Clergy to rave 


againſt the Fathers more than you can do, 


| if” you Was to, write openly: And if you 


will, you may upbraid them with tho Story 


Laſt told, and leave it upon me to make 


out tlie Truth of it. SOT 
And | 


U 171 F 
And when your Hand is in, why ſhould. 
not you expoſe, and make your ſelf merry 
with the Traditions of the ancient eos, 
whoſe Authority the Clergy ſometimes 
quote, and who, one would think, ſhould 
have had more Wit, but are really greater 
Fools than the Fathers, for monſtrous and 
incredible Stories of their Meſſiah; or they 
Vuould not believe that he was born long 
ſince, and does not reveal himſelt, but paf- 
ſes his Time in then Garden of Eden, till 
Elias ſhall come to anoint him: Or they 
would not believe that the Meſſiah, when 
he is manifeſted, will firſt wage“ War with 
the ieee 0 (by which Name ſome lat- 
ter P Fews have had the Impudence to 
ſtigmatize us good Proteſtants) and that a 
Star of Divine Light, will be the Progno- 
Rick of his coming againſt them: Or they 
would not believe that the Mefrab, at his 
Coming, would inſticute a great and moſt 
ſplendid q Fealt, at Wick the Leviathan 


—_—— _— 


n Qnidam inter Horti Eden Delicias zvum (Meſ- 
ſiam) agitare volunt cum Elia, a quo ungendus eſt 
olim Lætiriæ Oleo, cum ad Muneris ful Adminiftra- 
tionem prodibit, Apud Huetium. in Demonſ. Ew. 

362. 

” Venturum eſſe Seilonem ; Regem Meſſiam pug⸗ | 
naturumque, contra Edomæos & Moabitas. 4 de 
Gener. [mman. p. 10. 

? Baſnage's Hiſtory of the ; 8 Pe 33. 


1 Ibid. 85 369, 373» 374, 
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. 
and Behemoth would be ferv'd up in Two 
Diſhes,. and that Michael the Archangel, 
by Sound of Trumpet, would invite the 
People to this glorious and delicious Enter- 
tainment: Or they would not believe, I 
ſay, many more fuch like idle Tales, as 
theſe of their Meſſiah. I, to confeſs my 
Weakneſs ingenuouſly, had no more Senſe, 
Sir, than to take theſe Traditions upon 
Truſt, and did really think with the old 
Jews, that the eating of Leviathan and 
Behemoth, ( though they were a Fiſh and a 
Beaſt of a moſt prodigious Size) would 

not ſo much fill our Pelle, as our Souls 
with Celeſtial and Divine Knowledge. 
When I read Part of your Book, I was in 
Hopes that you and TI ſhould have been 
Two prime Gueſts at the foreſaid Princely 
Feaſt ; but ſince you have no Reliſh for 
Myſteries, of which I am moſt voracious, 
T almoſt deſpair of your Company; and ſo 
we will leave that 7ereiſb Tradition upon 
the ſame Foot with the Cabaliſtical 8 Mar- 

riage Supper in St. John, of whoſe Apoca- 


5 Novi equidem eſſe inter illos qui hec omnia alle- 
gorice explicant, quod nempe ſub his hyperbolicis & 
_ carnalibus figuris Magnitudg bonorum & Gaudiorum 


celeſtium ſpiritualis adumbretur. Buxſtorf. Synag. cab. 
50. P. 745. e 8 
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| lypſe you fay, * that it is certainly a Ma- 
- ſter-piece of myſlical Prophecy, being writ- 
ten as it is ſaid in Cabaliflick Stile: And 


no doubt but it will appear ſo, when 


Things, the moſt remote from the literal 


Senſe of the Words uſed, appear intended 


to be foretold, and ſhall come to paſs, and 


x coming to paſs, ſhall ſhow the Senſe of 
the Prophecies contain d therein, perhaps to 
the Diſappointment of every Interpreter, it 
bas bitherto had. Which Saying of yours 


does not want its Pungency. 


Go on therefore, Great and Brave Sir, 
and fight and write for the Caufe of Infi- 
delity in your own Way. Reſume the Pen 
and the Sword into your Hand. Purſue 
your Blow, and III warrant you, you'll 
reduce the pretended - Guards of the 
Church to the laſt Extremity. The War 


and the Controverſy is the moſt pleaſant, 


uſeful, and honourable, that ever any He- 
70 in Polemical Theology, was engaged 
in. 2 88 5 
The Controverſy, I fav, is pleaſant: 


7 


Not that it is or ought to be a Pleaſure to 


any one, to put Men into that Rage and 


Paſſion, the Clergy ſeem to be in with you. 
But as in a State of War and Hoſtility, 


* Page 258. 
every 
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every great General, and Commander in 
Chief, is pleaſed to conſider the Straits and 
Diſtreſſes of his Enemies; ſo you, like a 
Champion, of another Sort, muſt of Neceſ- 
| ſity take Satisfaction at the poor Shifts of 
your Adverſaries. Their mean Efforts of 
Reaſon muſt. delight you. And their 
_ Flaſhes of the falſe Fire of impertinent Ar- 
gumentation muſt make you Smile. And 
though the Biſhop of Litchfield has diſ- 
charged his great Blunderbuſs againſt you, 
you mult of Neceſſity laugh at the Conſi- 
deration, that he is ſo poor a Markſman. 
J envy you in this Pleaſure, and ſhould 
have been glad of the like Enjoyment my 
ſelf; to which Purpoſe I publiſh'd ſeveral 
Challeng es upon another Queſtion; but 
the Clere) being conſcious. of the Advan- 
tage I had over them, would not engage: 
But now, whether they will or not, I will 
reap the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of ſeeing 
them well beaten by you : And this Plea- 
ſure would be tranſporting, if it was not 
allay'd with much Pity of their Ignorance, 


Ilmpertinence, and obſtinate Idheretice to 


their Errors. 

No leis nſeful | E this Sept er if 
you can cure the People of their Bigotry 
toan Ignorant, Hireling, and Anti-Chriſti- 
an Prieſthood. It is long, long enough 
that the truc Church has groan'd Ter 

cr 


E 51 


der the Charge of their Maintenance, and 
the Yoke of their Tyranny; and if you, 
Sir, can contribute to her Relief, you'll be 
a Benefactor to Mankind. The Love that 


vou bear to human Nature, and the Ser- 
vice that you, and every good Man owes 


to his Country, ſhould prompt you to this 


Work, if there was nothing of Indignation 
to ſpur you on to it. The Argument a- 
gainſt an Hireling . Prieſthood of Man's 


Invention, is copious; and as you want 


not for Wit, Reafon and Learning to ma- 
nage it; ſo you may hope to ſee goOd Ef- 
fees of it in the Alienation of the Hearts 
of the People from modern Preachers. 
Theſe Nations have a juſt Averſion to 
Popery, and a Popiſh Prieſthood, becauſe 


of that cruel and perſecuting Spirit that 


rules in them; and it is a Wonder to me, 


that they ſhould be better affected to . 
Proteſtant Clergy, who are no leſs ignorant 


and haughty, but more abſurd and incon- 


ſiſtent in their Opinions. All the Good 


that our Preachers ſince the Reformation 


have done, is not fit to be mentioned 


againſt the Evils and Miſchiefs they have 
occaſioned to theſe Kingdoms. It was in 


the laſt Age, that the Fire and Sulphur of 7 


the Proteſtant Pulpits of this Cry did 
effectually, what the Papiſts 5 ar- 
tempted in vain, blow up the King and 
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Parliament, and put the whole Kingdom | 
into a Flame, to which ſucceeding Preach- 
ers have been ever ſince adminiſtring the 
Fuel of Faction and Sedition; neither is it 


like to be extinguiſh'd, but upon ſuch 


Chriſtian Principles, that no Proteſtant 
Prieſt ever held, taught, or practis d. It 
i one Wonder to me, that all Men are 


not turn d Atheiſts, under ſuch nonſen- 
fical and incoherent Preachers ; and ano- 


ther Wonder it is, that the human Nature 
is not chang d into the wild and rapa- 


cious, upon the Examples of ſuch irra- 


tional and wolfiſh Guides: What can be 
faid againſt theſe Wonders ? Nothing elſe 
but that God rules in the Hearts of Men : 
For, humanly ſpeaking, the Proſpect of 

the Miſeries and Calamities that the. Prieſt- 


hood, if they were not bridled by Autho- 


rity, would be hurrying Mankind into, 
is deplorable. But you, Sir, knowing 
| Ie than T do, how to this Purpoſe to 
chuſe Topicks of Diſcourſe, and with Wit, 


Reaſon, and Satyr, to enlarge on them for 
the Benefit and Inſtruction nl Mankind ; 


let me tell you, 


Lafth, That the Conrtirerly will be 


ph B to you, and if you can con- 
tribute to the Relief of Mankind, from 
the 6 of Prieſthood, the Gene- 
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to come will celebrate your Praiſe. 


| ations 


Good of. Aren Society, wil be had in 
doms wall loudly: 
| and Foffign 


the Hearts and Voices of the People, ſay- 
ing, this is the , who, la- 
bouring our Delivetatih 
rable Yoke, Burden”: and. Tyranny of an 
ignorant, Mothful ,” and Anti-Chriſtian 


— your Eulogie, 
Nations wilt :eccho and re- 
found them. Vom Name and your Fame 
Will be indelibly inſcrib d, not o Mo- 

nument of Marble or Braſs, ' which is lia- 
ble to the Conſumption of Time, but in 


Your, Work and Labdur of Lobe, for. the 


from the intole- 


Prieſthood, has laid the Foundation of 


that Liberty, Eaſe and Tranquility we”. 


* 


now enjoy. This is that illuſtrious Cham 


pion in Polemical h N who, by 


the Acuteneſs of his Wit, the Strength of 
his Reaſon, and the. Power. af his Learn- 
ing, vanquiſhd many Thouſands of our 
Babyloniſh Preacher and had g gain'd 2 


compleat Victory 8 all che gods of the 
Univerſe, if the alone great, wiſe, and 


: om God j" of * eee had ns 4 5 
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1 Sie eninckt Anti-Qhelti Arktis & Impietate 


celeri nefandam pertulit Ser virtem. Lactant. 
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